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Smokey Mountain among 
5 sites to be turned into 
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England, Ecuador, 
Germany advance to 


urban greening centers 


New ‘housing’ problem 


ajob for Team Villar 


‘A PILLOW 
TALK 
PADAANIN! 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


BEFORE JOINING POLI- 
tics, Manuel Villar was the 


housing industry leader. 
With his wife by his side, 
he built more than 


100,000 houses for the. 
poor and middle-class Fil- 


ipino families. 
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GMA orders Reds 
crushed in 2 years 


P1B to AFP 


PNP kicks 


off all-out war vs NPA 


By Christine О. Avendafio 


CAUAYAN, ISABELA—IN A MOVE TANTAMOUNT 
to a declaration of war, President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo yesterday committed billions of pesos in 
funds to fight the 37-year-old communist insur- 
gency with guns and development projects. 


Malacanang officials indicated 
their timetable called for defeat- 
ing the insurgency in the “critical 
areas” in one to two years. 

‘The earlier military timetable 
for stamping out the insurgency 
within 10 years was “too long,” 
Ms Arroyo said in а visit to Isabela’ 
province, where she held the first 
of four meetings with regional 
leaders to discuss so-called 
"mega-development plans." 

With revenue surpluses as 
funding sources, Ms Arroyo com- 
mitted P1 billion to finance mili- 
tary and police operations 
against the communist New Peo- 
ples Army and P75 billion to 
spark investment and develop- 
ment in the next three years in 
North Luzon, where the insur- 
gency remains а major 
headache. 


Ms Arroyo said that while the 
government was determined то 
carry out its anti-poverty pro- 
gram, “the fight against the Left 
remains the glue that binds.” 

‘The President announced the 
steps needed to be taken over- 
come what her administration 
considers to be its number one 
enemy. 

“We need to buy and we will 
buy surplus Hueys and other at- 
tack helicopters and control air- 
craft on soft terms. 1 am instruct- 
ing (Budget) Secretary (Rolando) 
Алдауа to release Р1 billion to 
the Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines and the Philippine National 
Police to finance operations ver- 
sus the NPA,” Ms Arroyo said in 
her opening statement at the first 
Cabinet and regional develop 
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693 cases filed all over 
RP; Joma says cover-up 


By Fe Zamora 


SHOWING ITS DETERMINATION 
to finally put the squeeze on him, 
the government has begun filing 
throughout the country a cluster oF 
criminal charges against Jose 
Maria Sison. But the exiled 
founder of the Communist Party of 
the Philippines said the allegations. 
мете intended to divert public at- 
tention from the administration's 
own crimes. 

A security official who reports 
to Malacafiang told the INQUIRER 
yesterday the cases against Sison 
included rebel attacks on govern- 
ment and private installations, 
municipal halls, military detach- 
ments and police stations in 15 
regions across the country. 

They also included raids on 
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power plants and on the relay 
towers of Globe and Smart 
telecommunications companies, 
according to the official, who re- 
ports directly to the Cabinet secu- 
rity cluster of President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo, the official told the 
INQUIRER. 

The official asked not to be 
identified for security reasons 
and for lack of an official clear- 
ance to talk to the media. 

‘The cases that have been filed 
so far against Sison, who lives in 
exile in the Netherlands, were ini- 
tiated by the Philippine National 
Police and the Armed Forces and 
were among 693 incidents of sup- 
posed atrocities committed by the 
New People's Army since 2003, 
according to the official 
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midway of the 
Makati courtroom. 
STERAERNO 


‘THE NO. | PROBLEM: President Arroyo talks about her plans to finish off the country's 
37-year-old communist insurgency during the joint Cabinet meeting with regional leaders 
and development councils of north Luzon at the Isabela Hotel, Cauayan, Isabela on Friday. 


"Trade Secretary Peter Favilais at left; Neda chief Romulo Neri, right. 


Pinoy or not, 


By Armand М. Nocum 


BASKETBALL STAR PAUL ASI TAULAVA, WHO 
is fighting tooth and nail to be declared a Fil- 
ipino, must pay taxes like the rest of his country- 
men. 

This hard reality hit Taulava, whose citi- 


j Defense lawyers g 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 
and Volt Contreras 


THE HANDLING OF THE CONDOM USED 
in the alleged rape of a Filipino woman last 
year at the Subic Bay Freeport took up 
some time at yesterday's hearing at the 
Makati Regional Trial Court. 

Defense lawyers grilled Genevieve Puno, 
evidence custodian of a Subic Bay investi- 
gation office, on how she handled evidence 
that the prosecution is banking on to prove 
that four US Marines raped 22-year-old 
"Nicole" inside a moving van on the night 
of Nov. 1, 2005. 

Of particular interest to defense counsel 
Francisco Rodngo was how Puno kept and 
marked the condom allegedly used by 
Lance Cpl. Daniel Smith on that night, 


Asi must pay 


zenship case remains pending in court, after 
he was indicted yesterday for 10 counts of tax 
evasion, a violation of the National Internal 
Revenue Code (NIRC). 

In a 22-page resolution, the Department of 
Justice said there was "probable cause to war- 
rant the indictment of [Taulava]" on the fol- 


Rodrigo, counsel for Lance Cpl. Keith Silk- 
wood, asked Puno to demonstrate how she 
handled the condom retrieved as evidence. 
‘The condom was dangling from Nicole's 
panty when bystanders found her distraught 
at a parking lot at the port's Alava Pier. 

“How long did you keep the condom? 
Where did you keep it? Did you keep it ina re- 
frigerator or a drawer?” Rodrigo said, firing 
one question after another. 

"The condom wzs wrapped in a coupon 
bond. It was inside a brown paper bag with 
the {complainant's} pants, underwear and 
other evidence turned over to me. I placed it 
оп top of my table, on one cornes," said Puno, 
of the Intelligence and Investigation Office 
(10) of the Subic Bay Metropolitan Authori- 
хуз Law Enforcement Department. 

Nicole had alleged that Smith raped her at 


rill witness on condom 
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Kidnapped businesswoman 
rescued in Caloocan; 3 


Z^ costs estimated at $319B suspects killed in shootout 


Bayan Muna solons ready 
to run for the Senate 


By Norman Bordadora 

AFTER TOPPING THE PARTY-LIST ELECTIONS ІМ 
2001 and 2004 and bringing the Left's "progres- 
sive" stance to the House of Representatives, the 
militant Bayan Muna is training its sights on a seat 
inthe Senate, 

Satur Ocampo and Teodoro Casifio—two of 
the three Bayan Muna representatives in the 
House—said the only thing standing between the 
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High court 
stops Luisita 
distribution 
to farmers 


By Armand М. Nocum 


THE FAMILY OF FORMER PRESIDENT 
Corazon Aquino yesterday won a Supreme 
Court injunction against a government plan 
to parcel out its 4,915-hectare Hacienda 
Luisita agricultural estate in Tarlac to farmer- 
beneficiaries under the Comprehensive 
Agrarian Reform Program. 

"The high court also barred the Presidential 
Agrarian Reform Council and Agrarian Re- 
form Secretary Nasser Pangandaman from 
carrying out a December 2005 order to re- 
voke the Stock Distribution Option Agree- 
ment (SDOA) under which the 6,000 Hacien- 
da Luisita Inc. workers obtained shares of 
stock in the company instead of getting their 
own farm lots. 

In its resolution, the high tribunal granted 
the temporary restraining order sought by 
HLI which claimed that the governments 
move was violative of their constitutional 
rights and that the 16-year SDOA between 
HLI and its more than 6,000 workers was be- 
yond the government's hand. 

The government had asserted that the 
stock distribution option was illegal and ac- 
cused Hacienda Luisita of illegally selling a 
500-ha portion of the sprawling farm to de- 
velopers. 

The court also enjoined "respondents 
PARC and (Pangandaman), their agents 
and/or any other persons acting on their be- 
half of orders” from placing the controver- 
sial property under CARP “until further or- 
ders from this court.” 

The court also ordered НЫ to post a PS- 
million bond while awaiting a final ruling on 
the case from the Supreme Court. 

1n February, НЫ filed before the high court 
a petition for the issuance of a temporary re- 
straining order and writ of preliminary in- 
junction against PARC, Pangandaman, and 
the Alyansa ng mga Manggagawang Bukid ng 
Hacienda Luisita. 

Former PCGG Chair Magdangal Elma, who 
filed the petition in behalf of HLI, said that by 
their alleged “arbitrary actions,” PARC and 
Pangandaman “have resurrected the socio- 
economic unrest that the Comprehensive 
‘Agrarian Reform Law (CARL) sought to re- 
solve.” 

"Said respondents’ actions had destroyed 
the faith and confidence of the landowners 
and farmworkers-beneficiaries in the SDOA 
authorized under the CARL,” Elma said. 

‘According to him, the SDOA was “ap- 
proved and ratified overwhelmingly by the af- 
fected farmers-beneficiaries and that there 
was “no credible showing before the DAR that 
the (farmers) are now asking for the rescis- 
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taxes — BIR 


lowing grounds: He failed to file tax returns 
from 1999 to 2003, he failed to register with 
the BIR from 1999 and 2000, he failed to pay 
the annual registration fee for 2002 and 
2003, and he secured more than one tax in- 
formation number (TIN) 

PINOYIA 


the back of a Starex van while she was 
barely conscious, and while his com- 
rades—Lance Corporals Silkwood and. 
Dominic Duplantis, and Staff Sgt. Chad 
Carpentier—cheered him on, 

That now infamous cheer—"Go, go, £0, 
Smith, gol"—again cropped up at yester- 
days hearing, with crime investigator 
Paquito Torres of the ПО recalling it as 
part of the “voluntary” statement he got 
from Timoteo Soriano, the Filipino driver 
ofthe rented van. 

Guided by state prosecutor Hazel 
Valdez, Torres attested to portions of Sori- 
ano's original statement, which was done 
in Filipino. 

Some of the marked passages had the. 
driver recounting that as he drove slowly 

DEFENSE A4 


1 


и à 


WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST: Tre Vestam sacton of Laon and the whol of Visayas 
and Мала wil experiance most cloudy 5005 wih scatard 
Faughowers and thundorstorms, Tha rest of Luzon wi te pariy 
‘Bou a cloudy wth slated rainshowers or 'undersorms most- 


inthoarconortven. 
omo cani tona 


Second F 


Textus your feedback: inquirer news name/sgelcty/ message 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Bombing not ours, say rebel soldiers 


By Tony S. Bergonia 
and Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


A GROUP OF REBEL SOLDIERS 
has denied involvement in the 
spate of bombings which hit Metro 
‘Manila and elsewhere, saying that 
# they wanted to destabilize the 
government, they would strike 
Sright in the heart of the Palace.” 

А junior officer, who identi- 
fied himself by the nom de 
guerre Capt. Batingaw, said in 
an interview with GMA 7's 
Arnold Clavio that rebel sol- 
tiers were not behind the series 
of bombings that National Secu- 
tity Adviser Norberto Gonzales 
blamed on forces out to destabi- 
lize the Arroyo administration. 

‘A transcript of the interview 
was furnished the INQUIRER. 

“Kung kami ang gagalaw... hin- 
di kami gagawa ng ganon (f we 
were to move, we won't do sucha 
thing),” said Batingaw in his inter- 
view with Clavio. 


Swift, fast strike 

“Gagalaw na kami mismo... 
right in the heart of the Palace. 
Right there, mismo... We will be 
there already in (a) swift, fast 
and lightning strike (We will 
move... right in the heart of the 
Palace, Right there, itself. We will 
be there already in a swift, fast 
and lightning strike),” he said. 

This part of the interview was 
not aired on Saksi, СМА 7 late 
night news program. 

Yesterday, the military said it 
had no evidence yet linking the 
so-called Magdalo rebel soldiers 
tothe recent bomb attacks. 

“He may have his own sources 
put as far as the Armed Forces of 


ne 


HIS FACE covered, ‘Batingaw’ gives an interview. avow 


the Philippines is concemed, we 
have no information to that effect," 
military public information chief 
Col. Tristan Kison said in reaction 
to Gonzales claim that Magdalo 
soldiers were behind the blasts. 
Kison said they have no infor- 
mation if soldiers were involved. 
"We are still awaiting results of 
the police investigation,” he said. 
Lawyer Roel Pulido, counsel 
ofthe Magdalo officers, also de- 
nied that his clients were be- 
hind the recent bomb attacks, 
“Secretary Gonzales may not 
be aware they (Magdalo off- 
cers) are in jail. Tell him they are 
in jail,” Pulido said mockingly. 
“What would they think of 
next, blame thèm for the eruption. 
(oF Mt. Bulusan)?,” Pulido added. 
In the interview with Clavio, 
Batingaw said if rebel sol 
and officers were to conduct the. 
bombings, they wouldn't do it 
the way it was being done. 
“Bakit kami pipili ng oras na ga- 
mun? Madaling araw. Walang 
laman yung van. Kita mo yung 
pinasabog, walang tao, walang ar- 
mas. Walang pakikinabangan 
(Why would we pick that time? 


Dawn. The van was empty Look at 
what they blew up. There's no one 
there, no firearms. We wont get 
anything out of it" said Batingaw. 

The recent blasts, which oc- 
cured mostly at dawn, hit the 
Grepalife building in Makati, the 
mansion of alleged gambling lord 
Rodolfo “Bong” Pineda in Pampan- 
за, a police station in Quezon City 
and a van of the Special Weapons 
and Tactics Team (SWAT) in Camp. 
Bagong Diwa in Taguig. No one 
‘was injured in the blasts. 

‚ Batingaw said the bombings 
could be the work of govern- 
ment agents. 

"Ап lahat ng ito ay may kaug- 
пауап sa antiterrorism bill para 
maipasa. Gaanong kalaking hala- 
ga ang naghihintay from the big 
eagle sakaling magkaroon tayo ng 
antiterror law. Pera yan, pera, 
(Everything is connected to the 
antiterrorism bill so it would 
pass. How much is being dangled 
by the big eagle just in case we 
pass a terror law. Its ай about 
‘money, money)” said Batingaw. 

Gonzales earlier denied accu- 
sations that the government 
was behind the bombings. 
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Kidnapped woman rescued 


Cops kill 3 suspects in raid 


By Luige A. del Puerto and Nancy Carvajal 


POLICE RESCUED A CHINESE-FILIPINO BUSI- 
nesswoman and killed three of her alleged kid- 
nappers in a shootout during a raid on the group's 
hideout in Caloocan City early yesterday. 


A team from the Presidential 
AntiCrime and Emergency Re- 
sponse and the Northern Police 
District stormed the safe house 
inside the Vista Verde subdivision 
in Barangay Kaybiga at about 7 
a.m., killing three suspects. 

ey found the victim, 42- 
year-old Sonia Sanchez, hand- 
cuffed and cowering behind a 
cabinet door, but safe. 

Police Director General Arturo 
Lomibao said an anonymous male 
had called the Pacer hotline, say- 
ing that a woman fitting Sanchezs 
description had been seen in the 
Caloocan neighborhood. 

A'surveillance was conducted 
before a rescue operation was or- 
ganized and the woman was re- 
covered unharmed, Lomibao said. 


P20 million ransom 

Sanchez was seized at about 
5.30 алп. last Thursday as she was 
‘opening the auto spare parts store 
that she owned in Palanan, Makati. 

The suspects, believed to be 
members of a splinter group of 
the Waray Waray kidnap gang, 
had demanded a P20 million ran- 
som. The amount had gone down 
to PIS million by the time 
Sanchez was rescued. 

Deputy Director Охаг 
Calderon, the Pacer chief, said no 
ransom money was paid. 

Sanchez was found ‘visibly 
shaken but unhurt,” said Insp. 
Roy Malixi, a Pacer operative: 


She had "the'sense to shield 
herself from the gunfire by cover- 
ing her body with the cabinet 
door," he said. 

Calderon said the caller’s tip 
and the ensuing surveillance con- 
firmed the location of the kidnap- 
pers’ hideout. 

“When our men went in, the 
kidnappers fired and our men re- 
turned fire,” he said. 


Suspect identified 

Only one of the three suspects 
was identified. Sprawled near the 
door of the room where the kid- 
nap vicim was being held was 
Edgar Suela of Jaro, Leyte. He 
was identified through a resi- 
dence certificate found in his wal- 
let which had about a thousand 
pesos in cash. 

Found under a large tree at the 
back of the house was a second 
suspect, а gunshot wound in his 
neck. He had a “Marlon Viador” 
tattoo in one arm. 

The third was slumped at the 
foot of the concrete fence at the 
back of the house. Police said he 
may have been trying to escape 
through the back which faced a 
vacant lot. 

The suspects were armed with 
a 9 mm Ingram with silencer, a 
45 cal. pistol and .38 cal. re- 
Volver investigators recovered 
five empty shells 

Also found at the crime scene 
was a pair of inexpensive plastic. 


yellow shades covered with elec- 
tric tape. 

The victim was apparently 
asked to wear the shades instead 
of a blindfold so as riot to attract 
attention, police said. 

Calderon said the police was 
very grateful to the anonymous 
caller. 

“His timely information led to 
the successful rescue operation. 
We hope the community will con- 
tinue to help the [Philippine Na- 
tional Police]," he said. 


‘Anonymous caller 

The anonymous male caller: 
phoned the Pacer at about 11 
a.m. last Thursday, saying he saw 
a group of men dragging a wom- 
an to а house inside the Vista 
Verde subdivision some two 
hours earlier. 

He gave the address of the 
house, a two-bedroom duplex at 
1В-Вопа St., Vista Verde Subdivi- 
sion, North Caloocan City. 

The Pacer, which had already 
been alerted of the abduction by 
then, immediately sent a team 
and placed the house under 
surveillance. 

The team was able to confirm 
that a woman was being held in a 
room in the house and that three 
men were guarding her. 

Calderon said the suspects ap- 
peared to have sensed the police 
team’s presence. 

The stil unidentified Pacer 
team leader weighed his options 
and decided to attempt a rescue. 

"They caught up with the sus; 
pects at the door. The suspects 
fought back," Calderon said in a 
mixture of Filipino and English. 

The shootout lasted only a few, 
тшше” * а 
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. New ‘housing’ problem a job for Team Villar 


From page Al 

‘Team Villar is being called up- 
on to help with another uh, 
housing problem, 

‘The leadership of the House of 
Representatives is expecting Las 
Piñas Rep. Cynthia Villar, wife of 
incoming Senate President Vil- 
lar, to help resolve the House's 
differences with the Senate, in- 
cluding the sharp disagreements 
over Charter change. 


Backchannel 
House Majority Leader Pros- 


pero Nograles said the House 
leadership was hoping that Rep- 
resentative Villar would help in 
"ackchannel" negotiations with 
the Upper Chamber now that her 
husband would be assuming the 
Senate presidency. 

Nograles added that he ex- 
pected that "all irritants” in the 
House-Senate relationship 
would be removed once the 
backchannel talks begin. 

“One thing I'm sure about his 
assumption to office is that there 
will be a lot of backchanneling. I 


am sure we will have better rela- 
tions with the Senate unlike 
what we had under [outgoing 
Senate President Franklin] 
Drilon, when there were never 
any backchannel talks. There 
мете no coffee shop talks,” No- 
grales said. 

“Considering that (Rep. Villar] 
is our colleague, the lines of com- 
munication are now open. We 
don'thave to talk to Manny Villar, 
we only have to talk to Cynthia. 
She can show the temperament 
of the House,” he added. 


Nograles said another plus 
was Senator Villars experience 
as a former congressman, which 
would make him more sensitive 
to the concerns of House mem- 
bess. 

“He has many friends here. 
Alam niya hulihin ang kiliti ng 
mga (He knows how to talk to) 
congressmen,” Nograles said. 

Villar is scheduled to take over 
the Senate presidency on July 
24, when the third regular ses- 
sion of the 13th Congress be- 
gins. 


HOUSE-SENATE bonding is not an unlikely prospect once Sen. 
Villar is Senate president next month with his wife Cynthia, a 


prominent member in the House. 


No inciting, 
just breach 
of peace 

By Tina G. Santos 


THEMANILA POLICE 
District (MPD) suf- 
fered a setback after 
the inciting to sedi- 
tion charges they filed 
against two college 
students and a hospi- 
tal employee who 
heckled President 
Macapagal-Arroyo on 
‘Thursday was down- 
graded to violating a 
city ordinance. 
Lawyer Elaine Cere- 
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A bail ofP100 each 
was recommended 
for the suspects’ tem- 
porary liberty. 
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Defense lawyers grill 
witness on condom 


From page Al 


at the port on the night of Nov. 1, 
2005, his American passengers 
were rowdy and shouting. 

Carpentier, who took the pas- 
senger seat next to Soriano, 
turned up the volume of the ra- 
dio, a passage read. 

It continued: "Sa tingin ko, 
pinagsasamantalahan yung 
babaeng sakay ko (I suspected 
that my female passenger was be- 
ing raped). I could hear [her] 
shouting but 1 couldn't under- 
stand because the Americans and 
the stereo were too loud.” 

Asked in the statement who 
could be raping the woman, Sori- 
ano purportedly replied that it 
was Smith who was seated next 
to the woman and that his com- 
rades were shouting, "Go, go, 80, 
Smith, go!" 


Demonstration 

Asked by Rodrigo to explain 
further, Puno said the condom 
was wrapped in a sheet of bond 
paper that was folded thrice 
crosswise and then on either 
sides. The flaps on the sides were 
then stapled. 

Rodrigo asked how Puno could 
have possibly marked the con- 
dom without touching it—an act 
that might have contaminated 
the evidence. 

Puno demonstrated how she 
did it, using а piece of yellow 
pad. 

“I opened one end and slid out 
the condom [onto another piece 
of bond paper]. Using the tip of 
опе pen and another pen, I 
straightened it soir would flatten, 
and so I could write on it,” she 
said, 

“But how did you put it back 
inside without touching it?” Ro- 
drigo said. 

Puno responded by sliding an 
imaginary condom from the pa- 
per where she had dropped it, in- 
to the improvised envelope 
where it came from. 

Rodrigo also wanted to know if 
Puno noticed that any part of the 
complainant's pants or under- 
wear was torn. 

Puno answered in the nega- 
tive. 

Taking his turn, Smith's lawyer 
Benjamin Formoso asked Puno to 
describe the condom. He specifi- 
cally wanted to know if she had 
noticed anything inside it. 

"Base за pagkakita ko, yung 
condom po ay mabuhangin at 
malagkit-lagkit (From what I saw, 
it had some sand and was 
sticky)" Puno said. 


14 hours later 

The pieces of evidence were 

turned over to Puno's office by 
TIO case investigator Ramon Paje 
at around 1 p.m. of Nov. 2, or al- 
most 14 hours after the alleged 
rape. 
"The evidence bag was on her 
desk from that day until noon of 
Nov. 7, when they were turned 
over the Philippine National Po- 
lice Crime Laboratory. 

Apart from Nicole's clothing 
and the used condom, Puno took 
custody of an empty condom sa- 
chet and a bottle of beer, re- 
trieved from the area where the 
complainant was found. 

She also took custody of the 
trip ticket of Starways Transport 
Service Inc., the company that 
owned the Starex van. 

The van and its key were also 
turned over to Puno. 


‘Voluntary’ act 

‘Torres, the 10th witness for 
the prosecution and also of the 
IIO, maintained under oath that 
he never coerced driver Soriano 
into making his statement less 
than 24 hours after the alleged 
crime. 


He had to point this out after a 
prosecution counsel showed him 
the “second statement” submit- 
ted by Soriano five weeks after 
the incident, in which the driver 
claimed that he mentioned "gang 
rape” in his original narrative af- 
ter Torres punched him twice and 
threatened to include him among 
the suspects. 

“I deny ever assaulting him. All 
he did was voluntary” said Tor- 
res, referring to his two-hour in- 
terview session with Soriano, 

On direct examination by state 
prosecutor Valdez, Torres said 
various individuals, including 
high-ranking officials, were in his 
office during his first meeting 
with Soriano at around 9:30 p.m. 
of Nov. 2. 

‘Among them, he said, were 
Zambales Rep. Mitos Magsaysay, 
SBMA legal consultant Carlitos 
Cruz and businessman (and fel- 
low prosecution witness) Joseph 
Khonghun. 

He said these persons were go- 
ing in and out of his room. 

When a defense counsel ques- 
tioned the relevance of establish- 
ing their presence, Valdez coun- 
tered that this was *to prove there 
was no coercion.” 


Recantation 

‘Torres said that by the time he 
concluded taking Soriano’s state- 
ment at around 1 a.m. of Nov. 3, 
Antonio Ramos and Guy Papa- 
george, agents of the US Naval 
Criminal Investigative Service 
(NCIS), were present. 

At 9:30 am. Soriano was 
made to swear on the document 
before a prosecutor. The proceed- 
ings were also witnessed by an- 
other prosecutor, as well as SBMA 
Administrator Armand Areza. 

Soriano's purported "recanta- 
tion" entered the case records on. 
Dec. 8, 2005, during the prelimi- 
mary investigation at the Olon- 
заро City prosecutors office. 

Torres said he did not know of 
any charge being subsequently 
filed against him by Soriano 
over the alleged threats he 
made and punches he threw at 
the driver. 

In an earlier hearing, NCIS 
resident agent Ronald Beltz said 
he met Soriano on Nov. 16, 
2005—or much earlier, before 
the latters public recanta- 
tion—at the Century Park Hotel 
in Manila. 

Beltz said it was Soriano who 
contacted him through a female 
intermediary. He said the driver 
was then "frightened" and "had 
gone into hiding." 


State of shock 

Torres also said he spoke with 
Nicole at his office on the morn- 
ing of Nov. 2, after she came from 
the James Gordon Hospital for 
treatment accompanied by her 
sister and investigator Elsie 
Cabral. 

“She was complaining that her 
body and private parts ached," he 
said in Filipino. “She was in a 
state of shock and would sudden- 
уусу” 

Torres said Nicole was “not 
comfortable with a male investi- 
gator,” which was why he asked 
Cabral to continue the interview 
with her. 

Cross-examining Torres, de- 
fense counsel Jose Justiniano 
tried to corner the investigator on 
why the rape complaintoriginally 
named six US Marines as respon- 
dents when Soriano recalled hav- 
ing only five American passen- 
gers and the complainant in his 
van. 

"Torres explained that the infor- 
mation he got coming from NCIS 
agent Ramos, whom he described 
asa "reliable source" and а "com- 
petent authority" counted six 
suspects. 
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Congress last week approved a bill abolish- 
ing the death penalty despite protests from 
relatives of crime victims, who believe Ms Ar- 
royo, a staunch Roman Catholic, rushed ap- 
proval to please the pope. The President 
needs to sign the bill for it to become. law. 
‘Arroyo will leave next Saturday for Italy | 
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President Giorgio Napolitano. 
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talks with King Juan Carlos Ш and President 
Jose Luis Gonzalez Zapatero. 
Papal Nuncio Fernando Filoni, the Vatican's 
envoy to Manila, early this week praised the 
Philippine government for moving to outlaw 
capital punishment and taking “this step to- 
ward the culture of life.” 
Filoni, however, pointed out that "other 
fundamental rights of a person have not been 
properly defended.” 
He did not specify, but left-wing groups 
have criticized the government's crackdown 
on opponents and Ms Arroyo's failure to stop 
a wave of extrajudicial killings of their mem- 
bers, allegedly by security forces. 
‘More than 600 left-wing activists and their > 
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GMA orders Reds crushed in 2 years 


From page Al 


needed to be addressed.” 

He stressed that the administration was ad- 
dressing the insurgency problem by a 
“two-pronged approach.” 

One of these approaches is "by strengthen- 
ing the economy and that was why we have 
today a regional development program,” De- 
fensor said. 


Communist threat 

The military, on the other hand, will ad- 
dress the problem of insurgency, he said. 

‘Asked whether there was a single incident 
that prompted Ms Arroyo to take a new offen- 
sive against the CPP-NPA, Defensor said the 
development programs of the government 
had been affected by the communist threat in 
the countryside. 

He said that investments could not come in 
if the peace and order situation “will continue 
as we see it now.” 

After the meeting of the President and her 


tions of the AFP and the PNR" he said. 

Andaya said the AFP and the PNP would 
have to inform the DBM of counter-insurgen- 
cy operations they wanted funded and state, 
among others, the number of operations to be 
conducted and the areas where they would 
conduct this. 

He said he had had initial talks with AFP 
and PNP officials but he needed a formal let- 
ter from them. 

On top of the PS billion set aside by the gov- 
ernment for the modernization of the AFR An- 
daya also said that the government was set to 
sign an agreement with the United States on 
the purchase of helicopters and strategic air- 
craft. 

“It will be payable after two years,” he said. 


ment council meeting for the North Luzon 
ATTENTION Area. 


Bars, Restaurants & Coffee Shops 
werzalit- 


Werther Mel for outdoor se 
+ зале and апаке resist 
“Impenetrable to boing pete buts 
+ йишде in. 12 different tes Gh 
Round, Square or Rectangular 
+ Provate og printed on 

lable top aa elle. 
«шаце for Dun 

Coffe Shops un 


Decisive edge 

She said she had instructed national se- 
curity officials to work with the Depart- 
ment of Budget and Management “on se- 
lected hardware and fundings aside from 


Long-Lasting Table Tops 


Der 


ITALVARS моу Stackable & Quality Chairs 


the NPA," the President said. 

"These are investments that will yield 
peace dividends to the economy,” she de- 
cared. 

Ms Arroyo slammed the “opposition Left,” 

ternationalizing its campaign against 
the government and using the issue of human 
rights to “demonize our administration” be- 
fore the international community. 


GMA's legacy 
He said these aircraft could be delivered 
one month after the agreement was signed. 
Asked whether the President wants the in- 


Critical areas 


Adáress 


Tee aeann 


157 Sot E. Alvera St. Quezon Cy 


элө! кдавшепоп som 


1. 901-2008 Рак No: 902-0526, 


expertise 


iscover Your Power to Protect 


DISSECTING FACTS ON HEPATITIS A 


By: Dr. Anna Ong-Lim 
Consultant, 


Section of Infectious and Tropical Diseases in Pediatrics 


Hepatitis is a general term 
referring to inflammation (swelling) of 
the liver, This disease can be caused by 
drugs or medications, exposure to 
chemicals in the environment, or even 
by inherited conditions. However, the 
more common cause of hepatitis in 
developing countries remains to be 
infectious agents, among which Is a 
virus known as Hepatitis A. 

The virus is more frequently 
transmitted where there are poor 
sanitary conditions. Taking water or 
food contaminated with stool which 
has the virus may lead to onset of the 
disease. This type of transmission is 
called "fecal-oral." Ealing 
contaminated shellfish or improperly 
washed, raw fruits and vegetables also 
often spreads the virus. 

Transmission has been reported 
through direct person to person 
contact in households where good 
personal hygiene is not observed 
‘Sexual contact is also a means by 
which the virus can be transmitted. 

i. The Hepatitis A virus can live 

‘outside the body for months, 
depending on environmental 

+ conditions. It can survive on kitchen 
counter tops for three to four hours at 

"normal temperatures. The virus is 

; Killed by exposure to heat (85 degrees 
'C) for one minute. However, it can still 

: ‘be spread from cooked food if this gets 
contaminated after cooking. Adequate 
chlorination of water usually kills any 
Hepatitis A virus that may get into the 
“water supply. 

Hepatitis A was thought to have 
been described long ago by 
Hippocrates, and what he saw then is 

«similar to modern findings: fever, 
weakness, vomiting, and poor 
appetite. The patient 15 observed to 
have welght loss, dark urine, and 
yellowing of the skin (jaundice). Мапу 
patients complain of itchiness once 

* jaundice setsin. 

Unfortunately, school children 
(above 2 years) or productive adults 
are often the ones who suffer from 
these symptoms, These usually last 
less than 2 months but can persist for 
as long as 6 months, A small 
percentage of patients Infected with 
hepatitis A risk serious complications 
like liver failure. These include people 
with previously diagnosed liver disease. 
or those above 60 years old. On rare 


Philippine General Hospital 


Gccaslons, hepatitis A has caused death 
(‘fulminant hepatitis". 

‘The average patient can miss up to 
five weeks of school or work due to the 
illness because there Is no specific cure. 
Once diagnosed, patients can only be 
advised to rest and to consume foods 
high in protein. Intimate contact should 
be avolded so that spread to other 
household members can be minimized. 

The Philippines is considered to be 
an area where hepatitis A is 
widespread. To avoid the disease and its 
complications, immunization with 
hepatitis A vaccine has been 
recommended by local and 
international medical societies, For 
children 12 months or older, the 
Pediatric Infectious Disease Society of 
the Philippines recommends that two 
doses be given 6-12 months apart. For 
adults, those who have tested negative. 
for the disease may also be given two 
doses of the vaccine using the same 
schedule. 

Hepatitis A vaccines are 
manufactured from inactivated virus 
particles, and therefore cannot cause 
disease in the vaccinated individual. 
The vaccine has proven to be safe and 
effective. Studies have shown that it can 
prevent infection in about 9596 of 
people who are exposed. Experts 
believe that protection may last ten 
years or longer when the two-dose 
vaccine series is completed. There are 
generally no known side effects, except 
for some pain at the site of the injection. 


For protection against vaccine 
preventable diseases, ask your doctor 
about the suitable vaccines for every 
member of the family, depending on their 
age and lifestyle, GSK Family Vaccines is 
partnering with the medical community, 
so more patients can discover their power 
to protect their loved ones inside and 
outside the home. Get more health 
on family 
protection through vaccination. 
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She said this was why she was going to 
Spain next week, as part of her foreign trip, 
“to thank the government of Spain because 
they have consistently supported us in our 
fight for security and stability in our coun- 


Presidential Chief of Staff Michael Defen- 
sor told reporters that Ms Arroyo had told de- 
fense officials that instead of their target of 
6-10 years to wipe out insurgency, they 
should have a “short term, medium term and 
long term” strategy. 

“We're not saying we can achieve this im- 
mediately but at least we can do this in critical 
areas, like Quezon, Southern Tagalog and 
Northern Luzon,” Defensor said. 


2-pronged approach 

He recalled that during her Independence 
Day speech, Ms Arroyo had called for unity 
‘and for peace in Mindanao. 

“So here is the answer to the problem of the 
communist threat,” Defensor said. 

Asked how soon Ms Arroyo wanted the job 
done, Defensor said: "In the short term, one 
to two years... at least in the critical areas that 


Cabinet with regional leaders of North Luzon, 
Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said Ms Arroyo 
had told them that she had committed to give 
the region P25 billion per year or P75 billion 
in the next three years for their proposed de- 
velopment programs. 


4 regional groups 

The money will come from national budget 
allocations, Bunye told reporters. 

"The President said it’s now that we are in a 
position to fund this budget because of the re- 
form programs that she has started,” he said. 


“That P7S billion over three years is now a 


very reasonable resource allocation per re- 
gional grouping.” Bunye said. 

Malacanang plans to turn “four enlarged 
regional groupings” into investment and de- 
velopment areas, and these are North Luzon, 
Metro Luzon, Central Philippines and Min- 
danao, officials said. 


Counter-insurgency 

Andaya told reporters that the P1-billion 
fund to be used for government operations 
against the NPA would come from savings in 
the reenacted 2005 budget. 

"We will just augment the current opera- 


surgency to be wiped out before her term 
ends, he said: "Yes, that would be one of her 
legacies," Andaya said. 


SISON: Politically motivated to divert 
attention 


693 cases filed all over RP; 
Joma says cover-up 


From page Al 


The charges were filed in munici- 
pal and regional trial courts in Bicol, 
the Visayas and in some provinces in 
Northern Luzon. 

The rest of the other cases were ex- 
pected to be filed in the next few 
weeks, the source said. 

The official said Sison and the en- 
tire CPP leadership would also be 
charged criminally with killing sus- 
pected military informers and for the 
use by the NPA of women and chil- 
dren as combatants, a clear violation 
of the international convention on 
the rights of women and minors. , 

“How would these connect to Joma 
Sison? We will establish in court that 
these atrocities were committed in 
compliance with directives from him. 
and the CPP leadership to intensify 
the revolution in the countrysides,” 
the official said. 


Sison denies charges 

Earlier the INqUIRER reported based 
onits sources familiar with the matter 
that the Arroyo administration was 
also preparing to file murder charges 
against Sison and top CPP leaders, in- 
cluding Benito and Wilma Tiamzon, 
in connection with the killing of for- 
тег CPP/NPA leaders Romulo Kinta- 
nar in 2003 and Arturo Tabara in 
2004. 

‘The killings of Kintanar and Tabara 
occurred in Quezon City but the ad- 
ministration plans to file the cases in 
the Netherlands, where Sison has 
lived in exile since 1987. 

Saying he had no omnipotent pow- 
ers, Sison yesterday denied he had 
anything to do with the killings of Kin- 
tanar and Tabara, or with other crimes. 
ascribed to him by the government. 

In a statement from his exile base 
inthe Netherlands, Sison branded the 
allegations as “politically motivated 
and meant to deceive the people and 
divert their attention from the crimi- 
nal culpabilities of the Arroyo regime 
for electoral fraud, corruption and 
rights violations.” 


‘Acts of the revolution’ 

Sison said that while the CPP and 
the NPA had owned up to killing Kin- 
tanar and Tabara for their alleged 
crimes against “the revolutionary 
forces and the people,” he was not in- 
volved in meting out the death sen- 
tences on the two. 

* should not be misrepresented as 
the omnipotent entity making deci- 
sions for the CPP and NPA,” Sison 
said, adding he was only the chief po- 
litical consultant of a National Demo- 
cratic Front panel involved in peace 
negotiations with the government. 

He said the deaths of Kintanar and 
‘Tabara were “acts of the revolution” 


` 


by the CPP and the NPA. 

“By their official statements ap- 
pearing іп wwwphilippinerevolu- 
tion.org and other publications, the 
CPP and the NPA have long admitted 
responsibility for giving battle to Kin- 
tanar and Tabara as armed and dan- 
gerous agents of the reactionary gov- 
emment, who committed serious 
crimes against the revolutionary 
forces and the people,” Sison said. 


Beyond RP's reach 

Sison said the Philippine govern- 
ment had always tried to pin him 
down for rebellion and murder but 
these were “barefaced lies.” 

He said the supposed administra- 
tion case against him would amount 
to nothing because he was “beyond 
the jurisdiction of the Philippine au- 
thorities under Philippine and inter- 
national law.” 

“There is no extradition treaty be- 
tween the Philippine and Dutch gov- 
ernments," he said. “I am also pro- 
tected by the Refugee Convention 
and Article 3 of the European Con- 
vention on Human Rights, which pro- 
hibits the Dutch government from ex- 
pelling me to anywhere I am in dan- 
ger of torture and other ill treat- 
ment.” 

Sison said the accusations against 
him "will not draw away the attention 
of the people from the culpability of 
the Arroyo regime for the murder of 
more than 680 legal activists, the 
forced disappearance and torture of 
some hundreds more and the massive 
military assaults on the working peo- 
ple in the various regions.” 


Widows’ version 

Kintanar was a former New Peo- 
ples Army chief while Tabara was а 
former member of the CPP military 
commission and political bureau. 

Both Kintanar and Tabara were 
breakaways from the mainstream 
CPP group identified with Sison. 

In affidavits filed with the Depart- 
ment of Justice, Gloria Asuncion Jop- 
son-Kintanar and Veronica Tabara, 
widows of the slain rebel leaders, ad- 
mitted to having "personal knowl- 
edge” of the policies and modes of op- 
eration of the CPP-NPA and these in- 
cluded killing party members sus- 
pected of “counterrevolutionary ac- 
tivities,” according to the INQUIRER 
sources. 


Man behind pseudonyms 

The two widows also categorically 
named Sison as the founder and chair 
of the CPP and the person behind the 
aliases “Amado Guerrero" and "Ar- 
mando Liwanag." 

The two women said they knew 
about Sison's role in the CPP/NPA as 
former members of the communist 


movement from the "70s to the 905. 

Bayan Muna Rep. Satur Ocampo 
said lawyers he had talked to called 
the government's plan to file murder 
charges in the Netherlands agaist Si- 
son“a crazy idea.” 

“There has yet to be a precedent 
wherein а criminal case was filed 
againsta political activist who's out of 
the country ... think that this is just 
political propaganda," Ocampo said 
atanews forum, 


Other militants react 

"They just want to discredit Jose 
мада Sison in his campaign to re- 
move himself from the terrorist li 
ing (of the United States and the Eu- 
ropean Union)," Ocampo said. 

Other militant leaders also de- 
mounced the governments legal 
moves against Sison. 

"This is harassment, plain and sim- 
ple. It is another part of the govern- 
ment plan to attack the Left on all 
fronts, using all means foul and fair to 
prevent us from exposing the rotten- 
mess of this regime," said Danilo 
Ramos, secretary general of the Kilu- 
sang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas, 

The KMP is allied with the legal 
Lefts umbrella group Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan, or Bayan, 
‘which is identified with the so-called, 
pro-Sison Reaffirmist faction within 
the leftist movement. 

Laban ng Masa chair Francisco Ne- 
menzo condemned the government's 
"cynical use" of the deaths of Kinta- 
mar and Tabara by attributing the re- 
cent wave of killings of militants to 
leftist internal conflicts 

Saying two to three years had al- 
ready passed since the deaths of Kin- 
тапаг and Tabara, Nemenzo added: 
“The revival of cases the government 
has long neglected to serve its current. 
propaganda objectives speaks ill of 
our system of justice.” 

‘The leftist group split into factions 
inthe early 1990s. 

Party-list groups identified with 
the Reaffirmists, such as Bayan Mu- 
па, Gabriella and Anakpawis, hold six 
seats in Congress and are among the 
harshest critics of the Arroyo admin- 
istration, 


Appeal to the widows 

‘Ramos urged the widows of Kinta- 
nar and Tabara not to be used by gov- 
ernment. 

“The Department of Justice is Just 
capitalizing on your pain and anger, 
зо that they can hurt the Left, even if 
they know that Prof. Sison has noth- 
ing to do with (the) supposed mur- 
ders," the KMP leader said, With re- 
ports from Norman Bordadora, 
Luige A. del Puerto and Delfin Т. 
Mallari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bu- 
reau 
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Romulo denies eyeing Washington posting 


By Juliet Labog-avellana 


FOR THE NTH TIME, FOREIGN SECRETARY 
Alberto Romulo has denied that he was seek- 
ing or had been offered the post of Philippine 
ambassador to the United States. 

‘And sources said the Washington post would 
go to Ambassador Willy баа, consul general in. 
Tos Angeles, when Ambassador Alberto del 
Rosario's resignation takes effect on July B. 

“The talkin Washington is thatit will be Am- 
bassador Gaa,” said an Ingumer source who 
asked notto be named because she was not au- 
thorized to talk about the appointment. 

Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago, chair of the 
Senate committee on foreign relations and head 
of the Commission on Appointments panel that 
screens foreign service nominees, confirmed that 
Саа was in the shortlist of nominees for the 
Philippines most important diplomatic post. 

“He's one of them,” Santiago said when 
asked by the Inquire. But she said it was up to 
President Macapagal-Arroyo to announce the 
name of the No. 1 contender. 

Ms Arroyo was Santiago's special guest at the 
party marking her 61st birthday last Thursday. 


Baja 

Santiago also confirmed that Ambassador 
Lauro Baja, the Philippines’ permanent repre- 
sentative to the United Nations, wanted the 
‘Washington post. 

Baja will soon be replaced by former Chief 
Justice Hilario Davide Jr, but the latter's ap- 
ointment has yet to be confirmed. 

Sources said Baja was being endorsed by 
Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr, and Gaa, the 
country’s former ambassador to China, by 
newspaper publisher Maximo Soliven. 

Romulo has expressed consternation at re- 
сштїп news reports that he would be moved 
to Washington, an official close to him said. 

‘Yesterday, Romulo—who was in Washing- 
ton for the Philippine Independence Day rites 
there, told the official: “[The post] was not of- 


fered to me. And ifit were, Thave no desire or 
inclination to take [it]. I would rather resign 
[from the Cabinet].” 

The official said Romulo was content to 
stay on as foreign secretary. 

Romulo has reportedly said that only a rich 
man could afford to take the Washington post 
because he has to subsidize the perks accorded 
to Filipino politicians visiting the United States. 


Conflicting statements 

On June 13, Malacanang said Del Rosario 
had quit, but the ambassador said he had been 
recalled. 

An молел source said Del Rosario decided 
to quit when he leamed from unofficial chan- 
nels that he would be recalled because Mala- 
canang had found a suitable replacement. 

‘The source said Malacanang was looking 
for someone of Del Rosario's stature. 

Romulo was to personally break the 
news to Del Rosario when he flew to the 
United States early this week. But Del 
Rosario apparently learned about Mala- 


canang's plan before Romulo arrived. 

Del Rosario had been wanting to quit since 
2004 but Ms Arroyo had repeatedly prevailed 
‘upon him:o stay on, the source said. 
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GMA allies 
told to look 
at fraud 
evidence 


STUNG BY CRITICISM 
from administration 
legislators for revealing. 
the initial findings of a 
Senate inquiry into the 
"Helo Gard” tape 
scandal, Sen. Rodolfo 
Biazon yesterday said 
he was willing to brief 
Malacañangs “loyal 
defenders” on the al- 
legedly damning evi- 
dence of fraud in the 
May 2004 elections. 

“IE they want to ex- 
amine these pieces of 
evidence, they're free to 
do it. If they want ex- 
tensive discussion on 
these pieces of evi- 
dence, theyre welcome. 
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той, he told reportes 

Biazon said the in- 
vestigating committee 
оп national defense, 
which he chairs, had 
“strong and conclusive 
evidence” that there 
was “massive cheating” 
to favor President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 

“This proof wasin the 
fom of “testimonies, 
documents and materi- 
al physical pieces of evi- 
dence,” he said. 

He promised the ad- 
ministration congress- 
men that they would 
be allowed to present 
their own evidence at 
the briefing or disprove 
the evidence already in 
the hands of the com- 
mittee. 

"I do hope that they 
refrain from using in- 
sults, Like now am be- 
ing called а voodoo 
practitioner, irresponsi- 
ble, publiciy-hungry 
and other such unflat- 
tering description. Let 
me show them the evi 
dence anytime,” Bia- 
zon said. 

The President’sallies 
in the House of Repre- 
sentatives rebuked Bia- 
zon the other day for 
the premature release 
of his commitree's find- 
ings before the com- 
mittee could vote on its 
report and present it to 
the plenary 

Surigao del Sur Rep, 
Prospero Pichay brand- 
ed it as “speculative as- 
sessment” by a "public 
ity-hungry” senator. 

lalasCMD Repre- 
sentatives есеј 
Javer and Marcelino 1 
libanan accused the H 
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By Christine Gaylican 


TO JUSTIFY its bid for a five-year 
extension of the Comprehensive 
Agrarian Reform Program, the 
Department of Agrarian Reform 
yesterday said it has identified 
500,000 hectares of new private 
and public agricultural lands for 
distribution to farmers under 
СААР 

“This gives us more leverage in 
justifying in Congress that CARP 
should be extended until maybe 
the year 2012 to 2013,” Agrarian 
Reform Secretary Nasser Pangan- 
daman said in а recent press 
briefing, 

CARP is set to expire in 2008. 
‘There is now a pending bill in 
Congress to extend the program. 

Pangandaman said that some 
130,000 hectares was targeted 
for ‘distribution by DAR this 
year. 

Now on its 18th year of imple- 
mentation, the CARP bas dis- 
tributed 3.7 million hectares of 
agricultural lands to farmer-ben- 
eficiaries nationwide. However, 
590,000 hectares are still pend- 
ing for distribution. 

legal obstacles, however, 
have hindered the swift imple- 
mentation of CARP in recent 
years. 

The Foodfirst Information and 
‘Action Network-Philippines (Fi 
an) said judicial obstruction has 
become а major problem for 
farmers who have certificates of 
land ownership but could not 
take over the lands due to court 
orders. 

"The current situation of 
agrarian reform now is slow and 
hampered by judicial obstruc- 
tion and lack of political will. Its 
worse than vefore, especially in 
the level of the regional trial 
courts and Court of Appeals," Fi- 
an's Manuel Quiambao said in a 
forum. 

‘Quiambao noted that since last. 
year, municipal and regional trial 
courts, and the Court of Appeals 
have been exempting or exclud- 
ing haciendas already identified 
for CARP coverage. 

The Court of Appeals, for ex- 
ample, excluded the 500-hectare 


sugar plantation owned by for- 
mer Sen. Rene Espina in Tanjay 
City, Negros Oriental, from CARP 
coverage in a ruling issued in 
February. 

The court decision displaced 
some 200 peasant farmers and ef- 
fectively barred them from har- 
vesting the rice and other food 
crops they planted in the lands 
earlier awarded to them. 

“The Court of Appeals seems 
to be the body being used nowa- 
days by landowners to block 
agrarian reform," Fian said in a 
statement. 

Fian noted that land distribu- 
tion under CARP has decreased 
significantly under the Arroyo ad- 
ministration, with the govern- 
ment distributing only 105,000 
hectares in 2001, 111,000 
hectares in 2002 and 97,000 in 
2003. 

In contrast, under President Fi- 
del Ramos, an average of 
314,000 hectares of land was dis- 
tributed annually and under 
President Joseph Estrada, 
135,000 hectares, Fian said. 

Eddie Lopez, president of 
Kilusang Magbubukid ng Bon- 
doc Peninsula, said even -the 
DAR Adjudication Board, has re- 
versed its decision to place 
around 18,000 hectares of co- 
conut plantation in Quezon 
province under CARP. 

Quiambao said only around 15 
percent of 370,000 hectares of 
sugar lands in Negros have been 
distributed under CARP while 
some 700,000 hectares of co- 
conut plantations in the Philip- 
pines have yet to be placed under 
CARP despite their eligibility 

"And we haven't even men- 
tioned the haciendas owned by 
Cojuangcos, Floirendos, Loren- 
zos, Sebastians. . . The landown- 
ers are appealing to the higher 
courts to stop the (CARP) imple- 
mentation, and we all know liti- 
gation takes years,” Quiambao 
said. 

He said the recent Supreme 
Court decision on the Roberto 
Cuenca case, saying lower courts 
have no jurisdiction over CARP 
cases was the only positive court 
ruling so far. 
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MALACANANG YESTERDAY 
backed police and military efforts 
to prosecute exiled rebel chief 
Jose Maria Sison, accusing him of 

ating terror in the Philip- 
pines by remote control. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
said prosecuting Sison was meant 
to expose the Communist Party of 
the Philippines founder as an “en- 
ету of democracy and freedom." 

Ina statement, Bunye described 


the government's legal offensive 
against Sison as a “fight against 
terror and dictatorship as it is a 
fight for democracy and justice.” 
“For too long, the leadership of 
the revolutionary left has sought 
refuge in a foreign land while 
commanding and controlling the 
agents of terror in the Philippines. 
engaged in murder, extortion, the 
use of child soldiers and the de- 
ployment of land mines.” 
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DAR identifies new Govt offensive on Joma a ‘fight vs terror’ 
lands for CARP 


Bunye also said: “We are confi- 
dent that as this case moves for- 
ward, he (Sison) will eventually 
be exposed as the enemy of 
democracy and freedom that he 
really is rather than the op- 
pressed political refugee that he 
portrays himself” 

Malacafiang also reaffirmed its 
support for the decision by devel- 
oped countries to include Sison, 
the CPP and the New People's 


Army on their lists of global ter- 
rorist organizations. 

“The global community, in- 
cluding the United States and the 
European Union, are our strong 
allies against terror and both Mr. 
Sison and the NPA are on their 
lists,” Bunye said. 

Sison has vigorously de- 
nounced his and his group being 
labeled as terrorists. Gil C. Caba- 
сипап: 


Bayan Muna solons ready to run for Senate 


From page Al 
party and the Senate was the lack 
offunds. 

“Many of our allies are sug- 
gesting that we run for the 
Senate. However, the type of 
electoral campaign for such a 
position requires hundreds of 
millions of pesos. We don’t 
have that amount of money,” 
Ocampo said at the weekly 
Kapihan sa Newsdesk in Que- 
zon City. 

“There are also invitations for 
us to be a guest candidate in a 
party slate,” he added. 

Casifio also said Bayan Muna 
was considering running for the 
Senate, except that money was “a 
huge obstacle.” 

“But as far as nationwide party 
machinery and political founda- 
tion are concerned, Bayan Muna 
already has what it takes,” he 
said. 

Asked if the party was ripe for 
the Senate, Casifio said categori- 
cally: “Yes.” 


Crucial stage 

According to Ocampo, the 
present time is “a crucial stage” 
in Philippine politics. 

“There is a trend, after the 
long battle with the Marcos dic- 
tatorship, to allow political dis- 
senters to participate {їп the 
parliamentary struggle],” he 
said 

But officials like National Se- 
curity Adviser Norberto Gonza- 
les want Bayan Muna and other 
leftist political groups out of 
mainstream politics, Ocampo 
said. 

"Thats the reason cases have 
been filed against us," he said, re- 
ferring to the charge of rebellion. 


filed against him, Casifio and four 
other militant party-list represen- 
tatives. 

"[The government has) no case. 
of rebellion against us. But now 
there is the brutal killing of our 
members,” he said. 

Ocampo urged journalists “to 
watch the coming develop- 
ments.” 

"Rightists are holding court, 
and in the process they are sub- 
verting what they say they up- 
hold,” he added. 


Gonzales’ РОЅР 

Ocampo said the Partido 
Demokratiko Sosyalista ng Pilip- 
inas (PDSP) headed by Gonzales 
had twice been thwarted in its ef- 
fort to make it in the party-list 
race. 

"It twice ran in the party-list 
elections but failed to muster 
the required 300,000 votes {for 
party-list representation], he 
Seid. 

On the other hand, Bayan Mu- 
na got 1.7 million votes in 2001 
and 1.2 million votes in 2004. 
(See What Went Before.) 

“We had less votes in 2004 
because Bayan Muna expand- 
ed its base" and parts of its con- 
stituency voted for its allied 
party-list groups, Casifio said, 
adding that the coalition now 
included Anakpawis, Gabriela, 
the overseas Filipino workers 
group Migrante, and the 
Bangsamoro advocacy group 
Suara. ` 

He said the Left's presence in 
the House had likewise expanded 
to six—three from Bayan Muna 
(Ocampo, Joel Virador and him- 
self) two from Anakpawis 
(Crispin Beltran and Rafael Mari- 
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WHAT WENT BEFORE 


Twice No. | 


AS EARLY AS 1987, leftist ac- 
tivists have tried to enter main- 
stream politics. 

In that year, months after he 
was freed from prison, former 
New People's Army chief Bern- 
abe “Kumander Dante" Bus- 
cayno and six others—Nella. 
Sancho, Crispin Beltran, Romeo 
Capulong, Horacio Morales Jr., 
Jaime Tadeo and Jose Burgos 
Jr—ran for seats in the Senate 
under the militant Partido ng 
Bayan in the first national elec- 
tions held after Edsa | 

Butal seven lost 

Fourteen years later, the politi- 
al party Bayan Mana emerged 
topnotcher in tha 2001 party-list 


ano) and one from Gabriela (Liza. 
Maza). 


Morale high 

Both Ocampo and Casifio said 
the morale of Bayan Muna mem- 
bers remained high despite the 
series of unsolved killings and the. 
political persecution of their 
ranks. 

They said the issue was dis- 
cussed at Bayan Muna’s national 
council meeting two weeks ago. 

“The killings have had an im- 
mediate yet temporary effect in 
the pace of the organization be- 
cause we have given instructions 
to our organizers to be wary" 
Ocampo said. 

“Of course, if there's an assassi- 
nation in one area, our organizers 


elections with 1.7 million votes, 
allowing Satur Ocampo, Liza. 
Maza and Beltran seats in the 
House of Representatives. 

Beltran and Maza resigned 
from Bayan Muna in 2003 to help 
form their own party-list 
groups—Anakpawis and Gabriela 
Women's Party, respectively 

“They were replaced in Bayan 
Muna by Joel Virador and 
Siegfred Deduro. 

In the 2004 elections, Bayan 
Muna garnered 1.2 million votes, 
making it the topnotcher for the 
second time. 

Ocampo, its president, Virador 
and Teodoro Casifio now repre- 
sent it in the House. Minerva 
Generalao and Cyril. 
Bonabente, PDI Research 


have to lie low. But the determi- 
nation to press for our rights re- 
mains,” he said. 


“Treacherous killings’ 

With neither arms пог 
means to secure themselves 
with bodyguards, Ocampo 
said Bayan Muna's counterof- 
fensive had been to expose 
“the treacherous killings, the 
gross violation of human 
rights.” 

“The results have been good. 
The Catholic Bishops Confer- 
ence of the Philippines has spo- 
ken against the unsolved 
killings]. The Commission on 
Human Rights has also issued а 
strong statement" Ocampo 
said 


High court 
stops Luisita 
distribution 
to farmers 
Frompage Al 


sion or revocation of 
said agreement.” 


Violation 

Thus, he said the 
planned government 
takeover of Hacienda 
Luisita for distribution 
tà farmers was viola- 
tive of the “constitu 
tional protection 
against the impairment. 
of contractual rights 
and obligations and 
deprivation of its (НШ) 
propery without due 
process of law" 

Elma pointed out 
that the SDOA had 
been approved by 
PARC itself on Nov. 
21, 1989 after 5,498 
hacienda — workers 
oùt оГ а total 6,296 
ópted to be part of it. 

Ina follow-up refer- 
etdum conducted by 
the DAR on Oct. 14, 
1989, 5,117 out of a 
total 5,315 farmwork- 
ers-beneficiaries opted 
18 receive shares in 
HLI and only 132 pre- 
ferred land distribu- 
tion, he explained. 

Under the said 
SDOA, P3 billion in 
salaries, wages and 
fringe benefits repre- 
senting 3 percent of 
the gross sales of the 
production of agri- 
cultural land һай 
been handed to the 
farmworker/benefi- 
ciaries, НЫ said. 

In the petition, El- 
ma asked the high 
court to resolve the 
issue of "whether 
PARC and Pangan- 
daman have the juris- 
diction, power” and 
"authority to nullify, 
recall, revoke or re- 
vind the SPO” 

Wuh AFP report 
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Mild quake jolts Zambo 


A MODERATE 49-MAGNITUDE EARTH- 
quake shook the southern Philippines yester- 
day but there were no immediate reports of 
damage or injuries, officials said. 

‘The epicenter of the quake was just off the 
coast of the Zamboanga peninsula, about 110 
an north of Zamboanga City, the Philippine 
Institute of Volcanology and Seismology said 
inastatement, 

‘The quake hit at 3:24 a.m. and sent ob- 
jects swaying in nearby towns, although 
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there were no reports of panic, damage or 
injuries. 

The Philippines sits on what is commonly 
referred to as the Pacific “Ring of Fire," a zone 
of frequent earthquakes and volcanic erup- 
tions that encircles the Pacific Ocean basin. 

‘Although about five quakes hit the Philip- 
pines every day few are felt. Only three major, 
destructive tremors have been recorded in 
more than 30 years; according to the insti- 
tute. 
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Pinoy or not, Asi must 
pay millions in taxes-BIR 


Frompage Al 


"When the BIR filed its complaint, 
however, it failed to cite the exact 
amount of Taulava's income earned 
here and the amount of taxes he 
should pay Neither did the DOJ 
charge sheet detailed his tax dues. 

State Prosecutor Ma. Cristina A. 
Montera-Barrot, who recommended 
the filing of the case before the Court 
of Tax Appeals, said that Taulava, 
whether he is halFilipino or not, 
should pay taxes for income he had 
earned here. 

Taulava, who was born in Tonga, is 
a member of the Philippine Long Dis- 
tance Telephone Co.'s (PLDT) Talk 'N 
Text team. 

Montera-Barrot said that “it is 
undisputed that [Taulava], being an 
alien prior to being recognized as [a] 
Filipino citizen on June 21, whether a 
resident or not, who derived income 
from sources within the Philippines, 
is legally obliged to pay or [be] sub- 
jectto income taxes.” 


Income made in RP 

She said this was pursuant to the. 
provision of the NIRC stating that an 
“alien individual, whether a resident 
or not of the Philippines, is taxable 
only on income derived form sources 
within the Philippines.” 

Based on information from the Bu- 
reau of Internal Revenue, Taulava 
started to earn income in the Philip- 
pines in 1998 when he was engaged 
by DDS Productmakers to play in 
their Blu Detergent team where he re- 
ceived P300,000 every month. 

1а 1999, Adidas Phils. Inc. paid him 
P1 million to endorse the company’s 
products, and from 1999 to 2001, 
Pilipino Telephone Corp. (Piltel) en- 
gaged his services as a "skilled profes- 
sional athlete" to play for their team in 
the Philippine Basketball Association. 

He inked а contract to play with 
the PLDT team from June 1, 2001 to 
Dec. 31, 2005. 


Unaware of tax laws 

In his defense, Taulava claimed 
that from 1999 to 2003, his employ- 
ers deducted P3,762,466.67 in taxes 
“withheld at source.” 

He also said that since he was 


THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE RE- 
voked Paul "Asi" Taulava's certificate. 
of recognition as a Filipino in 1999 
because of discrepancies in Taulava's 
birth certificate and that of his moth- 
ers. 

The basketball star claimed that 
his mother was a Filipina and his fa- 
ther was a Tongan, making him half- 
Filipino and half-Tongan. 

His birth certificate, however, 
showed that his mother was born in 
Маши, Tonga. But the birth certificate 
of Taulava's mother indicated she 
was born in San Jose, Northern 
Samar. 

Based on the DOJ decision, the 
Bureau of Immigration ordered Таша- 
va's summary deportation. 

The athiete appealed his case and 
оп Feb. 2, 2000, Taulava's mother, 
Paulina Hernandez Mateaki Taulava, 
testified before the BI Board of Com- 
missioners that she was born in 
Samar in 1950, and that she was still 
a Filipino when her son was born in 
1973. Mrs. Taulava became a natural- 
ized Tongan citizen only in 1976. 

However, the BI declared Taulava 
ineligible to play with any team and 
eventually had him blacklisted. 

Taulava left the country on May 11, 
2000. He returned in June 2001 and 
submitted documents signed by wit- 
nesses attesting that Taulava's mother 
was Flipino and that the Hernandez clan 
existed in Catarman and San Jose in 
‘Samar. Then Justice Secretary Hernan- 
бо Perez reversed DOJS earlier decision 
and recognized Taulava as a Filipino. 

‘On Aug. 7, 2003, the Senate Com- 
mittee on Games, Amusement and 
‘Sports, headed by the late Sen. Robert 
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"raised and had lived in the US since 
birth, he was not familiar nor was he 
aware of the intricacies of the tax laws 
when he came to the Philippines in 
1998 as a 25-year-old aspiring basket- 
bal player.” and had “relied heavily" on 
his business manager Ricardo Santos. 
Taulava added that he had “relied 
on his employer (Piltel and PLDT) 
who were legally obliged to file the 
correct or proper withholding tax re- 


Barbers released a report which found 
the documents submitted by Taulava 
as fake. The committee urged the BI to 
deport the basketball star. 

in June 2005, the Court of Appeals 
upheld the Filipino citizenship of Taula- 
ха. In their decision, the justices said 
that "Taulava's natural-born citizenship 
was already recognized by the BI Board 
of Commissioners, which enjoys the. 
presumption of regularity in the perfor- 
mance of their duties." 

A few months later, Justice Secre- 
tary Raul Gonzalez sought for Taulava's 
deportation and cancellation of his Fil- 
ipino citizenship because his dacu- 
ments and birth certificate were fake. 

On Nov. 3, 2005, Taulava asked the 
‘Supreme Court to junk Gonzalez's pe- 
tition, Mel Lawrence de Guzman, 
PDI Research 


turns" on his behalf. 

However, the DOJ said: "Non-famil- 
jarity with our tax laws cannot be made 
ап excuse for non-compliance with the 
provisions of the NIRC of 1997." 

"Taulava's failure to file his annual 
income tax returns for “six consecu- 
tive years, from 1998 to 2003, is in- 
dicative of his willful intent to cheat 
the government of its due taxes,” the 
DOJ added. 
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2 more 
firms face 
tax raps 


THE BUREAU OF IN- 
ternal Revenue yesterz 
day filed separate 
charges of tax evasion 
against two corpora- 
tions—one engaged 
in the sale of comput: 
ers and heavy equip- 
ment and another in, 
‘motoring—for аі" 
legedly defrauding 
the government of 
millions of pesos in 
unpaid taxes. 

‘One World Мии 
dustries and its presi- 
dent and treasurer, 
Johnny Co, were 
charged with evading 
the payment of some, 
445.8 million in taxes, 
The BIR said it received 
an anonymous email 
urging the agency to 
examine the records of 
the company. 

One World was 
found to have np 
record of tax returns 
from 2001 to 2003. It 
filed returns in 2000 
but claimed it had по 
operations. 

їп the second case, 
the BIR charged Sun 
‘Motors Industries De- 
velopment Corp, the, 
exclusive distributor of 
*Slywing and Skystar” 
Chinese-made scooters 
and motorcycles for 
non-payment of taxes, 
amounting to P6.3 mil- 
lion, Also charged were 
the company’s presi- 
dent, also named John- 
ny Co, reasurer Rascell 
Labindeo and execu- 
tive assistant Patrick 
Hocehuan. 

The investigation 
was also spurred by 
an e-mailed tip. 

The BIR said that 
Sun Motors had over- 
stated its deductions 
by claiming fictitious 
domestic purchases 
amounting to P5.39 
million, C. Bal- 
una N. Flores 
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Full disclosure 


HERE WAS MASSIVE CHEATING DURING THE 
Т elections and the cheater greatly benefited 

from it, Sen. Rodolfo Biazon said Wednesday. The 
cheating was concentrated in the Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao and its end-result was that President 
Macapagal-Arroyo was credited with at least 662,00 
more votes than she actually got. 

Did the cheating alter the outcome 
of the elections? Biazon would not 
say, but he pointed out that this was 
not what the Senate investigation sought to establish. 
"We are not trying to prove who won, but definitely the 
cheating benefited GMA,” he said. 

‘The Senate committee on national defense headed by 
Biazon has conducted seven hearings on the “Hello Gar- 
ci? controversy since August last year. While top civilian 
and military officials were barred from testifying by Exec- 
utive Order 464, Biazon said there was enough oral and 
written evidence to warrant the conclusion of rampant 
cheating in the polls. “My initial evaluation of the testi- 
mony and evidence points to massive cheating,” he said. 

Malacafiang and its allies say, however, that Biazon is 
flogging a dead horse. “The senator is trying to revive an 
issue that the public is tired of and wants to leave be- 
hind," Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said. “Pure halluci- 
nation,” said Surigao del Sur Rep. Prospero Pichay. “He 
(Biazon) should not have issued that statement when 
they do not have enough evidence to back up their 
claims.” 

But if Biazon’s disclosure proves anything, it’s that the 
issue is not dead and buried as the administration wants 
it to be. And indeed it would be a sad day for Philippine 
democracy if Filipinos grow weary of the issue and 
choose to forget about it like a bad dream. 

Since the “Hello Garci” scandal broke a year ago, noth- 
ing has been explained, nothing has been cleared, noth- 
ing has been settled. Instead, the administration has 
mounted a massive cover-up, beginning with administra- 
tion allies in the House of Representatives making short 
shrift of an impeachment complaint directly linking the 
President to allegations of election fraud and tampering 
with election returns. When the Senate opened an in- 
quiry into the controversy, Malacafiang tried to block it by 
forbidding military and civilian officials from appearing 
before the Biazon committee. After the Supreme Court 
declared EO 464 unconstitutional, Malacafiang insisted 
on enforcing the gag order, pending the resolution of its 
appeal. Its obvious that instead of helping clear up the is- 
sue, the administration is employing every trick in the 
book to evade it or hide it. 

АШ these attempts at a cover-up have not lifted the 
cloud of illegitimacy over the Arroyo presidency. Instead, 
they only make the President look guilty. To the public, 
there can be no more eloquent testimony to prove the 
President's guilt than the administration’s refusal to con- 
front the issue. And for as long as it refuses to dd so, this 
crisis of legitimacy will hound Ms Arroyo until the end of 
her presidency and beyond. For unless the truth is told 
about what transpired between Ms Arroyo and then Elec- 
tion Commissioner Virgilio Garcillano and the things they 
talked about, the administration is not going to hear the 
last about this scandal. Without full disclosure, there can 
be no closure to this disgraceful episode. 


U-turn by US 


EDITORIAL 


dom changes his political course, or even admits errors, the 


ONSIDERING THAT US PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH SEL- 
new American attitude toward the talks with Iran is remark- 


able. 
Ifthe Americans sit down at the same table as the Iranians, we're 
talking about the first high level contacts in а 
generation between the Islamic state and the 
world's sole remaining superpower. 
For the United States, it will be a considerable 
U-turn as the clerical regime for many years has. 
been seen as an important supporter of interna- 


FOREIGN 
COMMENT 


tional terrorism. 

The change of course has been brought on by the solidarity be- 
tween the great powers regarding the Iranian nuclear arms plans fal- 
tering and in danger of collapse. 

The reality is that President Bush must see that the Iranians have 
exploited the disagreement about the course berween the United 
States and Britain on one side and Russia and China on the other. 

Kristeligt Dagblad, Copenhagen, Denmark 
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Dangerous diversions 


AFTER MUCH REFLECTION, I HAVE COME TO 
the worrisome conclusion about the principal 
reason for our deteriorating society. It will pour 
a vial of wrath upon my head, but I will identify 
it just the same. The root cause of our nation’s 
pathetic condition is the entertainment industry. 

Not the NPA and the other bandit groups, 
not the trapos for all their insatiable avarice, 
not the social climbers and their mindless e 
travagance, not the crooks in government and 
the private sector, not the sanctimonious evan- 
gelists and their regimented followers, not 
even the barefaced apologists іп Malacafiang 
for their irredeemable offenses. 

Not they but the entertainers are the culprits 
most responsible for the stagnation of our econ- 
оту, the deterioration of the nation's morals, 
the escalation of criminality and violence, the 
misdirection of the youth, the alienation of the 
poor and underprivileged, and the decline of 
Our esteem in the international community. 

‘Our reputation in the eyes of the world was 
deservedly high when we waged our peaceful 
revolution in Edsa I and toppled Ferdinand 
Marcos and his rapacious regime. We had set a 
magnificent example to other nations that suc- 
cessfully followed us in deposing their own 
tyrants without bloodshed and violence. 

‘There was much hope in us—and for us—to 
begin again on a clean slate to rehabilitate our 
wounded democracy. But we fumbled it. The 
Freedom Constitution had called for the eradi- 
cation of "the iniquitous vestiges of the previ- 
ous regime," but we ignored that urgent com- 
mand. Instead, we blandly renewed those re- 
jected vestiges and brought us back to the des- 
perate days of martial law. The Marcos gang is 
still with us, none of them punished for their 
crimes, many of them still wealthy with their 
stolen fortunes, and some of them back in 
power in the councils of government and the 
boardrooms of industry. It is because we, the 
people they have betrayed, have become so 


І READ THE “LESSON GUIDES ON ADOLES- 
cent reproductive Health.” It contains the pro- 
totype lesson plans on adolescent reproductive 
health concepts that have been the subject of 
recent controversy. After going through the 
material designed for high school English, 
Pilipino, Health Education, Araling Pan- 
lipunan (Social Studies), Science (Biology) 
and Technology and Livelihood Education, 1 
couldn't figure out, what the kerfuffle was ай 
about. In fact, Iwas rather impressed with the 
output, developed by education experts with 
funds from a UN agency. I didn't get even a 
whiff of an impression that the material, ex- 
pressly or impliedly, was encouraging premari- 
tal sex—in fact, the structural message was the 
opposite. 

‘Thinking 1 must have missed something, 1 
reread it, and caught the word "condom" 
(which I missed the first time probably because 
the two times it was mentioned was toward the 
bottom of the same page). Both times, the 
‘word was used in connection with the preven- 
tion of Sexually Transmitted Infections (STD, 
which was discussed in the Biology lesson 
plan. 1 still didn’t see what the shouting was all 
about. So Т asked my youngest (Katrina, a 
lawyer) to please go over the document, and 
tell me what she thought of the material. She 
read it carefully, pointed out some of the weak- 
nesses, but shared my impression that it was 
pretty good, helpful stuff for its target audi- 
ence, 

So that's the bottom lirie. The DepEd mod- 
ule is pretty good stuff. And given the problems 
we face—namely (1) increasing sexual activi- 
ty, with premarital sex, among the 15 to 24 
years of age, rising from 18 percent in 1994 to 
23 percent in 2002, and NCR showing the 
highest at 35 percent, and ARMM the lowest at 
12 percent; (2) the same age group accounting 
for 17 percent of all cases of induced abortion 
in the country; and (3) teenage pregnancies 
acrounting for three out of four maternal 
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unfeeling as to forgive their terrible sins and 
allow them to evade their just retribution. 

It seems improbable if not ludicrous to con- 
nect their misdeeds to the entertainment i 
dustry that is apparently uninvolved in the se- 
rious problems of the country. But while it may 
appear that its only purpose is to amuse the 
bakya crowd, a closer look will reveal the sinis- 
ter consequence of its dangerous diversions. 

Let us remember that the entertainment in- 
dustry was the most submissive and noisiest 
barker of the Marcos dictatorship. Its principal 
figures competed with each other in shame- 
lessly toadying to the rulers in Malacafiang and 
their shameful sycophants. With only а few 
courageous exceptions, the entertainers obse- 
quiously displayed their bootlicking for the 
despot, who rewarded them with generous fa 
vors, including monetary grants and appoint- 
ments to high offices. Many of these beneficia- 
ries are still active today in their adjustable ca- 
reer. 

Tris this industry that has remained, among 
the shady elements of our society, as the most 
pervasive and persuasive influence on the 
mostly unthinking masses who constitute the 
voting majority of our people. If many of our 
citizens have not been exercising their suf- 
frages properly, it is because they have been 
misguided principally by the practitioners of 
the entertainment industry. 

Benjamin Franklin said that if the people 
misuse their suffrages, the remedy is not to 
withdraw the precious privilege from them but 
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adolescents be addressed in a way that will al- 
low them to make an informed choice. Which 
is what the module tries to do. And Tam pretty 
sure that anyone who reads the material will 
agree that it is a pretty effective way of extend- 
ing that information and encouraging adoles- 
cents to make the better choices. Unless, of 
course, one is predisposed to find fault from 
the beginning, and is willing to use imagina- 
tion todoso. 

Tt is not perfect, certainly—but neither 
does it deserve the savage criticism leveled 
against it, specifically by one Angelita Miguel- 
Aguirre, M.D., in a letter to acting Education 
Secretary Fe Hidalgo—which letter sparked 
the whole kerfuffle. And the material surely 
does not deserve to be relegated to the dust- 
bin—as it has been—by Secretary Hidalgo, 
who ordered the material to be withdrawn 
upon orders (chis is grapevine) from Mala- 
cafiang. 

Who is this Dr, Aguirre, whose letter caused 
the demise of a much-needed program? Her 
letter, written qn a stationery of the Makati 
Medical Center Department of Medicine, 
shows her as “Training Officer and Chair, Com- 
mittee on Bioethics, Department of Medicine, 
Makati Medical Center and Makati Medical So- 
clery" But she also has been identified in the 
media as being with the Human Life Interna- 
tional, а core group of the Episcopal Commi 
sion on Family and Life of the Catholic Bishops* 
Conference of the Philippines. 

So 1 also read Dr, Aguirre's letter Carefully. 
And I must say that Luz Tancangco, who has 
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to teach them in its proper use. The entertain- 
ment industry, which has the most available 
access to the people through the movies, tele- 
vision, radio and the tabloids, is instead pur- 
posely miseducating them. 

The Philippine entertainment industry is 
mor only a vast wasteland, as television has 
been described in America, but a vicious in- 
strument for the abatement of the nation's in- 
telligence. The shows it offers for the supposed 
recreation of the people are generally vulgar. 
and smutty, usually with some little moral les- 
son inserted to make them look respectable, 
but offensive nonetheless. On the whole, they 
are obnoxious and unwholesome and deserve. 
to be trashed. 

The indiscriminate audience eagerly laps 
them up because it has not been taught to be 
selective and more demanding of better quali- 
ty shows for their pastime. In fact, the easily 
satisfied fans have been taught the exact oppo- 
site reaction—to accept whatever garbage the 
industry offers them and, to add insult to their 
injury, to pay for it too. 

The leaders of the entertainment industry 
are supposed to be responsible people but they 
have evaded their duty to elevate the taste of 
their mostly unthinking supporters. They have 
instead cheapened them into a mass of auto: 
mated individuals whose ultimate joy is to roli. 
up ín the aisles at the lewd jokes of potential 
senators. 

Who are the voters who have elevated dubi- 
ous entertainers, past and present, to high 
public positions? It is the idolaters of show-biz 
personalities who have proved that entertain- 
ers in general, with their limited talents and 
exaggerated ambitions, are better suited to the 
box office than to the public office they have 
polluted and debased. 

So, am I being intolerant for blaming the enw 
tertainment industry for degrading our elec- 
torate? Pardon me for speaking the truth. 


sions across chasms of illogic, may have more 
than met her match in the field of bioethics. 

Let me illustrate. Aguirre begins her letter. 
by claiming that the module is actively promot- 
ing "value free sex education” (emphasis 
hers). “It claims to foster values, restraint and 
responsibility yet it implies that sexual activity 
ош of marriage maybe (sic) acceptable for as 
long as it does not result to (sic) ‘unwanted 
pregnancy’ and ST! by protected sex.” In other 
words, she is damning the material not for 
what it shows directly (a lot of the lesson plans 
involve discussing or illustrating values, or il 
lostrate rather graphically what happens when 
a certain choice is made as in pictures of STIs, 
or disadvantages of “going steady”) but for 
‘what it implies. And the implication she draws 
is weak: that premarital sex may be acceptable 
(as opposed to is acceptable). Thats really 
stretching, 

‘Aguirre’s exaggerations dot the letter, Con- 
doms, in the DepEd module, are mentioned iri 
the context of STis (by the way, abstinence is 
also included in that list of preventive acr 
tions—the safest sex being no sex). No claim is. 
made that condoms assure safe sex. The de» 
scription is "safer" sex. And no one, with the 
possible exception of Aguirre, can deny that 
sing condoms is more effective than not using. 
condoms at all to prevent STIs). What is more; 
nowhere in the module is the use of condoms 
for birth control even mentioned (in fact, birth 
control methods is not even a topic). Yet 
‘Aguirre’ letter makes a federal case our of it, 

"Then there is Aguirre’s assertion that the ra- 
tionale for the module is supposed to be—and 
she quotes—‘overpopulation and poverty" 
Again, this is nowhere in the module. 

‘And yet, because of these exaggerations and 
accusations, fanned in the media (where the 
assertion was made that the program would be 
implemented nationally this school year), the 
pilot testing of these modules has been 
stopped, thus condemning our young to igno- 
tance and its vonese ne 
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THE SENATE CROSSED SWORDS WITH THE 
‘administration when it decided to cut P64 billion 
from the 2006 budget. President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo said she would veto the budget unless the 
cuts were restored. But the veto didn't happen as 
the House panel in the bicameral conference 
committee adopted her stand, resulting in a 
deadlock. As a result, the government now oper- 
ates on a reenacted budget. 

"The senators’ intransigence has provoked the 1.7 
million-strong Union of Local Authorities of the 
Philippines into threatening the reelectonists 
among them. Ulap members, which include all gov- 
emors and mayors down to barangay officials, 
threaten to withhold support from the senators in 
the 2007 elections "if they insist on playing hardball 
politics at the expense of countryside develop- 
ment.” н 

Ulap is very much aggrieved because most of 
the P64-billion cut from the budget would go to 
infrastructure and development projects in the 
rural areas, among them the P5-billion Kilos 
Asenso Fund. Another РЗ billion would fund the 
construction of roads, school buildings as well as 
water and electric facilities in 1,000 conflictrid- 
den barangays. 

The senators, who must campaign nation- 
wide, are entirely dependent on the support of 
Ulap. If the latter unites against them, their 
chances of reelection would be seriously affect- 
ed. 

Т сап understand the local officials’ grievance. 
Recall that the 2005 budget was just а few bil- 
lions shy of P1 trillion, which is the budget for 
2006. ifthe senators feel that the 2006 budget is 
excessive, why did they pass the 2005 budget? 

Atthe height of the word war over the budget, 
Toverheard some House members say they could 
‘understand if а few billion pesos were lopped off 
by the senators, but to take away P64 billion 
would cripple the administration's anti-poverty 
program. Is this the aim of the senators? Come 
2007, they will have a lot of explaining to do to 
the people. 

‘The huge budget cut could trigger a stronger 


FOUR AIRPLANES, ALL DOMESTIC AMERICAN 
commercial flights, were hijacked by members of 
the al-Qaida on the morning of Sept. 11, 2001. All 
but one reached their destinations—two ramming 
the twin towers ofthe World Trade Center in Man- 
hattan, and another crashing into the Pentagon. 
"The only fight that failed to reach its target, appar- 
ently the US Capitol, crashed instead in a field in 
Pennsylvania. This was United Airlines Flight 9З. 

‘What happened that morning, and on board the 
‘United fight, is told in the movie "United 93," a sto- 
ту, recounted documentary-style, that brings those 
hours of tension and confusion to life—and the 
moviegoer into the plane itself—sharing the feel- 
ings that must have engulfed United 93's 40 pas- 
sengers and crew, all of whom perished in the 
crash. 

It would have been so easy for the filmmakers to 
follow the trajectory of most disaster movies—set- 
ting up the characters and giving us their back stories 
to make them more empathetic, recreating a horrific 
disaster then tracking the protagonist’ gradual rise 
to heroism, if not martyrdom. But director and 
screenwriter Paul Greengrass doesn't seem interest- 
ed in creating a blockbuster flick with cardboard. 
characters and a predictable structure. Though we 
all know how ic ends, the movie still manages to 
draw us in and engage our emotions, and lets us see 
the humanity. Yes, including the four al-Qaida mem- 
bers, especially the leader of the cell who is shown 
calling up someone on his cell phone just before 
boarding and telling that person "I love you." 


ESPECIALLY appreciated Greengrass’ decision to 
field unknown actors, including some of the actu- 
al people on the ground that day The use of the 
actual fight controllers and commanders gives 
"United 93” a sense of authenticity and immedia~ 
су an honest recreation of the confusion, shock 
and frustration felt by everyone trying to make 
sense of the unimaginable events of the day. 

‘The movie certainly reveals a lot about the 
bureaucratic snafus that mired the American 
government's attempts to thwart the terrorists. 
Most amusing is the frequent plaint of the mili- 
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push from the LGUs for a unicameral legislature 
in the likely event that a referendum is held later 
this year. The people's initiative received a recent 
big boost when former President Fidel V Ramos 
threw his support behind it. There seems to be an 
all-out war now between the senators and local 
officials, including members of the House. 

Recently I cited the opinion of various foreign in- 
vestment firms that our economic fundamentals are 
sound and on track, but the complaint is often heard 
thatthe benefits of sound economics has not trickled 
down to the masses, who remain poor. At the open- 
ing ceremony of the First Philippines-China Eco- 
nomic Parmership at the Manila Hotel last June 5, 
Speaker Jose de Venecia sought to tackle this prob- 
Jem as he sought a number of concessions from Chi- 
nese officials, led by Minister of Commerce Bo Xilai. 
But he reserved his strongest plea for China to put 
up “housing factories" in Luzon, Visayas and Min- 
danao. JDV sought to persuade the Chinese to build 
опе million low-cost houses “so that the benefit of 
RP development could reach and be felt by the great 
masses of our people." He also asked the Chinese to 
‘build 75,000 to 100,000 schoolhouses so we could 
putan end to the perennial classroom shortage. 

The beauty of housing and classroom construc- 
tion is that it jumpstarts some 60 allied indus- 
tries—from the manufacture of wood to cement, 
nails, GI sheets and electrical material to tiles and 
décor items. It also creates tens of thousands of jobs 
in various fields. Nothing beats housing and JDV re- 
alizes this only too well 

Environment Secretary Angelo Reyes’ decision 
to give Lafayette Mining a 30-day trial run to 
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tary command center chief who can’t seem to 
contact President Bush who is “missing in ac- 
Чоп,” and whose permission is needed before 
Air Force jets can be authorized to fire on a civil- 
ian target. 

Greengrass makes no ideological or, indeed, 
even emotional points, Meticulously tracing 
what transpired onboard "United 93" from tran- 
scripts of the cockpit flight recorder and of 
phone conversations, he instead presents ordi- 
nary people rising above their own fear and con. 
fusion and forging an alliance that foils the hi- 
jackers. But I was most touched by scenes of the 
passengers calling up their families, telling them 
over and over—"Whatever happens, remember 
that! love you.” No one was thinking of business 
or daily concerns that day, but only of grabbing 
one last chance to tell others of their love, a love 
that apparently transcends time and death. 


IN TRYING to get a grip on questions of sexuality, 
people of all ages have one question uppermost in 
their minds: "s it normal?” Whether the matter at 
hand is about masturbation or penis size, ambiva- 
lent sexuality or unusual positions, people are con- 
сетей about how they compare with others, 
whether their feelings, urges, proclivities or desires 
are the norm, or if these place them in the category 
of “abnormal,” “queer” “immoral” oz, as the more 
strident would put it, “an abomination before God.” 

‘This was the question most often put to Alfred 
Kinsey in the 1940s, At that time a professor of biol- 
ogy at Indiana University, Kinsey pioneered а “mar- 
riage course” that sought to debunk the myths and 
moralizing then surrounding sex, and to examine it 


Senators draw ire of 1.7 million-strong ULAP 


prove it can. йз zinc and. mineon 
Rapu-Rapu Island without violating environ- 
mental standards is eliciting a lot of praise. Re- 
call that Lafayette was led for seven 
months after two cyanide spills late last year. The 
government imposed as a condition for a new 
permit that the company put in place new safe- 
guards and pay a P10.4-million fine. But this did 
mot prevent demands from various militant 
groups not only to close down Lafayette for 
good, but also to repeal the Mining Law, Luckily, 
sensible heads prevailed, and a trial run was 
conceived. As Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman, in 
whose province Lafayette operates, opined, “Al- 
lowing (the mining firm) to tentatively resume 
operations is an example of government's re- 
solve to forge a viable balance between progress 
and ecology.” 

Туе always stressed that our country has to ex- 
ploit, jointly with foreign investors, our vast min- 
eral wealth, estimated at $1 trillion, in order to 
rescue our people from the bondage of poverty. 
But this has to be done in a manner that provides 
adequate protection to the national patrimony 
and promotes the welfare of our citizens. 

Employers who wish to give their househelp a 
chance at self-improvement, which can at the same 
time benefit their homes and families, can enroll 
them in Punlaan School's home skills training pro- 
gram. Punjaan, a government-recognized and mul- 
tiawarded school dedicated to uplifting the plight 
of houschelpers, is located at М. Paterno Street in 
San Juan, Metro Manila. It is offering a 10-month 
program for househelp, which includes cooking, 
both local and international cuisine, housekeeping 
and auxiliary services such as setting the table, serv- 
ing wines, etc, values education and doctrinal for- 
mation, and very basic English. They will also take a 
few cultural tips, The home skills program, which 
costs P1,000 a month per student, will be divided 
into two groups, one held every Wednesday, starting 
July 5, and the other every Friday, staring July 7, 
from 1 p.m. to 5 pm. For particulars, call Lolit Par- 
casio, Punlaan adviser for home skills, at 726-0581 
and 726-0582. 
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from a strictly scientific and behavioral viewpoint. 
But when confronted with the question “Is it nor- 
mal?" once too many times, Kinsey realized that 
there was no serious, scientific and objective study 
‘on which he could base a satisfactory answer. 

The result of Kinsey's “ahal” moment was the 
publication in 1948 of a book called "Sexual Be- 
havior in the Human Male," followed by its coun- 
terpart "Sexual Behavior in the Human Female." 
Both books were the result of a groundbreaking 
and sweeping study, based on detailed interviews 
with thousands of respondents all across the Unit- 
ed States. When the books first came out, the me- 
dia compared their impact with the atom bomb, at 
once shocking with its provocative findings on sex- 
"ual practices and preferences; and atthe same time 
reassuring with its accounts of how common some 
of the more worrisome matters actually were. 
“KINSEY,” written and directed by Bill Con- 
don, paints a portrait of the man who revolu- 
tionized the study of sexual behavior. Аз por- 
trayed by Liam Neeson, Kinsey was the son of 
a repressive and controlling father who 
found personal freedom in the study of na- 
ture, and made science—with its key values 
of disinterested observation and reliance on 
fact—his object of devotion, 

But his tenacity and dedication was also en- 
abled and inspired by his wife Clara, whom he 
fondly called “Mac” (2 luminous and nuanced 
portrayal by Laura Linney) and his inner circle of 
researchers, who not only shared his dedication 
to the cause but also took part in experiments in 
shared sex, all in pursuit of Kinsey's latter thesis 
that sex was a mere biological need that could be 
divorced from emotion or commitment. 

‘This was, of course, a controversial stance 
and Kinsey would become, in time, a controver- 
sial igure courting the wrath of social conserva- 
tives. But “Kinsey” the movie proves an amaz- 
ingly entertaining, engrossing and, quite unex- 
pectedly, funny portrait of a man who consid- 
ered himself mainly a scientist and ended up a 
sexual provocateur, 


In RP private schools critical to public education 


A ROBUST EDUCATION SECTOR CONSISTS OF 
both healthy private schools and quality public 
schools. While it is the government's responsibil 
ty to provide free public education as a constitu- 
tional right, private education should exist as ап 
alternative choice for Filipino parents. 

But if public education is in deep trouble, pri- 
vate education is in dire straits, 

‘There are, in fact, two private school systems in 
the country: elite and non-elite. The elite are 
those that charge tuition upwards of P25,000 per 
year, 

‘Then there are the non-elite: parochial schools, 
and those run by the Church, private groups and 
others, catering to children of families no differ- 
eni—in terms of income and status—from those 
attending public schools. It is these non-elite pri- 
vate schools that are in crisis. 

Fr. Manuel Medina of the Lasalette Order told 
me that a P950-tuition increase (P95 a month, or 
а 14-percent hike, the first in three years) in his 
school in San Mateo, Isabela, led to a loss of 100 
students (from 750 to 650, or a 13-percent loss). 
Where have they gone? To the already crowded 
public schools where no tuition is charged. 

Shrinking private school sector. Thirty years 
ago, over 45 percent of all high school students 
went to private secondary schools. Today, less 
than 19 percent are left in these schools. And that 
share continues to drop. 

‘Two factors explain this shift. First, the intro- 
duction of free public high school as a constitu- 
tional right led to the establishment of thousands 
of new public high schools throughout the coun- 
пу. Second, a more recent factor, the migration of 
students from private to public high schools be- 
cause of rising tuition costs, 

How many students have private high schools. 
lost? ‘Thousands each year. Many private high 
schools are thus running with empty seats, mean- 
ing, less revenue but the same expenses. Many are 
in real danger of closing shop altogether. 

De facto cut In teachers’ pay. Private schools 
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are thus caught in a bind. Any increase in tuition 
fees leads to a significant reduction in enroll- 
ment; itis like signing their own death knell. So 
they have to keep tuition fees low, for which rea- 
son their teachers’ salaries also remain ex- 
tremely low. Here the differences between the 
elite and non-elite schools become more stark. 

Elite schools can afford to pay teachers with a 
starting salary of P15,000 per month or higher. 
‘This is 50 percent higher than the starting pay of a 
public school teacher (Teacher 1). For non-elite 
schools, the situation is reversed. In SY 2003-04, 
the Catholic Education Association of the Philip- 
pines (CEAP) reported an average starting month- 
ly salary of P5,405 (secondary) to P5,968 (ele- 
mentary) nationwide in its member schools. 

Thus this irony: the poorly paid teachers are 
subsidizing non-clite private schools through 
their low salaries. What parents cannot afford, 
teachers are absorbing as a de facto cut in pay. 

GASTPE as solution. The government has to 
help private schools not only to survive, but also to 
prosper and grow. GASTPE (Government Assis- 
tance to Students and Teachers in Private Educa- 
tion) is a subsidy to private high schools. Under 
the program, which is managed by the Pund for 
Assistance to Private Education (FAPE) for 
DepED, the government buys up seats in accredit- 
ed private high schools at a rate of P4,000 per stu- 
dent per year. 

In SY 2005-06, GASTPE subsidized the study of 
375,000 students in over 1,700 private high 
schools nationwide. The medium-term plan is to 
raise these numbers by 50,000 each year until the 
total number of scholars reaches 775,000 stu- 
dents, the number at which the pressure on our 


public schools would have been eased. 

Who qualifies for GASTPE? Children from fam- 
ilies with an annual income of less than P144,000 
ог 12,000, as set by the National Economic Devel- 
‘opment Authority for 2006. 

GASTPE presents a less expensive proposition. 
than building classrooms, hiring new teachers, 
buying new furniture, and providing books and 
materials for the same number of students. This 
school year, however, GASTPE is in danger of be- 
ing highjacked by politics. A new scheme by the 
Arroyo administration will provide local govern- 
ment units with "vouchers" to be given to "quali- 
fied" households. The problem? a) Paper vouchers 
can be bought and sold in a black market (with 
families sending their children to free public 
schools once they have disposed of their vouch- 
ers); and b) because of the involvement of local 
government units, the selection process could be- 
‘come political rather than based on merit or need. 

Private education's critical role. Not all who 
attend private schools are rich or belong to the 
elite, Many actually study in public elementary 
schools before switching to privare high schools. 
But the poor economy is forcing parents to trans- 
fer their children back to public high schools, The 
result? Overcrowded classrooms, lack of educa- 
tion materials, shortage of teachers, and lack of 
textbooks, furniture and facilities. 

This cannot continue if quality education is the 
objective. A healthy private school system will 
take some of the pressure off an overburdened 
public school system. The other side of the coin is 
this: If private schools close down, students will 
have no choice but to go to the already over- 
crowded public schools, thus further compound- 
ing the already intolerable situation there, 

‘A strong private school system is necessary to 
revive our public schools, 


Juan Miguel Lus is president of the International 
Institute of Rural Reconstruction. Until recently, he 
was DepEd undersecretary. 


Dancing ` 


IT IS A FACT WELL-SETTLED THAT SOME GUYS JUST 
can't dance. Unfortunately, I belong to this group of poor old 
chaps who can only sit in a corner, helplessly staring at the 
more gifted ones prancing away with some prize partners, 
wishing all the while that it’s possible to switch shoes (and. 
abilities). Trust me when I say that I've tried about as much 
and as hard as anybody else, without success, The last time I; 
displayed my danc- у 
ing aes ‘onstage 
was during my ju- 

We Gar’ hah YOUNG BLOOD 
school. A classmate 
approached me af- 
terwards to say in 
hushed, stiff tones 
that I resembled a 
bewildered robot 
skidding off course. 
And that's when 1 fi- 
nally decided it's 
about time I gave my 
clumsy old self а well-deserved break. 

No matter how-lousy I сап be with dance steps, I wasn't ex- 
actly born with two left feet. You see, the art of dancing seems 
to run in the family. My parents can do a mean step or two, my, 
siblings can follow the beat, and for one of my aunts, well, 
dancing is her life. My precocious childhood even had its own, 
share of jiggling and wiggling, carefully preserved in photo 
frames and providing evidence for the whole story. There I am 
in the foreground during kindergarten days, grinning and ea- 
getly leading the class in song-and-dance numbers. 

Now, I suppose I can still do the singing part just fine, but the, 
dancing aspect seems to have vanished altogether. What has 
happened to me since then? 

Perhaps it had something to do with how I prioritized things 
as I moved on to grade school. At that time, the premiums 
were high for skills in speaking, singing, the visual arts and. 
academics. Being the insufferable perfectionist that I was (and, 
sometimes still am), I vigorously pursued each of these disci-' 
plines and even attempted to excel in all of them. Sometimes 
dancing was required, but only on very rare occasions, and" 
since didn't see it as a necessity, it was shoved further and fur- 
ther down my checklist of talents to hone as the years rolled, 
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We want to know what the young’ 
are thinking about. What are their. 
thoughts on current issues? We, 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed.. 


In high school, my focus was trained on studies and the ac- 
tivities of various school organizations. This meant even less of 
cha-cha and cartwheels, Only after some time did I realize that 
Twas no longer the one performing and had been reduced to a 
lowly spectator whenever shake-your-thing numbers entered 
the scene. Iwas headed fora non-dancing future. 

Fast forward to college. Just when 1 thought nothing out of 
the ordinary was going to take place in college, I found myself 
in the second sem of my second year and enrolled in a social 
dancing class for my PE. You can just imagine how reluctant I 
was to stuff my stuff for a grade, But dreading the prospect of 
fiunking my first course (and presumably one that everybody 
pass with no sweat), I was let with no choice but to convince 
myself chat it was going to be fun and that things wouldn't be 
sobad afterall. 

Optimists often credit half of the learning process to a posi- 
tive attitude. In much the same way, sufficient warm-up pro- 
vides an athlete with the maximum power to come up with a 
stellar performance. Though I am sure 1 never managed to 
dance exquisitely enough to be considered stellar, it was our, 
instructors words continuously ringing in my ears that kept 
me striving to master the cha-cha, gain control over the lively 
steps of the boogie and sway along with the swing. Simply en- 
joy what you are doing, my instructor said, and you will soon 
learn to intemalize the dance and harmonize it with your emo- 
tions. 

It didn't take long for me to see what she meant. Unexpect- 
ed epiphanies led me to rediscover Jong lost pleasures оп the 
dance floor. And the more progressed, the more I understood 
the parallels berween life and dance. It occurred to me that life. 
is a form of dance: you live it according to your own rhythm, 
and you need to breathed and to have grace, flexibility, balance: 
and focus in order to succeed. Moreover, you get the bonus of 
being able to communicate with your partner without using 
words. Itis a pleasant feeling to know that you are able to con- 
nect with someone else. 

‘The funny thing is that months after reluctantly doing a bit 
of center stage stuff, 1 have started entertaining thoughts of 
hitting the ballroom with my newfound skill. But think danc- 
ingis more than that. Its about revisiting a world I have left be- 
hind, about rekindling a thrill that lies deep within me, about 
looking at life face-to-face. 

‘Although I can claim to be (ahem) relatively adept at going 
through the basic routine, I must confess that Istill cannot exe- 
оле the more complex moves effortlessly, much less elegantly, 
Tam afraid | might end up being compared to a robot again; 
butat the moment I can only look with this envious admiration 
at the lucky guys who can do so. 

Such green-eyed respect will sometimes drive a person 
to reach for the stars no matter the cost. Recently while 
switching channels, I happened to see a pair of Latino terp- 
sichorean virtuosos giving it their all. twas an exhilarating 
sight, no doubt, and it made me realize that I have a very 
long way to go before I can catch up with such fabulous su- 
perstars. Nevertheless, after all [have gone through, I sup- 
pose what matters most is not how well you shake your 
bootie, but how well you make the most of whatever you 
can do, Whatever little dancing genes I have left, ГІ try to 
put to good use. Which means that ГЇЇ be waiting for life's, 
greatest dance yet. 


Marc Gregory Yu, 18, is in his first year of medicine proper un- 
der the Intarmed Program of the University of the Philippines 
Manila. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 


Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inquir- 
ercom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or; if employed, the posi- 
tion youre holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 


THEY SAID 
BIR meltdown 


"The meltdown in (the) BIR collection effort is most 
dismaying and any remedy can only begin with a 
change in leadership to restore the public's faith in the 
agency. A report like this can only be submitted with a 
resignation letter as a cover memo." 

Albay Rep. Joey Salceda, reacting to the dismal revenue perfor- 
mance ofthe Bureau of Internal Revenue in April 
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‘Great again’ promise . 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGALARROYOS “TLL 
take RP to ‘Enchanted Kingdom’ of the First 
World” sounds very much like dictator Ferdi- 
nand Marcos declaration "This nation shall be 
great again.” It also calls to mind GMAS high- 
flown rhetoric of failed promises. 

She is inviting government employees to 
dream together with her, But she only stirs 
nightmares in them. МАЗ call is a ploy to de- 
lay, if not deny, the quest of government em- 
ployees for salary increase to cushion the im- 
pact of the worst economic crisis the country 
has ever experienced. 

The Valentine bonus she promised this year, 
like the Christmas bonuses in years past, came 
late. 

Last April 9, during the commemoration 
rites marking Araw ng Kagitingan at Mt. 
‘Samat, she promised to release P1 billion to 


Flavor of the decade 


WE WISH TO COMMENT ON SEN. MAR ROXAS’ 
remarks published in the newspapers, lamenting 
the “disconnect” between the stock market fig- 
ures and the actual state of the economy. 

We believe that there is a direct connection 
between the behavior of the stock market and 
the direction of the economy. The stock market 
reflects favorable developments and funda- 
mentals that attract long-term investments; if 
sustained, it increases the demand for labor 
which eventually leads to higher wages—thus, 
benefiting the poor. 

Investors, whether foreign or local, may 
change their minds and withdraw their invest- 
ments if the fundamentals change, leading 
others to think that they were just “parking” 
their money. Senator Roxas likened this to the 


Feckless government 


MALACANANG SAYS “KILLING 15 NOT THE 
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policy of this government.” The statement 
mocks the audience and the Filipino people. 

If indeed killing is not the policy of the gov- 
erment, then what is it doing about the epi- 
demic of killings sweeping our country? It is 
not just my younger brother Noli Capulong for 
whom 1 infinitely grieve, but also for others 
whose lives have been snuffed out in senseless 


the Veterans Feder- " " 
aion ot de ГОРА ТЕА 
Philippines. 0, 
me amount LETTERS & 
was supposed k 
to bankroll an in- f 
crease in the war 
veterans’ monthly old- 
age pension and the partial payment of. 
monthly disability. But the veterans, who are 
now in the twilight years of their lives, until 
now, are still waiting for this promise to 
Come true 
The promise is gathering cobwebs, as so 
many other promises that Malacafiang so easi- 
ly made in the past. 
IBS. TRINIDAD ESTURASPETEZA, 
J.B Rizal Street, Barangay Camambugan, 
Daet, Camarines Norte 4600 


Philippines being the "flavor of the month." 
While this is possible, it is also possible that the 
Philippine stock market can be the “flavor of 
the year” or the “flavor of the decade” depend- 
ing on whether the fundamentals are sus- 
tained, with all sectors of the economy con- 
tributing their respective share to efforts to 
sustain growth. 

The signal we are getting from the stock 
markets suggests that itis now time for us to 
close ranks and show the world that the Philip- 
pines can indeed be the “flavor of the decade.” 
We hope people like Senator Roxas will help 
lead the way in this undertaking. 

—GEORGEU. LORENZANA, 
Wharton School of Finance '68, 
gulorenzana.wharton68@yahoo.com 


and cowardly killings that have been going on 
for some time now. 

If these horrendous murders are not 
stopped, it simply means that the authorities 
are in cahoots with the killers. Either that, or 
they are helpless, or thoroughly feckless, over 
what is happening. Take your pick. Either way, 
every murder indicts the government, 
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Judges shun work over harassment 


COTABATO CITY—JUDGES AND PROSECUTORS 


in Lanao del Sur have not been reporting to their gu 


offices for at least a week already in protest of 
what they said was harassment by politicians. 


The Hall of Justice in Marawi 
City remains open but Marines 
were manning it. 

А prosecutor, who asked not to be 
named, said they fear for their lives 
because “parties in lawsuits tend to 
put the law into their hands.” 


ч 


K9 UNITS! 


He cited several examples of 
haressments received by those 
working in the justice depart 
ment in recent days. 

These included the May 31 ab- 
duction of a court sheriff by gun- 
men believed to be supporters of 
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spect the baggage of arriving passengers from Palawan 


rat the South Harbor in Manila as threats of bombing spread from the 


country's capital to the provinces, 
sshool that created рапс; * 


Bomb scare 
townsfolk to 
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{CEBU CITY—A BOMB THREAT 
ona public school in Tuburan, Ce- 
‘bu on Thursday sent children, 
parents, barangay officials and 
‘policemen into panic and caused 
athe suspension of classes. 

* сазла with a rumor circulating 
sin the neighborhood that a bomb 
‘was found at the Tuburan Central 
{School in Barangay Siete, Tuburan, 
{about 96.7 km northwest of here. 

But when the rumor was 
‘passed on, more information had 
‘been added on. 

According to PO2 Romel 
‘Bangeog, of the Tuburan police 
station, there were people who 
spread word that the school had 
‘been bombed. 

This prompted agitated par- 
‘ents to rush to the school to fetch 
their children, he added. 

Even Barangay Siete Chair 
{George Ceniza hurriedly went to 
the school to look for his wife 
iwho was working there and to 
‘help the children. 

Ceniza said he got the informa- 
"tion from two female fish dealers 
at the public market who went to 
Barangay Siete. 


cluding in a remote Cebu town 


a defeated political candidate. 
Palao Diamla was seized at 
inpoint after a court hearing in 
Kadingilan, Marawi City. He was 
freed four days later 

‘Authorities blamed the Diamla 
abduction to a defeated vice may- 
oral candidate. 

A month ago, unidentified sus- 
pects also tried to blow up the 
sala of Judge Amer Ibrahim by 
planting a hand grenade, Judge 
Ibrabim was to preside on a bit- 


terly-contested mayoralty race of 
a Lanao del Sur town when the 
grenade was discovered, 

An armed confrontation bet- 
ween supporters of a defeated 
mayoral candidate and followers 
of Marantao Mayor Mohammad 
Abinal also erupted outside the 
Hall of Justice while Judge 
Macaundas Hadjirasul маз 
preparing to hear the election 
case between the two politicians. 

Prosecutor Rex Pazaulan told 


reporters that "an attack on one 
judge is an attack on all of us in 
the legal profession.” 

Pazaulan said they would contin- 
ue their protest unless their concern 
for safety had been addressed. 

Brig. Gen. Benjamin Dolorfino, 
deputy commander ofthe military 
Souther Command, has directed 
Marine officials in Lanao del Sur to 
ensure the safety of court employ- 
ees and members of the judiciary. 

A “no-irearm” policy would 


i 
soon be imposed in court premis- 
es to ensure that all litigants and 
those working in the justice conf- 
pound were safe, according to 
Chief Supt. Akmad Mamalinta, 
chief of the Autonomous Regioh 
in Muslim Mindanao police. + 

Mamalinta and Dolorfino als 
vowed to initiate dialogues bet- 
‘ween warring politicians to pra- 
vent future violence in the 
province. Edwin O. Fernandez, 
PDI Mindanao Bureau Н 


Zambo village finds peace for war оп illegal fishing 


RICH IN MARINE RESOURCES, THE COASTAL 
barangay of Combo in Labangan, Zamboanga 
del Sur should have been a model community 
for development. 

That never happened because, for the past. 
11 years, four local leaders and their families. 
have been locked in a bitter conflict fueled by 
political, as well as family, differences. 

‘According to a news release from the project 
proponents, the problem became a major con- 
сет when the local government decided to ad- 
dress the increasing threats to the municipality's 
marine resources due to poaching by commer- 
cial fishers and destructive fishing practices. 

Labangan prepared a coastal management 
plan which included the establishment of a 
marine protected are (MPA) in the barangay, 
with assistance from USAID's Philippine Envi- 
ronmental Governance (EcoGov) Project and 
the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources. 

‘Such a plan needed the support and in- 
volvement of the townspeople but, as the 
technical working group (TWG) for the MPA 
saw it, any attempt at a community effort 
‘would be futile unless the warring clans were 
reconciled 

Labangan Mayor Abubakar Afdal, Al Нај, 
initiated peacemaking initiatives and en- 
gaged the bickering leaders in a series of dia- 
Jogues, together with the TWG and the town's 
council of elders. 

The families in conflict, headed by Monie 
Mamasalagat, Menting Unto, Sukarno Ma- 
 masalagat and Osmenia Guimba, realized the 


sexti" “urgent need to make peace and agreed to fi- 


sends Cebu 
panic 


He said the two women 
claimed that their source was 
someone who received. a text 
message about the supposed 
bomb left atthe school, 


nally set aside their differences. 

The reconciliation was formalized with the 
signing of a peace accord during the public 
consultations on the establishment of the 
barangay's MPA on May 11, 2006. 

The activity gave community members the 
‘opportunity to discuss provisions of the ordi- 
nance governing the establishment of their 
marine protected area. 

The four local leaders committed their full 
support for the undertaking. 

Echoing the sentiments of the residents, 


‘Ceniza said the town police- Kagawad Motingting Tinggalong said, “our 
men, firemen, soldiers from the barangay has been left behind for many years 
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78th Infantry Battalion and po- 
licemen from the Regional Mobile 
Group also rushed to the school. 

He saw parents coming in and 
ош of the school to get their chil- 
dren. He even took care of some 
children who were crying because 
their parents had not arrived. 

Authorities later discovered 
that the bomb threat was a hoax, 
said Ceniza. By then, he said the 
school officials had already sus- 
pended classes because all the 
pupils had gone home. 

Senior Supt. Vicente Loot, 
provincial police director, ог 
dered the Tuburan police to con- 
duct an investigation to deter- 
mine the source of the rumors. 

"We will find out if we can 
prosecute the souree of the infor- 
mation," he added. 

Loot said it was understand- 
able that the rumor quickly 
spread because in the towns, 
most of the people did not know 
how to handle a bomb threat. 


Board move on Japan firm 
exec ‘timely, necessary’ 


DINALUPIHAN, — BATAAN—AN 
official here said the provincial 
board's recent withdrawal of а 
resolution declaring an executive 
of a Japanese firm building the 
P2t-billion  Subic-Clark-Tarlac 
Expressway (SCTEX) as persona 
поп grata was “timely and neces- 
sary.” 

Vice Mayor Leonardo Cruz, in a 
statement, said political tension has 
built up among local and provincial 
officials following the April 12 reso- 
lution that declared  Kazuhico 
Chabayashi, project manager of 
Obayashi Corp. in charge of the 
Bataan segment of the ongoing SC- 
ТЕХ, persona non grata. 

The resolution was prompted 
by Chabayashi’s alleged defiance 
of a request from the provincial 


government to report on the 
source of filling materials for the 
project and to pay local taxes. 

But in another resolution is- 
sued on June 5, the board said 
the Obayashi Corp. did not vio- 
late any order. 

Cruz said officials and residents 
of Dinalupihan and Hermosa, the 
towns where the SCTEX segment 
would be built, saw the issue as 
"counter-productive." 

Ina letter to the Bases Conversion 
Development Authority last month, 
Dinalupihan Mayor Joel Jaime 
Payumo and Hermosa Mayor Efren 
Cruz said а change in management 
personnel of Obayashi Corp. might 
delay the project. With reports from 
Greg Refraccion, PDI Central Lu- 
zon Desk 


now" 


Tatay, salamat sa matagal 
nating pagsasama... 


Sa iyong walang sawang pagsuporta... 
sa walang tigil na pag-alalay... 


sa walang hanggang pagmamabal... 
salamat po "Tay! 

Saludo ang COR-30 sa'yo. At bilang 

pagkilala, handog ng COR-30 ay pusong 


malakas at matibay 
Az Ang COR-30 ay isang low-dose 
aspirin na nangangalaga sa Kalusu. 
Ў gan ng puso. Ho ay mabisang 
panjaban sa stroke at iba pang 
komplikasyon sa puso, 
Sa pagsapit ng Father's Day 
pahalagahan ang puso at 
Kalusugan ni Ташу 
ха шр ng, 


ASPIRIN 
COR-30 


mmm PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. - = 
SATURDAY, ‚ 


Еа 


n — 


Kj mercury drug 


DISCOUNTS FOR 


dt , ЭЛИ CARD HOLDERS! 


ELLIPS COLOGNE 50ML 
REG. PRICE: P 2550 


Coes 


ELLIPS COLOGNE 100ML 
Р 4075 


| ЕШР BODY-OIL MRAD 125ML 
REG, PRICE Р 5475 


REG, PRICE: Р 54350 


тоом 
мо. PRICE: Р 8975 


AEG. PRICE: P 6600 


somt 


‘CAREFREE зр 
sew атш 
мо mer ғ saso 


TE 
0 0 cantrst so Lonas 
[E 


чо. тс @ 


CAREFREE ULTRA 
THIN UNSC 20r 
мо Pace P 3078 


LYSOL SPRAY 1706 


\ Pa Solu Papa n aromia ma tton Hees 
Тш вш Get ctum imam oan 
San Pam ton Pee 


—— MÀ 


ray bog bas Potro nna oe pt 
Bory Fenster 

aitamena yas Oar etn ag wy pane 

руг тили burgi mirar щи уте 


Across the NATION 


of Kalinga ‘unoy’ rice 


TABUK, KALINGA—AT LEAST 1,000 
kilograms of Kalinga's unoy organic rice 
willbe exported to the United States this 
month through a private marketing блп 
tapped by the local government here, an 
agriculture official said. 

Gilbert Cawis, Tabuk municipal 
agriculturist, said the unoy, an aro- 
matic rice grown and consumed in 
the upland villages of Kalinga, has 
been attracting the foreign market 
since last year through the efforts of 
the Revitalized Indigenous Cordillera 
Entrepreneur Inc. (Rice) 

Members of the Kalinga Organic Un- 
оу Rice Farmers Multipurpose Cooper- 
ative Inc., based in Barangay Bulanao, 
provided the harvest that would com- 
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prise the first shipment on June 18. 

The cooperative 201 members 
were to harvest 25 kg each to meet 
the 5,025 kg quota for shipment this 
year, said Felicitas Balmores, coordi- 
nator for the unoy tice growing. 

Balmores said the cooperative is 
preparing 2,500 kg of unoy for the 
second shipment in October. 

She said the town government has 
established an unoy rice demonstra- 
tion farm in the village of Agban- 
mawag to boost harvest. 

Unoy growing, she said, is depen- 
dent on rainfall so farmers have limit- 
ей harvests in a year. Farmers do not 
use fertilizer and pesticides to grow 
unoy, she said. 
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Mayor Camilo Lammawin Jr. said 
the shipment was approved after the 
Cooperative and the local govern- 
ment sent at least 18 varieties of unoy 
rice for testing in the States. 

Only two varieties, the inowoyan 
and mimis, passed the standard of an 
international rice market based in 
Montana. 

Records from the town's agriculture 
office said the inowoyan variety could 
yield 65 cavans of palay in a 1.5-hectare 
farm while the mimis variety could fetch 
upto 30 cavans ina hectare. 

These varieties are raised in the vil- 
lages of Nambucayan and Magnao in 
wpperTabuk. Villamor Visaya Jr., 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
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“UNOY” rice pounding is never fun, this 
Kalinga man probably thinks as he uses his 
mortar ina pounding contest in Tabuk, 
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Energy Village rises from disaster 


By Vicente S. Labro 
Liloan, Southern Leyte 


Е 


IVE DAYS BEFORE A HUGE CHUNK OF А 
mountain fell and covered the entire village of 
Guinsaugon with mud and boulders in February, 


residents of Barangays Malangsa and Catig in Liloan, 
Southern Leyte were already fleeing from disaster 


and crying out for help. 

Now, the people wear smiles on their faces. 
Some corporate executives from the energy 
sector have pooled their resources to help re- 
build their lives. 

Bulldozers, graders and dump trucks are 
now making roads and shaping the land, 
while volunteers are busy building 50 duplex 
waits for 100 evacuee-families in а 3.5- 
hectare resettlement area in Barangay Fati- 
ma, also in Liloan. The housing project is ex- 
pected to be finished in three to four months. 

The evacuees from Malangsa will also have 
health and livelihood assistance centers, and 
a basketball court, among other facilities. 

“Well not build just houses but homes. We 
are not relocating a barrio but a community for 
the greatest damage that the calamity brought 
‘was the disruption ofthe normal pacing that we 
set on our journey through life,” Mayor Майо 
Maamo told the beneficiaries during the cere- 
monial brick laying and project blessing. 

"The evacuees from Catig are to be relocat- 
ed soon to another area, just 50 meters away. 
Another group is sponsoring the project. 


Danger zones 

Malangsa and Catig have been declared per- 
manent danger zones and their people will be. 
staying permanently in he relocation sites 

They would never forget that fateful day of 
Feb. 12, when a landslide hit Sitio Agas-Agas, 
Barangay Kahupian in Sogod town, killing 
seven people. 

About 2,500 residents from San Francisco, 
a neighboring town of Liloan, evacuated to 
safe grounds as floodwaters kept rising. In 
Liloan, some 400 people from Malangsa and 
Catig were moved to the town proper. 

Five days later, another landslide wiped out 
Guinsaugon in St. Bernard town, 25 km from 
Liloan. More than 1,000 people were killed. 

Gov. Rosette Y. Lerias said her first call for 
assistance was not for Guinsaugon but for 
Malangsa and Catig. 

She recalled that on Feb. 12, she received a 

text message that read: "Please send us a 
Philippine Navy boat or else we would be 
buried alive.” 
At that time, Letias said, the villages were 
ught between the devil and the deep blue sea." 
“The mountain had been eroded; there 
were big waves at sea,” she said in Filipino. 
"The stronger villagers walked out to seek 
help, but the elders, children and women 
were left behind." 

She said she immediately called up the Na- 
tional Disaster Coordinating Council, which 
dispatched a Navy boat to the two villages. 

"That night, members of the Southem Leyte 
Emergency Rescue Team and the local Philippine. 
National Red Cross arrived, together with soldiers 
from the 43rd Infantry Battalion and policemen. 

Malangsa and Catig were already inaccessi- 
ble by land due to the landslides. The evac- 
uees, most of them muddied, were transported 
by boat to the town proper. 

Оп Dee. 19, 2003, Liloan was hit by tor- 
rents of mud after six days of heavy rain. 

In Malangsa, the flood swept several hous- 
es and killed a number of people. Several oth- 
ег villages in Liloan, San Francisco and San 
Ricardo towns, all on Panaon Island, were hit 
by flash floods and mudflow. More than 150 


persons died. 
In the February dis- 
aster, many individu- 
als, groups and com- 
panies immediately 
sent relief goods to 
Southern Leyte. 
"With the over- 
whelming support 
from this loose con- 
sortium of [energy] 
companies, we found 
it necessary to look beyond relief. We saw the. 
need to optimize the resources we have and 
provide a sustainable solution to the plight of 
the displaced families," said Nicasio Alcan- 
tara, chair of Petron Corp. 


Rebuilding community 

He said help to rebuild Southern Leyte 
would mean rebuilding a community. 

With Самай Kalinga as partner, together 
with the provincial and municipal govern- 
ments, they created the Tulong Kapwa-GK En- 
ergy Village in Liloan, he said. 

‘The housing project “represents the whole- 
hearted response of business, government and 
civil society to make collective action work in 
turning tragedy into triumph,” Alcantara said. 

Rallied by the Department of Energy, the 
companies were able to collect an initial do- 
nation of P14.994 million. The amount was 
allotted for the construction of 100 houses 
(P6 million), land acquisition and site devel- 
opment (P1.2 million), livelihood program 
(P1 million), school program (P6.3 million), 
and the construction of a day care and multi- 
purpose hall (P500,000). 

‘Two more firms donated P1.5 million dur- 
ing the recent gathering in Fatima. 

‘The donors included Petron, Transco, Chi- 
па National Offshore Oil Co, Kepco, 
Marubeni Corp., Manila Economic and Cul- 
tural Office, Nido Petroleum Philippines Pry 
Ltd., Philippine Business for Social Progress, 
Philippine Electricity Market Corp., Salcon 
Power Corp., San Roque Power Corp., Mirant 
Foundation and California Energy. 

‘The Petron Foundation will serve as deposi- 
tory for all donations received for the housing 
project, while PNOC-EDC will provide admin- 
istrative and logistical support. Through its 
volunteers, GK will undertake the construc- 
tion of the houses. 

Energy Secretary Raphael Lotilla told the 
beneficiaries that his group did not have to 
convince the private sector to help the disas- 
ter victims. They volunteered to give dona- 
tions, he said. 

"So, initially, what was a picture of tragedy 
was slowly transformed into what we are now 
painting, which is a picture of thanksgiving,” 
Lotilla said. But he quickly added: "T think we are. 
painting a larger picture—itis a picture of hope." 

Аз a way of thanking their benefactors, 
Malangsa barangay chair Rogelio Sikad pre- 
sented Lotilla with a gold-covered stone that 
was found in their village to symbolize the 
donors’ “heart of gold." 

Nestor Bulan, a leader of the Mamanwa tribe 
in Southem Leyte, and some of his followers 
came from neighboring San Francisco to offer 
their labor and other services for the project. 


ORPHANS of the 
Guinsaugon tragedy 
showcase their 
artworks as partof 
the therapy program 
held last May 15-19 
by the CCP 
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AT LEAST 100 
houses for victims of 
the Guinsaugon 
landslide, funded by 
the Federation of 
Filipino Chinese 
Chamber of 
Commerce through 
Gawad Kalinga, start 
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Smokey Mountain site of new 2. 


urban reforestation project 


Tree planting, watershed rehab in the works 


By Blanche S. Rivera. 


A GREEN BELT IN SMOKEY MOUNTAIN. 

‘The former mountain of trash has been se- 
lected as one of five reforestation sites in 
Metro Manila for the Green Philippines pro- 
ject to be launched by the government. 

‘The Department of Environment and Natu- 
ral Resources and Philippine Wood Producers 
Association (PWPA) have signed an agree- 
ment to jointly develop the area in Tondo, 
Manila, as a site for an urban greening pro- 
ject. 

PWPA chair Tony Olizon said the group 
would plant mahogany, acacia and other 
durable trees around the tenement houses 
and the nature-inspired ecological church be- 
ing built by the Parish of the Risen Christ. 

"Imagine Greenbelt in Makati. We want to 
create something like that around the church 
but bigger," Olizon said. 

The PWPA has talked with residents of 
Smokey Mountain to encourage them to help 
in the reforestation efforts and to clean up a 
creek near the tenement buildings for plant- 
ing. 

"We saw that there were a lot of poor peo- 
ple residing in the area and it was too hot pre- 
cisely because there were no trees. We want 
to improve the living conditions of people in 
our own small way,” Olizon said in a phone in- 
terview. 

Five Metro Manila sites and three 
provinces were chosen as centers for urban 
greening, watershed rehabilitation, commu- 
nity forestry and industrial tree plantation 
under Green Philippines. The four other 
Metro sites, however, had not yet been identi- 
fied. 


New chapter 

“This heralds a new chapter of the PWPAS 
presence in the country's wood industry be- 
cause this undertaking puts the association at 
the forefront of the government's reforesta- 
tion program,” Environment Secretary Ange- 
lo Reyes said їп а statement. 

‘The РИА, which has bucked proposals by 
environmental groups for a total log ban be- 
cause of their wood requirement, will launch 
the project later this month. 

The PWPA will also reforest the shoreline of 
‘Taal Lake and the tributaries of the San Juan 
River running through towns in Batangas and 
Bataan. It will establish a tree plantation in 
Morong, Bataan for fuel wood, fruit trees and 
other species that can serve as а livelihood 
source for the community. 

Another model tree plantation will be put 
up in Sibuco, Zamboanga as a pilot area for a 
10,000-hectare tree plantation project to be 
developed by Sirawal Plywood and Lumber 
со. 

“This is just going to be a model, we'll ask 
different cities and municipalities to identify 
areas for other green belts,” Olizon said, re- 
ferring to its greening of Smokey Mountain. 

A dump often used as a symbol of urban de- 
cay and poverty in the past decades, Smokey 
Mountain was closed down on orders of then 
President Ramos in 1994. 

А year later, an initial batch of 88 families 
were resettled in the area, living in temporary 
homes made of concrete, plywood and galva- 
nized iron roofs. A plan to build high-rise liv- 
ing quarters to replace temporary homes for 
the community, largely made of scavengers 
who sell scrap and trash for recycling, was lat- 
er suspended because of changes in the origi- 
nal agreement between the government and 
the building contractor. 


Manila to Luzon and Visayas 
Visayas to Mindanao ~ 


B Taguig trash queen's 
prize to fund 
clean and green 
projects /A18 


B Cameraphones 
used to monitor 
would-be robbery 
victims at LRT, MRT 
/А18 


SMOKEY Mountain, а dump in Tondo that 
gained notoriety asa symbol of poverty and 
neglect before it was closed down in 1994, is 
the center ofa grand plan to reforest a once 
barren and foul-smelling wasteland, омяцом 


Manila to Hongkong 


scere: CEBU PACIFIC AIR.COM 


"Manila-Laoag (new destination) 
Manila-Bacolod, Cebu, Dumaguete. Iloilo, 
Kalibo, Puerto Princesa, Roxas, Tacloban or 
Tagbilaran 


P568++ 


‘Cebu-tloilo, Davao or Zamboanga 
Davao-Zamboanga 


P568++ 


‘Manila-Butuan, Cagayan de Oro, Cotabato, 
‘Davao or ‘Zamboanga 


Davao-tlollo (via Cebu) 


Р868++ 


Manila-Hongkong 


P1,999++ 
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Cebu Paci is bringing down fares and making air travel even тёге 
affordable for every Juan! just make sure to book your flights early 
for best availability With Cebu Pacific, every Juan can fly. 


© CEBU 
PACIFIC 


It’s time everyone flies. 


(02)70-20-888 


the Travel Agent nearest yo 


——— OE OPE TIE TEE I a E a 


iss youDad!. | 


Call abroad for less than a local call. 


 APersaneni болсо to al Sun эиес. For postpaid, enroll trough Sun Shops or cal 200, 
"t Versus local Son cats la oer пома, 


{ 

1 

И 
+] 
| 
| 


sum 


"Rates in USGS) dolars. CELLULAR 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


i troversy 
anything in exchange for mon- 
: 

gor Santos, public information 
officer, also told the Inquirer that 
the mayor does not meddle in the 
affairs of the DepEd division of- 
fice. 

“He was not even aware of the 
suspension of any erring princi- 
pal,” Santos said. 

Last Tuesday, Taguig Assistant 
Division Supt. Dr. Evelyn Villo- 
rid issued a memorandum or- 
dering the suspension of seven 
principals in the city, without 
giving any reason. 

‘Suspended were Dr. Eleonor 
Abisado of the Taguig National 
High School, Delfin Hernandez 
of the Bagumbayan National 
High School, Noemi Bayle of the 
Taguig Science High School, 
George Tizon of the Rene 
Cayetano Science and Technical 
High School, Guia de la Cruz of 
the Tipas National High School 
and two other unidentified prin- 
cipals. 

Villoria's order, however, was 
declared void on Thursday by 
DepEd Undersecretary for Legal 
and Legislative Affairs Franklin 
Sunga. According to the DepEd 
official, Villoria does not have 
the power to suspend princi- 
pals. 

Sunga also announced the ap- 
pointment of former Caloocan 
Assistant Division Supt. Aman- 
cio Villamejor as officer in 
charge of the Taguig Division. 


By Alcuin Papa. 
and Jocelyn R. Uy 


А DAY AFTER AN EDUCATION 
official revoked the order sus- 
pending seven principals in 
Taguig City, another controversy 
cropped up, this time, involving 
Mayor Freddie Tinga. 

Domingo Alidon, president of 
the Department of Education 
(DepEd) Employees’ Union, told 
the InquineR yesterday that the 
principals were asked to sign a 
“pledge of allegiance” to Tinga. 

Affixing their signatures 
would mean that the principals 
were supportive of Tinga's pro- 
jects. In return, they would re- 
ceive an allowance from the city 
government, Alidon said. 

"But the teachers have princi 
ples so they didn't sign it,” he 
added. 

Alidon warned politicians in 
the city not to involve teachers 
in politics or-the union would 
file charges against them. 

A city government official, 
however, denied Alidon's allega- 
tions. 

"That's a very funny accusa- 
tion. It's baseless and untrue, а 
mere figment of the imagina- 
tion. We vehemently deny that 
there is any shade of truth to 
that,” Tess Umali, the city's exec- 
utive assistant for education, 
told the Inquirer yesterday. 

She added that City Hall nev- 
er asked the principals to sign 


*' METROBRIEFS 
Ginang Kalikasan 
CONCHITA 
Monsuela has 
bested 22 
other con- 
tenders for 
the Ginang 
Kalikasan 
2006 tiie, a 
beauty contest launched by the Taguig 
City government where contestants 
were judged not by their looks, but by 
the amount of garbage they had col- 
lected. Monsuela, of Barangay West- 
ат Bicutan, was adjudged the winner 
after she collected and sold more than 
200,000 worth of recyclable materi- 
als. The bigger part of her prize mon- 
ey. wil fund clean and green projects 
in Taguig. according to the office of 
Mayor Freddie Tinga. Jocelyn R. Uy 


Giri needs help 
THIRTEEN-year-old Joy Yulo, who has 
been diagnosed with aplatic anemia, 
IS in need of financial help. She was 
previously diagnosed with pulmonary 
tuberculosis and blood dyserasia 
which require her to undergo blood 
transfusions. Her father, Roberto, a 
popcorn vendor, is appealing to kind- 
hearted people to help defray her 
medical expenses at the Philippine 
General Hospital which total P11,760 
monthly. Donors may contact Roberto 
t 7283805 or cell phone по. 0918- 
2417851. Donations may be also sent 
to the City State Savings Bank through 
Account no. 004-22-001147-1 


Please leave out the innocent 


LAST THURSDAY, CRISTY DAILO, 
iny co-anchor, in the program, 
“Isumbong mo kay Tulfo,” on 
dwiZ radio came running out of 
the office. She was crying. 

А white paper circulated that 
day, meant to destroy the reputa- 
tion of the Tulfo brothers—Raffy, 
Erwin, Ben and myself—hit other 
innocent people, as well. One of 
them was Cristy 
* "The white paper linked her to 
me, another female broadcaster to 
Erwin, and still another to Raffy. 

Cristy, who's married, couldn't 
stand what was written in the 
white paper. I wouldn't mention 
what was in it. It was so gross. 

1 admit can't speak for ту 
brothers—that, well, P “pilyo sa 
chicks” but I've never had any re- 
lationship with my subordinates 
di officemates. I consider them 
feinily 


from one of his girlfriends. 

The white paper has so dev- 
astated Cristy she wants to re- 
sign from my program. I'm sure 
it also did the same damage to 
the other broadcasters men- 
tioned in the white paper. 

Kawawa naman sila. They 
were innocent bystanders who 
were hit by stray "bullets" 
meant for me. 

On that score, the guy who or- 
dered the white paper to circu- 
late is like a terrorist. He doesn't 
care ifhe inflicts collateral dam- 
age on others who get in his line 
of sight in aiming at me. 

I am а fair target; I can take 
what I dish out. I beg him to 
spare people who are innocent. 


Oh, for crying out loud, the 
white paper even mentioned the 
supposed size of a part of my 
anatomy! 

1 cant tell the source of the 
white paper, but I can guess. It 
probably came from a guy who I 
know once had a relationship 
with an employee of his. 

Iknow this guy very well; he's a 
пу player. He once hired a public 
relations firm to throw dirt at his 
politcal and personal enemies. 

Why he should deal with “size” 
is'beyond me. He probably got it 


‘Administration lawmakers 
who defended President Macapa- 
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Bowling champion Paolo Valdez 


mauled at Alabang mall 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


IT WAS PROBABLY THE ONLY 
time in his life that he felt like a 
bowling pin, receiving blow af- 
ter blow from one fast moving 
ball. Or in this case, more than 
10. 

Paolo Valdez, 33, one of the 
country’s bowling champions, 
sustained bruises and multiple 
wounds all over his body after 
he was slapped, punched and 
hit over by the head with a bot- 
tle by more than 10 stall holders 
оп Thursday night. 

The incident, said the police, 
happened on the second floor of 
the Alabang Town Center in 
Muntinlupa at around 8:15 
pm. 

According to SPO2 Angel 
Nieves, Valdez and his wife, 
Stephanie, had gone to a cell 
phone shop, Nezrim Telecom, 
to return a unit which they said 
was defective. 

However, the shop owner, 
Mauyaq Ellas, reportedly re- 
fused to take the cell phone 
back. > 

He offered instead to repair it 
for P1,500, Nieves said in his re- 
port. 


Refund asked 

Valdez, however, refused El- 
las’ offer and insisted that the 
trader refund his money. 

As they argued, Ellas and 
neighboring stallholders began 


PAOLO Valdez with bowling icon Bong Coo mucro 
hitting him, probably to defend 
their colleague. 

They only stopped their at- 
tack after a mall security officer, 
Ronald Condo, stepped in to in- 
tervene. 

Attempted homicide and 
slight physical injuries were 
filed in the city prosecutor's of- 
fice yesterday against Ellas, 
who, at press time was being 


held at the police headquarters. ^ 

Ten other “John Does" were 
also included in the complaint. 

Valdez was the first Filipino 
to bag the prestigious men's 
masters gold medal in the 1989 
Kuala Lumpur Southeast Asian 
Games at age 16. 

He was also a two-time gold 
medalist in the 1993 SEA 
Games. 
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Camera phones now 
used by robbers on MRT 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


gal-Arroyo from Sen. Rodolfo Bi- 
azon's renewed attack on the 
“Hello Garci” scandal were right: 
Its already a dead issue. 

For this country to move on, 
leaders should not dig up dirt that 
had long been buried. 

People have forgotten the 
“Hello Garci” tapes scandal, or 
whatever one calls it. That means 
їз not important. 

invite you to watch "Isum- 
bong mo (Tulfo Brothers)" on 
RPN?9 from 6 to 7 p.m. 

Modesty aside, our staff has 
received many text messages 
on our cellular phone hotline 
praising the public service 
show. 

Ifyou want to make any com- 
ments about the show, please 
send your message to 0906- 
206-7057. 


According to Bataoil, one or 
two members of the syndicate 
usually position themselves near 
the ticket booth of the LRT or 
MRT, looking at people as they 
take out their wallet. 

After spotting a potential vic- 
tim. the suspects would take a 
picture of their target and pass it 
on to an accomplice, he ex- 
plained. 

‘The spotter would then follow 
the intended victim inside the 
train and then call or text or send 
a photo of the victim to their 
members on the ground. 

When the target gets off the 
train, one of the robbers would 
drape his arm around the victim's 
shoulder while another would get 
the contents of the victim's bag. 


ROBBERS HAVE ALSO GONE 
high-tech, using cell phones 
equipped with cameras to spot 
potential victims. 

Chief Supt. Leopoldo Bataoil, 
Northern Police District director, 
warned the publi yesterday 
about a syndicate which preys on 
mass transport commuters like 
the Light Rail or Metro Rail Tran- 
sit systems. 

“Robbers are now using their 
cell phone cameras to photo- 
graph their would-be victims and 
pass it on to an accomplice who 
would stage the holdup,” Bataoil 
said, adding that several victims 
have complained to the police 
about the group's activities. 
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‘TV SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS IN THE 
United States voted Thursday to change 
the wording of many of the prayers and 
blessings that Catholics have recited at dai- 
ly Mass for more than 35 years, yielding to 
Vatican pressure for an English translation 
that is closer to the original Latin. 

‘The bishops, meeting in Los Angeles, 
voted 173-29 to accept many of the 
changes to the Mass, ending a 10-year 
struggle that many English-speaking 
Catholics had dubbed “the liturgy wars.” 

Passage required a two-thirds vote. 

Some changes are minor, but in other 
cases Catholics will have to learn longer 
and more awkward versions of familiar 
prayers, For example, instead of saying, 
“Lord, Гат not worthy to receive you,” 
in the prayer before Communion, they 


US airlines 
hike fares 


ADD THIS TO THE GROWING LIST OF 
headaches for travelers: Fares keep ris- 
ing. 

Most of the nation's largest airlines 
said Thursday they would raise prices 
for many last-minute tickets. 

If the fare hike holds, it will be 
further evidence that the airlines 
are taking advantage of a situation 
that is good for them and bad for 
consumers—demand for travel is 
growing with the economy, yet the 
mumber of seats remains limited, 
giving the airlines power to push up 
fares. 

On Thursday, American Airlines, 
United Airlines, Northwest Airlines, 
Continental Airlines and US Airways 
followed Delta Air Lines’ move to in- 
crease one-way walk-up fares, which 
are typically bought by business trav- 
elers, by $50. 

Airlines generally raise fares in 
smaller increments. So even if some 
airlines break from the pack and pull 
back somewhat from the increase, 
fares on many routes could end up 
higher, extending a run of rising tick- 
et prices. 

This latest increase will affect some 
of the most expensive flights, which 
have already jumped 21 percent in 
the last year, according to Harrell As- 
sociates, an airline data-tracking 
firm. With the $50 increase, the aver- 
age last-minute one-way ticket, 
which last week cost $478, will likely 
jump another $38. NYT 


will say, "Lord, Tam not worthy that you 
should enter under my roof.” 

‘The reason for the change is a Vatican 
directive issued in 2001 under Pope John 
Paul П that demanded closer adherence 
to the Latin text. But some bishops in the. 
English-speaking world were indignant 
at what they saw as a Vatican move to 
curtail the autonomy of each nation's 
bishops to translate liturgical texts ac- 
cording to local tastes and needs. 

The new translation is likely to please 
those traditionalists who longed for an En- 
glish version more faithful to the Latin in 
use before the Second Vatican Council in 
the 1960s. But it may upset Catholics who 
have committed the current prayer book to 
heart and to memory and who took com- 
fort in its more conversational cadences. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


= TheNVORLD 
US Catholics to recite a changed Mass | 


"This translation will affect the wor- 
ship life of every Catholic in the United 
States and beyond,” said Bishop Donald 
W. Trautman of Erie, Pa., chairman of 
the bishops Committee on the Liturgy 
and a vocal critic of the new translation 
who helped stir opposition to it. 

The translation must go to the Vati- 
сап and Pope Benedict XVI for final ap- 
proval. It could still take years until the 
new text is published and put into use 
in American churches, 

The bishops rejected about 60 of the 
changes proposed by the Intemational 
‘Committee on English in the Liturgy, the 
panel of bishops from 11 English-speaking 
countries that prepared the translation. 

The Rev. Lawrence J. Madden, director 
of the Georgetown Center for Liturgy in 
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is shown in this undated photo. Ever 
remai 


Legendary physicist Dr. Albert Einstein, author of the theory of relativity, 


ig-time moneymakers. Einstein, along with the likes of Elvis 
Presley, Kurt Cobain, Andy Warhol and Maril 
‘earn enviable incomes from the grave, according to Forbes magazine. e 


in the afterlife, some celebrities 


Monroe, continues to 


Special fish to fight mosquitoes 


NEW ORLEANS—IN A LARGE ABOVE- 
ground pool here, entomologists are 
breeding front-line mosquito fighters. 

Hiding in the fibrous root systems 
dangling in the brown water, these fight- 
ers—hundreds of inch-ong, guppy-ke 
minnows—are being raised to be de- 
ployed to thousands of festering, food- 
ed-out pools and hot tubs abandoned in 
New Orleans and the Gulf Coast since 
Hurricane “Katrina” last August. 

‘Their mission: Devour mosquito lar 
vae and, potentially, prevent the spread 
of diseases like mosquito-bome en- 
cephalitis and the sometimes deadly 
West Nile virus. In the process, they'll 
help minimize one of this region’s most 
annoying summer pests. 

"They're incredible little fish,” said 


Greg Thompson, a research entom 
ogist for the New Orleans Mosq 
and Termite Control Board, аз he 
sprinkled flakes of fish food into the 
harvesting pool. 

‘The fish have been used to control 
mosquito populations since the 
1930s, but this post-Katrina offensive 
marks the first time they've been har- 
vested by the thousands for deposit 
into pools that have become scummy 
breeding tanks for mosquito larvae. 

The abundance of standing water 
and hot summer temperatures can 
create a mosquito-breeding haven. 
And with as many as 6,000 aban- 
doned pools in New Orleans alone, 
mosquito experts say the tiny fish are 
their biggest allies in protecting the 


Gulf Coast from a nasty mosquito in- 
festation. 

‘Just a bucket of water can breed 
thousands of mosquitoes,” said Ash- 
ley Gray, a college student interning 
with the mosquito control board this 
summer. 

The mosquito fish, native to this re- 
gion and probably the world's most 
effective biological mosquito control 
agent, are surface-breathers and са- 
pable of surviving in polluted waters 
with low oxygen levels. Their primary 
food source is mosquito larvae, 
though they also can live off algae. 

Fast reproducers, one female can 
give live birth to up to 100 babies every 
30 days or so. Each can gobble as many 
as100mosquitolarvaeaday. АР 


Now, Ahmadinejad says nuke 


incentive offer a 


SHANGHAI—IRANIAN PRESIDENT 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said Friday 
the international incentive offer to 
curtail his nation's nuclear program 
was a “step forward" that would be 
carefully considered, 

"We regard the offet of a package as 
азер forward and Ihave instructed my 
colleagues to carefully consider it,” Ah- 
madinejad, in China for the leaders 
summit of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization, told a press conference. 

"We will give a response in due time 
in line with the international interests 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran." 

Ahmadinejad was commenting on 
the offer—put forward this month by 
the five permanent members of the UN 
Security Council plus Germany—of in- 
centives to Tehran if it agreed to sus- 
pend uranium enrichment. 

Uranium enrichment makes nucle- 
ar reactor fuel but also atom bomb 
material, 

‘The United States has led interna- 
tional warnings that Iran intends to 
build a nuclear weapons program. 

Tehran insists its nuclear program 
is only for energy purposes and that it 
hasa right to enrich uranium. 

"We are not seeking to develop nu- 
clear weapons," Ahmadinejad reiter- 
ated Friday. 

He then sought to focus attention 


“ү 


AHMADINEJAD in Shanghai June 16. 
жыл 


оп the fact the United States dropped 
atomic bombs in Japan at the end of 
World War П, becoming the first and 
only nation to use nuclear weapons. 
“Pay attention to the fact that Hi- 
roshima is only a few hundred kilome- 
ters away" he said, referring to one of 
the Japanese cities that was bombed. 
“We believe that war-minded and 
selfish nations must correct their be- 
havior if they want to have a place in 


step forward’ 


the future world.” 

Iran has previously given mixed 
signals over whether it will accept the 
incentive offer, made by the United 
States, China, Russia, Britain, France 
and Germany to Tehran on June 6. 

Iran's ambassador to the Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency, Ali As- 
ghar Soltanieh, said Thursday the in- 
ternational community's “carrot-and- 
stick" policy over Iran's nuclear pro- 
gram was counterproductive. 

"Humiliation and the use of language. 
of threat of referring the nuclear dossier 
to the UN Security Council. have had a 
serious impact on mutual trus and con- 
fidence on parties involved and thus the 
process of negotiations,” he said. 

Iran's supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei also said Thursday his coun- 
try would not bow to pressure over its 
atomic program, implicitly rejecting 
the calls to suspend enrichment. 

"The Islamic Republic of Iran will not 
bend to these pressures, The continua- 
tion of this scientific progress is its fun- 
damental and basic right,” Iranian state 
television quoted Khamenei as saying. 

The incentives package includes 
the lifting of some US trade sanctions 
and international support for the 
“building of new light water reactors 
їп fran,” according to а copy of the 
proposal shown to AFP. AFP 


Washington, said: "In hewing to the Latin 
more closely, it's making some of the En- 
glish awkward. It isn't the English we 
speak. It's becoming more sacred English, 
rather than vernacular English.” 

Madden said: “That's one of the reasons 
why a large number of the bishops up to 
this point have been opposed to the trans- 
lation, because they're afraid this is going 
to distance the liturgy from the people." 

The Rev. Robert J. Silva, president of 
the National Federation of Priests Coun- 
cils, said of the priests he represents: 
“We're not real anxious to have changes. 
There's поет because a lot of us 
are saying, is this really a theological and. 
Biblical issue? Is it really to upgrade the 
language, or is this something that’s a lit- 


tle more ideological?” NYT 


Corpus Christi in Rome, June 15. 


S. African whites urged to take 
stock as Soweto uprising marked 


JOHANNESBURG—SOUTH AFRICA ON FRI- 
day marked the 30th anniversary of the 
‘Soweto uprising, one of the bloodiest chap- 
ters of apartheid, amid renewed debate over 
whether whites should own up to the atroci- 
ties of the former regime. 

"Hundreds of black youths died at the hands of 
police during protests against the enforced use of 
Afrikaans in schools that began on June 16, 
1976, in the Johannesburg township of Soweto. 

‘The protests marked a turning point in the 
anti-apartheid struggle and the brutal police 
response set international public opinion 
against the white regime. 

The 30th anniversary of the 1976 uprising 
is being celebrated in the wake of a firestorm 
touched off by Archbishop Desmond Turu, 
who remarked in late April that whites had 
not shown enough gratitude for the magna- 
nimity shown by blacks. 

His comments drew a strong response from 
both sides of the racial divide, setting off a 
deluge of opinion pieces, letters from in 
censed newspaper readers and phone calls to 
radio talk shows, confirming that Tutu had 
struck a raw nerve. 

Nkosinathi Biko, son of anti-apartheid ac- 


tivist Steve Bil 


, said that as the nation 


marked 30 years since the Soweto uprising, 
white South Africans should take responsibili- 
tyfor the sins of apartheid. 

"White South Africans must reckon with 
history for what it is and not for what they 
wish it to have been," Biko wrote in a newspa- 
per commentary. 

Biko, who was 6 years old when his father 
died in detention in 1977 after being tortured 


” 


by security police, told AFP that the new gen- 
eration of black South Africans might not be 


as gracious as their contemporaries. 


“If Bishop Tutu, who is the embodiment of 
reconciliation, is making these kinds of state- 
ments, should we not be concerned that there. 


may bea growing intolerance?" said Biko. 


"We hear a lot of community voices that say 
‘we are well beyond the honeymoon period," 
said Biko, the executive director of the Steve 
Biko Foundation, which runs programs to de- 


velop youth leadership. 


‘The debate over whether whites should atoné 
for the sins of apartheid is a recurring one in 
South Africa, which has won praise for its peace- 
ful transition to black majority rule since 1994. 
А campaign spearheaded in 2000 by for- 
mer African National Congress (ANC) mem- 
ber of parliament Carl Niehaus to get promi- 
nent whites to sign a statement apologizing 


for apartheid fel fiat. 


Niehaus, who served as South Africa's am- 
bassador to the Netherlands, said whites had 
failed to recognize that they were the “bene: 
factors of apartheid” and “continue to benefit 


to this day" 


"We don't deal with it properly” said 
Niehaus, an Afrikaner. "We seem to want to 
forget too quickly the damages of apartheid 


that have been inflicted.” 


“The 30th anniversary is an opportunity to 
go back to the white community and say А 
large number of young people were shot and 
killed for no other reason than for the fact 
that they did not want to live in a society 
where they were second-class citizens," 


Niehaus told АЕР 
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US military deaths in Iraq hit 2,500 


MOURNER salutes the body of Staff Sgt. Richard A. Blakley, killed in 
action in Iraq, at his funeral June 15 in Avon, Ind. » 


j WASHINGTON—AMERICAN DEATHS SINCE THE 
invasion of Iraq have reached 2,500, marking a 
grim milestone in the wake of recent events that 
President George W. Bush hopes will reverse the 
war's unpopularity at home. 


The latest death was an- 
nounced as Congress was launch- 
ing a symbolic election-year de- 
bate over the war, with Republi- 
cans rallying against calls by 
some Democrats to set a 
timetable for the withdrawal of 
US troops. 

The Pentagon provided no de- 
tails on the nature of the 2,500th 
death. Nevertheless, reaching the 
new marker underscored the con- 
tinuing violence in Iraq just after 
an upbeat Bush returned from а 


surprise visit to Baghdad deter- 
mined that the tide was begin- 
ning to turn. 

“It's a number,” White House 
press secretary Tony Snow told 
reporters at the White House. 

“Any president who goes 
through a time of war feels very 
deeply the responsibility for 
sending men and women into 
harm's way, feels very deeply the 
pain that the families feel. This 
president is no different,” he 
said. 


Iraq war costs estimated at $319 billion 


WASHINGTON—THE UNITED 
States has appropriated an esti- 
mated $319 billion for the war on 
Iraq through 2006 with an emer- 
gency spending package ap- 
proved by Congress Thursday, the 
Congressional Research Service 
said. 

The agency said average 
monthly spending on the war in 
Iraq may rise to $8 billion this fis- 
cal year, up from $6.4 billion a 
month in 2005. 

+ lt said the Department of De- 


Washington 
sniper bares 
details of 4 
riew shootings 


WASHINGTON—ONE OF THE 
twp men convicted in a string of 
shipef attacks in the Washington 
area in 2002 told authorities that 
he and his co-conspirator were 
responsible for four other shoot- 
ings that had not been publicly 
linked to them, according to a 
Published report. 

} The Washington Post said in a 
story in Friday's editions that Lee 
Boyd Malvo told authorities 
about the shoorings—two of 
them fatal—occurred before the 
three-week spree in October 
2002 in which 13 people were 
shót, 10 fatally, in the Washing- 
ton area. 

{he Post said a second source 
cobfirmed that investigators have 
Téceived information implicating 

амо and John Allen Muhammad. 
іп фе four other shootings. 

‘Haw enforcement officials inter- 
vided Malvo extensively to pre- 
pare for his testimony at Muham- 
пай trial last month in Maryland. 

“The two most recently linked 
hbmicide victims were a man 
shot in Los Angeles in February or 
March 2002 and a man shot in 
the head from a distance May 27, 
2902, in Denton, Texas, a Dallas 
suburb. The two survivors are a 
7Éyearold Tucson man shot 
May 18, 2002, at a golf course in 
Clearwater, Florida. and а 54- 
year-old Louisiana man shot dur- 
ing a robbery on Aug. 1, 2002, af- 
tér leaving a shopping mall in a 
suburb of Baton Rouge, The Post. 
reported. 

Besides the Washington area 
shootings, Muhammad and Mal- 
vbzare linked to earlier shootings 
in ‘Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, 
Maryland and Washington state. 
They are also suspects in the 
Márch 2002 shooting of golfer 
пу Taylor on a Tucson, А, 
тойа, golf course. 


fense's annual war funding rose 
from about $73 billion in fiscal 
2004 to $102 billon in fiscal 
2005, "and may reach $118 bil 
lion in FY 2006 if the pending 
supplemental is enacted,” the re- 
port said. 

The report was issued shortly 
before Congress approved a 
$94.5-billion emergency 
spending bill that included 
$65.8 billion to fund military 
operations in Шад and 
Afghanistan 


GONE FISHING 
Bathed in the day's last li 
Port Orange, Fla., June 15. 


The CRS said $437 billion 
have been appropriated since 
the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks to 
fund US military operations in 
Iraq, Afghanistan, the broader 
war оп terrorism and homeland 
defense. 

‘Spending on Afghanistan aver- 
aged $1.3 billion a month in 2005 
and may rise to $1.5 billion in 
2006, the report said. 

The Congressional Budget Of- 
fice estimates that "war costs 
could total $371 billion between 


FY 2007 and FY 2016,” it said. 

That would assume a draw- 
down of US troops engaged in 
those operations from about 
258,000 currently to 74,000 by 
fiscal year 2010, it said. 

“Adding that amount to the 
$437 billion with the FY 2006 
supplemental (budget ге 
quest), total funding for Iraq 
and the GWOT (Global War on 
Terrorism) could reach $808 
billion by 2016,” the report 
said. AFP 


“It’s always a sad benchmark, 
and one of the things the presi- 
dent has said is that these people 
will notdie in vain," Snow added. 
*.... You've got a government now 
that can help ensure that that is 
not the case.” 

The Pentagon releases new ca- 
sualty figures daily with no fan- 
fare—and scant detail—as de- 
fense officials have said that no 
one death should be highlighted 
since all losses are equally tragic. 

Some members of Congress 
have been calling for a timetable 
for the eventual withdrawal of 
troops from Iraq, of which there 
are about 127,000. 

The United States invaded Iraq 
in March 2003, in an effort to de- 
pose dictator Saddam Hussein, 
amid now debunked allegations 


that he had weapons of mass de- 
struction. 

According to the Pentagon to- 
tals, there have been 1,972 ser- 
місе members killed in action in 
Iraq, and another 528 died from 
other non-hostile causes. There 
also have been 18,490 troops 
wounded in action, including 
8,501 who did not return to duty. 

‘According to some estimates, 
about 4,800 Iraqi police and se- 
curity forces have died during the 
war, and at least 30,000 Iraqi 
civilians have been Killed. 

Bush has dismissed calls for a 
US withdrawal as election-year 
politics and has consistently re- 
fused to give a timetable or 
benchmark for success that 
would allow troops to come, 
home. AP 


US puts a face 
on Zarqawi successor 


BAGHDAD, IRAQ—US MILITARY 
officers on Thursday put a face on 
the new chief of al-Qaida in 
Mesopotamia, releasing a photo- 
graph and details of the man they 
say succeeded Abu Musab al-Zar- 
самі after he was killed in an air 
strike last week 

In a news briefing, Maj. Gen. 
William B. Caldwell, the US mili- 
tary spokesperson here, identified 
al-Zarqawi's probable successor as 
‘Abu Ayyub al-Masri, an Egyptian 
‘who he said had trained in one of 
the terrorist camps in Afghanistan 
runby al-Qaida in 1999. 

Al-Masri, he said, was а 
"founding member" of al-Qaida 
in Mesopotamia and had become 
one of al-Zarqawis "closest re- 
maining associates." The group is 
believed to be responsible for 
dozens of suicide and car bomb- 
ings across Iraq that have killed 
hundreds of Iraqi civilians. 

Caldwell said that al-Masi—the 
meme means “the Egyptian” in Ara- 
bic—is the same person as Abu 
Hamza al-Muhajir whom al-Qaida in 
Mesopotamia dedared Monday as 
their new leader in an Intemet post- 
ing. Both names are thought to be 
pseudonyms. Shortly after al-Zarqawi 
жаз killed, US officials predicted that 
al-Masri would be the successor. 

Stil, on Thursday, US officials 
said they had seen signs of disrup- 
tion, and a possible power strug- 
gle, going on within the group. 

The Americans said al-Masri 
joined the Egyptian militant 
group, Islamic Jihad, in 1982 and 


UNDATED photo of Abu Ayyub 
al-Masri. ^" 


went to Afghanistan in 1999 to 
train in the Faroug militant camp, 
where he learned about explo- 
sives. The Farouq camp was one 
of the main al-Qaida training 
camps before it was bombed by 
the Americans in October 2001. 

Caldwell said al-Masri came to 
Iraq in early 2003 and helped to set 
up the original cell in Baghdad of 

what later became al-Qaida in 
Mesopotamia. More recently, al- 
Masri was a senior operational com- 
mander for the group, supplying sui- 
cide bombers and car bombs. He 
was responsible for all operations in. 
southem Iraq, Caldwell said. 

Al-Masri is believed to be oper- 
ating in Baghdad, he said. 

US officials said they believe 
that al-Zarqawi's death has dis- 
rupted the leadership of al-Qaida 
in Mesopotamia, and that a strug. 
gle for control of the organization 
may be under way. NYT 


Fossils indicate all birds 
had a common ancestor 


FILLING A GAP IN THE EVOLU- 
tion of birds, scientists have dug 
up fossils of a bird that lived 110 
million years ago and looked re- 
markably like a small modern- 
day waterfowl. 

One of the new fossils, from 
northwest China, even preserves 
the webbing between the toes. 
The finding, reported Friday in 
the journal Science, supports the 
notion that all living birds, from 
ostriches to ducks to humming- 
birds, descended from an ances- 
tor that lived by the shore. 

"The first fossil of the bird, Gansus 
yumenensis, was discovered 25 years 
‘ago, and it was named after where it 
was found, near the city of Yumen in 
the Chinese province of Gansu. But 
that fossil was just the left foot and 
part of the ankle, enough to show 
that the Gansus was small—about 
the size of a robin—but leaving 
much unknown. 


In 2004, researchers led by- 
Hai-lu You of the Chinese Acade- 
my of Geological Sciences re-. 
turned to the region and found - 
about 40 more fossils of Gansus 
їп an area that was once a lake. 
The best preserved fossils are 
nearly complete and even show 
parts of the feathers, although 
none include the bird's skull. 

‘The bones of the upper body 
suggest that Gansus was able to 
take flight from the water, much 
ike today’s ducks. Webbed feet 
and bony knees, which probably 
anchored strong muscles, show 
that Gansus could swim. 

"We have thought of it as more 
like а diving duck or a loon,” said 
Matthew C. Lamanna, an author of 
the Science paper who is assistant 
curator of vertebrate paleontology 
at the Carnegie Museum of Natural 
History in Pittsburgh. "We see it as 
a swimmer ora diver” NYT 


How to solve obesity in the US: Redesign neighborhoods 


ByChase Squires 


DENVER—ITLL TAKE MORE 
tifan public service campaigns to 
збе the US obesity problem, ac- 
cótding to fitness experts who say 
nfighborhoods must be designed 
ss people can get around without 
бег cars. 

"Virtually everything American 
sóciety has done for the past 100 
years has made it easier for its 
people to be fatter, said James 
Sallis, a San Diego State Universi- 
ty psychology professor, and oth- 


ers who gathered recently at the 
American College of Sports 
Medicine's annual meeting 

“We've buit an unhealthy 
world in a lot of different ways,” 
said Sallis, who was once dubbed 
an "obesity warrior" by Time 
magazine. 

Sallis contends change will 
come only when the public de- 
mands walkable development, 
more federal money for parks 
and bike paths and even a tax on 
industries that promote seden- 
tary lifestyles (he pointed 1 


video game makers, movie the- 
ater chains and even electric Seg- 
жау scooters). 

Proof that people will accept 
an active lifestyle and walk to 
parks and shopping if they can is 
found in the “new urbanism” 
style of planned communities, 
the experts contend. They point- 
ed to Denver’s Stapleton neigh- 
borhood, an enclave of new 
homes built where the city's old 
airport used to be. 

The neighborhood is a mix of 

js. tlle es, parks, apartments 


and houses linked by wide side- 
walks and meandering bike 
paths. Architecture varies from 
single-family homes to rows of 
brownstones. Tom Gleason, a 
spokesperson for developer For- 
est City, said the design has been 
ahit, 

“People will walk if you give 
them that opportunity,” he said. 

Jack Berryman, a professor of 
medical history at the University 
of Washington, said active 
lifestyles date back centuries and 
Prestet Hendon Roosevelt fa 


тошу worried about Americans’ 
“slothful life.” Before both world 
wars, military leaders com- 
plained about “soft” recruits. 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
launched the President's Council 
‘on Physical Fitness in 1956. 

"Given all that, which Lam sug- 
gesting got the word ош, it’s just 
failure, failure, failure, Fatter, not 
шег” Berryman said. 

‘Two years ago, the National 
Institute of Environmental 
Health Science hosted a confer- 
ence on how soclery has engi 


neered activity out of American 
life. Institute spokesperson 
Christine Bruske said a similar 
conference last year focused on 
how children are affected, but 
new ideas take time. 

Without a coordinated effort 
among federal, state and local 
governments, communities can't 
compete, Sallis said. Transporta- 
tion money goes to highways, not 
bike paths or even sidewalks in 
newer developments, 

“Everything is engineered 
against us." Sallie said AP 
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Tough defense 
defangs Kings’ 
Menk, Caguioa 


‘GAMES TOMORROW (Araneta Coliseum) 
р.т,—Аазкауз Purefoods 
6:35 p.m.—San Miguel Bear vs Red Bull/GInebra 


By June Navarro 


ANTIPOLO CITY—RED BULL 
wasn’t really hot. Barangay 
Ginebra was simply not up to 
the task. 


The Bulls laid а merciless full-court trap 
throughout and scored a runaway 120-98 vic- 
tory over the Gin Kings to advance into the 
semifinals of the Grand Matador Brandy PBA 
Philippine Cup last night at the Ynares Cen- 
ter. 

For the second straight time, the Bulls bot- 
tled up Eric Menk in the paint while putting 
the cuffs on streak-shooting Mark Caguioa to 
set up a best-of-seven semifinal clash with the 
San Miguel Beermen starting tomorrow. 

ТЕ will be Purefoods against Alaska in the 
other semifinal duel. 

Caguioa finished with 17 points, a far cry 
from his 27-point series average. 

Menk was even worse. The reigning MVP 
came up with 14 points and nine rebounds 


 GINEBRA'S Eric Menk tries to block the shot 
of Red Bull's Lordy Tugade. p 


but was five-of-19 from the field. Caguioa 
converted six out of 21 attempts. 

*] guess we have to look back at Game 4," 
said Red Bull coach Yeng Guiao, who also 
‘ousted Siot Tanquingcen and the Kings in the 
semifinals of the Fiesta Conference." 

“Our momentum and energy spilled over 
and the result was the same.” 


Coach Yeng Guiao capitalized on his man- 
power advantage, efficiently rotating his 
men, five of whom finished in double figures. 

Cyrus Baguio and Leo Najorda had career- 
highs 23 and 21 points, respectively, while 
Junthy Valenzuela and Mick Pennisi added 13 
and 12 points for the Bulls. Lordy Tugade also 
finished with 21 points. 

“We cashed in on their manpower woes 
and used our bench depth to the hilt,” said 
Guiao, whose wards dumped the Kings in 
Game 4, 118-97, to force last night's rubber 
match. 

lan Salansang's miracle shot with one- 
tenth of a second left before intermission and 
Mark Macapagal's nine-point cluster in the 
first half boosted the morale of the Kings. 

But other than those feats, the Kings, who 
missed key men due to various injuries, were 
simply disappointing, 

Menk was far from his usual lethal self in 
the paint and Mark Caguioa couldn't find his 
rhythm. 

Rookie Paolo Bugia and Leo Najorda alter- 
nated in containing Menk, who made only 
one of eight field-goal attempts in the first 
half. 

Baguio led Red Bull's quick start, scoring 
11 points, deflecting a couple of shots and 
forcing Caguioa into tumovers as the Bulls 
built a 27-18 lead. 

The scores: 

RED BULL 120—Baguio 23, Najorda 21, Tugade 21, 
Valenzuela 13, Pennisi 12, Robinson 8, Alvarez 7, Fonacier 
6, Bugla 6 Vilanseva 3, Hrabak 0. 

GINEBRA 98—Macapagal 20, Caguioa 17, Ferreria 16, 
Menk 14, Salangsang 8, Echavez В, Holper 7, Salvacion 6, 
Sotto 2, Ramos. 

(Quarters: 27-18, 48-97, 80-65, 120-98 
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Clavecilla u 


By Musong В. Castillo 


SILANG, CAVITE—SO MUCH FOR THE SHOOT 
ош. 

‘Iggy Clavecilla, getting a litte help from Fran- 
cis Gaston, shot a five-over-par 76 yesterday and 
won the Philippine Seniors Amateur Golf cham- 
pionship by eight shots over his buddy and fellow 


Luisita mainstay here. 


EZAN 


CLAVECILLA 


Harbour, 


Toyota 


Otis clash 
for crown 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


WHEN JOSEPH YEO COULDN'T GET HIS SHOTS TO FALL EARLY 


in Game 4, Harbour Centre's top gunner vowed to make up for it 


insome other ways. 
THe said he was | 
unlucky, so hell just 
edhtribute іп other 
areas; said Portmas- 
teiscoachJorgeGal- | 
left. "He ended up 
getting the most rebounds in the 
team, and he had many assists.” 
‘So for Gallent, it will all be 
about attitude when Harbour 
Géntre and Toyota Otis dispute 
the PBL Unity Cup in a rubber 
mätch at 3 pm. today at the Oli- 
мўе Sports Center in Parafiaque. 
‘we play with the same atti- 
tude, we can close it out,” said 
Gallent. "The desire was there 
from the beginning and we cant 
reach this stage if we don't have 


Game TODAY 
(Ойка: Sports Center) 
, 8pm.—loyota Otis vs 
Harbour Centre 


seeking a 
vincingly d 


Point gu 


for 35 poin 


Holding a 21 
lead, the Sparks bun- 
gled the chance to 
bag their first title 
when the Portmas- 
ters, who are also 
maiden crown, con- 
laimed Game 4 with a 


73-55 triumph last Thursday 


ards LA Tenorio and 


Chico Lanete pushed the series to 
a deciding Game 5 by combining 


ts for Harbour, which. 


gota measly point from Yeo. 

"The Sparks, who won the odd- 
numbered games of the series, al- 
зо missed the services of stating 
forward Aaron Aban due to а 
sprained wrist. 


“If Aaron was around, they 


Áunzo hits 
2 birdies, 
ties Bayron 


DAVAO—UNHERALDED FERDIE 
‘Aunzo birdied the last two holes 
toforge into a tie with Jay Bayron 
for the second-round lead yester- 
day in the Samsung Tour third leg 
atithe Rancho Palos Verdes Golf 
and Country Club course. 

‘Whe 25-year-old Aunzo, who 
ттн up in Davao like his child- 
hood friend Bayron but is now 
playing for Eastridge, shot a five- 
under.par 67 to claim a piece of 
thelead at 138. 

Bayron, who broke the course 
record with a 64 spiked by an ace | 
in the first round, soared to a 74 
and lost his ovemight seven- 
stroke advantage. 

"The coleaders held a three 
shot lead over Mark Femando 
(69-141), with Caddies Open 
standout Joseph Labajo (69-142) 
and Gene Bondoc (700-142). 

"The five others who made the 
36-hole cut were Mike Bibat (71- 
143), Міко Yee (72-144), Jonel 
‘Ababa (70-145), Louie Dacudao 
(72-146), Boboy Jaraula (74-146) 
and Romeo Depilo (86-161). 

‘Crystal Superal, Imee Garcia 
and Beth Kimura emerged as the 
first three winners by topping the 
ladies Class A (71-70), ladies 
Class B (79-82), and ladies Class. 
C (90-93-183), in that order. 


NATIONAL TEAM STALWARTS 
captured most of the major 
awards despite a serious for- 
ейп challenge in Class О 
‘Thursday night in the 35th 
PBC-Boysen International 
Open Tenpin Bowling Champi- 
onships at the Green Valley 
Janes in Pasig City. 

Former Asian Games and 


World Cl 
medalist 


Malaysie 


тале 


championship gold 
Liza del Rosario 


clinched the ladies’ All- 
Events plum, besting 


ja's Wan Nur Atíqqa, 


P300,000 RICHER 


Pucay rules PGAP by 1 


TAGAYTAY CITY—MARS PUCAY CAME 
back from three strokes off the pace with a 
second successive 3-under-par 69 yesterday 
to win the P1 million PGAP championship 
atthe Splendido here. 

The long-hitting Baguio native nailed 
down eight birdies, the last coming on the 
par-4 16th hole that boosted him past three- 
day leader Antonio Lascufia by a shot in the 
tournament presented by Jesus P Busta- 


Gaston, the former RP Amateur champ, made 
a mess out of his final round with a fat 8 on the 
par-3 eighth as he closed out with an 83 at the 
Rivieras tough Langer course. 

Clavecilla pulled away from Gaston after four 


t 


HARBOUR Centre's Jerwin Gaco tries to get a shot off Toyota Otis’ 
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nchallenged in the end 


holes, stretched the lead to 11 at the tum, and 
wound up with а 226 total after 54 holes of the 
event presented by Harbour Centre. 

"Those were the breaks of the game and it was 
good for me to have had such a lead (after nine 
holes)," said Clavecilla, the defending Asia-Pacific 
champion. "I also got tired playing the last nine." 

‘The 58-year-old Clavecilla, who together with 
Gaston and Philippine Sports Commissioner 
Richie Garcia made Luisita a powerhouse team in 
the PAL Interclub close to two decades ago, 
picked up his second titie in this tournament after 
‘winning in 2003 at The Orchard. 

Seve Chua finished third (82-242) and Bryan 


$ 


i а HR 2 


Joseph Casio (left) and Dennis Daa in Game Four. 


wouldnt have dominated the 
boards,” said Sparks coach Louie 


Alas. 


The Porumasters won the bat- 
Че off the boards, 51-37, despite 
the presence of the Sparks’ 6- 
foot. 

Fil-Am Joe Devance. 

The Portmasters bench also 
outscored the Sparks’ relievers, 
4223. 

Alas said everything will boil 
down to execution. 

“IE we want to win the series, 


“He really wanted to play" 
bour Centre." 
7 centers Mark Andaya and 


278-63 victory. 


, Del Rosario, Korean 
win; Lecaros shines 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


1747-1733. Liza Clutario, the 
2004 Southeast Asian Games 
Masters champ, bagged third 
place with a 1726 total. 


The men's All-Events went 
to Korean Seo Jung Hwan, 


the 
the! 


who amassed 1991 to beat 
former RP team coach Purvis 
Granger, 1991-1837. Mark- 
win Tee was third with an 
1833 total. 

But 13-year-old Anjo Lecaros 
stole the thunder from the more 
experienced winners by rolling 


the 


Lascufia, the former The County Club 
Invitational winner, wound up with a 73 for 


TS 
‘current top qualifier for 
Masters competitions 


fourth perfect game of the 


а 281 tally three clear of the third-placed 
Richard Sinfuego, who submitted a 70. 

"Practice has been paying off wel,” said 
Pucay, the former caddy bankrolled by 
Mizuno and Mesaland of his second win of 
the year worth P300,000. 

Pucay quickly pulled even with Lascufia 
by birdieing his first four holes. 

Former Philippine Open champion Cas- 
sius Casas dosed out with a similar 69 for a 
level 288 and fourth place. 

The event was mainly sponsored by JP 
Golf Korea and backed by Kin Hyoung-min. 


we have to be sharp on both ends 
of the court,” he said. “If we cant 
execute our plays, then we will 
have a hard time stopping Har 


After Toyota Otis claimed the 
opener at 68-51, Harbour Centre 
leveled the series in Game 2 with 


The Sparks then moved on the 
verge of winning the crown with 
ап 83-80 win in Game 3, but the 
Portmasters and forged a winner- 
take-all match with a 73-55 win. 


DEL ROSARIO: All-events 


tournament in placing third in 
the men's Associate Masters. 

Lecaros’ 300 propelled him 
to third behind champion Joey 
Velez (2004) and Carlos Can- 
dano (1980) with 1936. 

Lynn Tan, playing for TCBA, 
claimed the ladies’ Associate 
Masters with a 1768 total. 


Cockrell carded an 81 for fourth with 246. 

Edwin Arcilla and Joe Lao shared fifth place 
with 248$ after an 83 and an 85, respectively fol- 
lowed by Danny Pizarro (83-250), veteran Caloy 
Coscolluela (84-251), Jose Nepomuceno (90- 
259) and Philip Judan (94-266). 

‘Ober winners: Category | (8559) Gross: Ted Runes (81- 
158; Мас Атаф Basista (79-152), Category 2 (60- 
6(.— Gross: Tho Eusebio (89-171); Net Arsenio Paredes (76- 
148; Category 3 (85-69}—Gross: Ben Иал (75-100; Net- 
Benny Ricdrt (80-143; Super Senior 1 (70-74}—Gross: Jon 
(Gander (81-184: Net Ricardo Quintas (79-145); Super Senior 2 
((Sabove}—Gross: Catos igo (102-200, питер former 
President Fidel V. Ramas: Net: Endque Booch (26-184) 


Valencia, 
P’gasinan 
advance 
to NBC 
semifinal 


А COUPLE OF REVERSALS 
marked wild-card playoff match- 
es in the 2006 Guerrero Brandy- 
NBC national basketball champi- 
onship Thursday with favored 
Forward Taguig and North Cota- 
bato getting the door. 

‘The former Norther Division 
champion Taguig of Mayor Fred- 
die Tinga fell to the Pangasinan 
Hundred Islands, 68-71, at the 
CP Tinga gym in Taguig City 
while the North Cotabato Braves 
of Gov. Manny Piñol succumbed 
to the Valencia Golden Harvest of 
Mayor Jose Galario Jt, 72-75, al- 
so atits own court in Kidapawan. 

The shocking wins shoved 
Hundred Islands and Golden 
Harvest into the semifinals, 

Valencia will go up against de- 
fending champion Ozamiz Cotta 
while the Pangasinenses, backed 
by the Pangasinan Amateur Bas- 
ketball Association led by its pres- 
ident Mayor Hernani Braganza 
will face North's top team, Spring 
Cooking Oil-Parañaque, in the 
semifinals. 


Spring five, 
Bahrain 
dispute title 


SPRING COOKING OIL BLAST. 
ed AFAOFL a Filipino-Bahraini 
team, 98-80, Thursday to barge 
into ‘the finals of the fourth 
Bahrain-Philippines Goodwill 
Games at the Juffair Youth Center 
gym here. 

Ex-PBA star Nelson Asaytono 
powered NBC president 
Nathaniel “Tac” Padilla's Cooking 
Ой Masters to the lopsided ui- 
umph with 17 points, seven re- 
bounds and five assists. 

Six-foot-seven Hassan Abdul 
Nabi and Bong de Guzman led 
the RB Bahrain combination with 
23 and 20 points, respectively. 

"think we have a good chance 
against the Bahrain national 
team in the finals,” said Spring 
_ у coach Yong Garcia. 
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Caidic launches 
‘The Triggerman’ 


FOR THE FIRST R 

time in his 43 years, 

Sensus IN HUDDLE 

ager Allan Caidic С 

celebrated his birth- A 

day in a unique way, am En 

and in a most un- e 

likely — place—a 

bookstore! "x 
geag " 

with his lay 

Won Alanlaunchea Beth Celis 

his autobiographical 

book, "Allan Caidic, The Triggerman,” at the 

National Bookstore at the Shangri-La Mall. 

The invitation was for 6 p.m. of June 15. 

Allan said he expected friends and associ- 
ates— people who had touched his life in a 
significant way—to be at the launch. 

People were starting to mill outside 
the bookstore when I arrived just before 
6 last Thursday. 

Tread in a spirits’ book years ago that 
оп a person's birthday, he is given a fresh 
ration of energy or life force that would 
last him the entire year until his next 
birthday. 

‘A person must use this energy wisely 
and even try to generate more through | 
various means, otherwise, he is likely to +|, 
go “low batt” way before his next ration. 

The book said the reason why a person. 
is usually susceptible to accidents, ill- 
messes and other negative occurrences 
just before his birthday is because he has 
‘used up his life force for the year. 

In Allan's case, he looked like he just got 
his fresh ration last Thursday night. He was 
in such high spirits you could practically feel 
the electricity oozing from him. Allan shook 

'well-wishers hand with vigor and "be- 
so-besoed" the lady-guests with glee. 

Allan's guests represented different gen- 
erations in Philippine basketball. The “blast 
from the past” cast included his University 
of the East mentor Virgilio "Baby" Dalupan, 
‘who was reunited with him in the РВА de- 
funct Presto team, and his Warrior team- 
mates Jerry Codifiera and George Ella. 

Red Bull assistant coach Roehl Nadurata, 
another former coach, was there to join the. 
festivities. From afar, I thought that the sil- 
ver-haired gentleman chatting with Roehl 
and Baby D was newly appointed UAAP 
commissioner Elmer Yanga. On closer 
scrutiny, I was surprised to see that it was 
former Presto team manager Ignacio Gotao, 
‘who was also the team's representative to 
the PBA board. 

‘The real Elmer Yanga walked in much 
later. 

I didn't make а head count, but I believe 
the Ginebra Kings, led by coach Siot Tan- 
quingcen who was accompanied by his 
wife, came in full force. Also gracing the af- 
fair were San Miguel Corp.'s Henry Co- 
juangco, Robert Non and Jun Cabalan, Al- 
lan's fellow team managers, old chums 
Samboy Lim and Hector Calma, and PBA 
coaches Jong Uichico and Binky Favis. 

The affair was truly star-studded, the 
small venue filled. 

The party was still in full swing when my 
pal Rhea Navarro and I decided to take a 
French leave, with the intention of retum- 
ing. 

Bumping into Siot and his wife on 
their way to one of the pizza restaurants, 
I couldn't help but inquire about his 
heavily bandaged arm, which I didn't no- 
tice in the past, probably because it was 
flesh-colored. 

“What happened?” asked. 

“Katangahan (stupidity)," was Siot's 
short explanation. 

Т told him he was lucky his bones 
didn’t get crushe 

“But they did,” he said, making me 
more curious as to the cause of the in- 


jury. 

“TIL bet you smashed the brick wall 
with your bare hands after the Kings 
lost,” Ljoked. 

Siot just laughed. I guessed right. 

‘The moming after, 1 texted Allan for 
some post-celebration notes. 

He said it was his happiest and most 
‘memorable birthday ever and he had a long 
list of people and entities to thank for this. 
He mentioned San Miguel Corp., Ginebra, 
‘Accel, Tamayo's Catering, Kolins TV, Айаз 
Publication and National Bookstore. He also 
thanked kumpare Reli de Leon, and writers 
Tito Talao, Dulce de la Cruz, and last but not 
least, yours truly. 


Рейа second-quickest behind Irishman; Sy holds 4th 


PENA: New car SY: Car set-up woes 


GUANGDONG—EVERYTHING FELL INTO 
place for the Philippines’ Dado Рећа Friday 
as he blazed through the Zhuhai intema- 
onal Circuit second quickest in his new 
Dallara 304 car in the last official practice 
тип of the Asian Formula Three series’ 
fourth round here. 

Peña negotiated the  43-klometer 
Zhuhai Circuit in 1 minute, 36.527 seconds, 
"which stood as the day's best until Irishman 
Ali Jackson of Aran Racing clipped it by two- 
tenths of a second in an extra lap. 

"1 feel confident,” said 


driver ot Team Gent 


, 18, lead 


in the series with 22 points, "I know its not 
going to be given to me ona silver platter. At 
the end of the day, you're going to have to 
work forit” 

"We got a pretty good chance," said team. 
Goddard principal Mark Goddard. "Dados 
been always in the pace or near the pace, so 
it’s going to be interesting" 

Sy, who swept the first three rounds in 
Batangas last month, came up with the 
fourth best time, behind Indon Moreno 
Soeprapto of Aran Racing. But like Peña, he 
was confident he could put it ай together in 


ace fot pole prnition a 


“We still couldn't find the best serup for 
the сап, unlike in Batangas when everything 
went right, said Sy 18, one of three 
Speedtech drivers, along with lady driver 
Gaby dela Merced and the comebacking 
Roland Hermoso, inthe field. 

Jackson, a newcomer in the series along 
with Briton Dillon Battistini, who submitted 
the fifth best time Friday, clocked 1:36.316. 

Soeprapto, taking over from Irishman 
John ОНага at Aran Racing, timed 
1:36.555, third best in the event backed by 
Yokohama and pidmypad. (Race enthusi- 


ae can Jog on to wwwasianf3 net and 


wwwmypad.net for race updates.) 
Battistini, who posted a pair of stunning 
runner-up finishes last month despite driv- 
ing at the Batangas Racing Circuit for the 
first time, clocked а fifth-best 1:37.285. 
“Thirteen drivers will contest pole position 
Saturday, among them Aran Racing's James 
Winslow of Britain, who struggled for the 
second straight day of practice runs, 
Winslow is running third in this year’s se- 
ries with 32 points a point off Battistini, 
"The field includes Macau's Chao Loumeng 
‘who is competing in the Promotions class for 
cars with chassis built in 2000 and older. 
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MIAMI guard Dwyane Wade (middle) celebrates the Heat's performance in Game 4. 


Series down to a best-of-three 


MIAMI—THE MIAMI HEAT RODE A SPEC- 
tacular 36-point performance by guard 
Dwyane Wade to crush the Dallas Maver- 
icks 98-74 and level the NBA Finals at 2-2 
on Thursday. 

With Miami leading 59-50 early in the third 
quarter, Wade scored eight points and Shaquille 
O'Neal’ added five during a 13-2 streak that 
stretched the lead to 72-52. 

Dallas’ last chance came during an 11-2 run 
that extended into the final quarter and cut the 
lead to 80-70, but Miami went on a 16-2 spurt 
that took the score to 94-72 with just over three 
minutes to play. 

"t was a big game for us today” Heat coach 
Pat Riley, whose team held high-scoring Dallas to 
just seven points in the final period, told re- 
porters. 

"у think once you start to see the possibili- 
ties—we're both at 14 wins (in the playoffs), 
мете both two wins away—it becomes as much 
willas itis execution.” 

Wade, who scored 42 points in Game Three, 
hit 13 of 23 shots and eight of nine free throws. 
‘The 6-foot-4, 210-pound guard has been unstop- 
pable in the series, averaging 32.3 points. 


“Ks a series now" said Wade. "Ies 22, the way 
we knew it was going to be if we came out and 
played the way the Miami Heat can play. A lot of 
people have been doubting us and we thrive off 
that. We've been doubted all year. Now, its best- 
of-three. Looking hard to the next game. 

"The best-of seven contest resumes on Sunday 
in Miami before shifting to Dallas for Game Six 
оп Tuesday and, if necessary, Game Seven. 

O'Neal had his most productive game of the 
series, scoring 17 points and grabbing 13 re- 
bounds as Miami outscored the Mavericks under- 
neath 42-26. 

“We пу to keep them off the paint,” O'Neal 
said. “They are a very, very dangerous team. You 
really can't give them both. 

"They really missed а lot of shots and they are 
probably going to come really, really hard on 
‘Sunday. We have to be prepared.” 

Jason Terry contributed 17 points and Dirk 
Nowitzki and Jerry Stackhouse 16 each for Dal- 
Jas, who shot just 31.6 percent for the game. 

‘Nowitzki misfired all night, hitting only two of. 
14 shots. The Mavericks entered the game shoot. 
ing 38 percent from beyond the are but hit only 


three of 22 Thursday. 


ENGLAND'S lanky striker Peter Crouch jumps above Trinidad and 


Tobago's Brent Sancho to head in a goal. 


GAME 1 Dallas - 90 


Miami - 80 
Dallas - 99 
Miami - 85 
98 
96 


GAME 2 
GAME 3 Miami 
Dallas 


Miami 
Dallas 


GAME 4 


England, Ecuador, Germany gain 2nd round 


[BERLIN—ENGLAND AND ECUADOR ADVANCED 
to the second round of the World Cup with wins 
Thursday and host Germany was dragged into the 
neat phase along with them. 

Ecuador beat Costa Rica, 3-0, in Hamburg, and 
the win was enough to send the South Americans 
into the knockout round along with Germany. 
Тһеу play for first place in Group A on Tuesday. 

‘The hosts also qualified with Ecuador's win. 
Costa Rica and Poland have been eliminated. 

England, which used Wayne Rooney as a sec- 
ond-half substitute, advanced after late goals from 
Peter Crouch and Steven Gerrard gave the 1966 
Word Cup champion a 2-0 win over Trinidad and 
‘Tobago in Group B. 

Later Thursday, Sweden got an 89th-minute 
goal from Fredrik Ljungberg to nip Paraguay 1-0. 

Crouch headed in a cross by David Beckham in 
the 83rd minute, and Gerrard added another in 
injury time to give England its second straight win 
atthe toumament. 

England controlled play for most of the game 
in Nuremberg, but missed countless good 
chances, raising Tiinidad's hopes of a second 


straight 0-0 draw in йз first World Cup. 

“Tr wouid be fair to say that you haven't seen the 
best of us yet, but we put ourselves in a good роз. 
tion. We know we can play better” Beckham said. 

Rooney, who broke his right foot on April 29, 
came on asa substicure in the 58 minute. He re- 
placed Michael Owen. 

Rooney was cleared to play earlier in the day by 
independent British doctors. He has been training 
with the England squad since June 5. 

Beckham took his time and found Crouch in 
front of the Trinidad net late in the second half. 
‘Crouch leapt over Brett Sancho and headed the 
ball past Shaka Hislop for England's first second- 
half goal in a World Cup since 1998. 

‘The English had gone eight games without a 
second-half World Cup goal since Owen scored 
against Romania in 1998. 

"England got so much position on the ball" 
said Trinidad striker Dwight Yorke. AP 

© WORLD CUP ON SPORTSPLUS 

T2am—Engond vs. Triad & Tobago (replay tomorow 
4pm) 

1 pm—Swedens, Paguay 


Of witch doctors and wizards 


HANOVER—ANGOLA'S COACH ON THURSDAY 
hit out at a Portuguese media report which said 
the team had brought a witch doctor to the World. 
Cup. Luls Oliveira Goncalves rejected the report 
and accused broadcaster АТР of showing disre- 
spect to his team. "I want to make a statement 
because RTP is saying we brought a witch doc- 
tor with us о the World Cup,” Goncalves said. 


‘Angola made their World Cup finals debut last. 
week against Portugal and were not disgraced In 
losing 1-0. Mexico's grand wizard carries out two 
rituals a day tor the country's World Cup team, 
invoking "Holy Death” in front of a plastic skele- 
ton to protect them and bring them luck. He has 
‘predicted that Mexico wili reach the last eight and 
Germany wil beat Brazii in the final. АР 


English helpless. 
without Rooney 


NUREMBERG, GERMANY—ENGLAND WITH 
out Wayne Rooney is like a car without an eng 
gine. Going nowhere. 

Finally back from a broken foot, Rooney 
played the last 32 minutes of England's 2-0 World 
Cup victory over Trinidad and Tobago on Thurs 
day. He didn't score or make any contribution to 
the late goals by Peter Crouch and Steven бегі, 
rard that guaranteed England a place in the sec} 
ond round. 

He didnt need to. 

Rooney first World Cup appearance lifted the, 
confidence of the players and transformed En 
land from a team of fumblers to a dangerous side: 

When he did enter the game, there was always 
danger when England attacked, He used his 
speed to chase through balls and ran at defendi, 
es, always threatening to shoot. While Trinidad]. 
surrounded him with three markers, that left fag” 
more room for his teammates to set up chances. Y 

Without Rooney England looks clueless. th 

Rooney has the ability to get the best out of thé 
other talented players on the England team, 
When he's not there, these experienced players) 
who have been together for at least two years, ac 
likea team of total strangers. é 

"While Rooney sat on the bench, he joined the) 
30,000 or so frustrated England fans wondering], 
how their team was struggling against one of the" 
complete outsiders in the 32am competition. АВ 
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Steady 69 puts Montgomerie 
in midst of US Open spotlight 


MAMARONECK, NEW YORK—WHEN HE 

1 walked off the course at Winged Foot with 
the lead in the US Open, Colin Montgo- 
merie knew he couldn’t hide anymore. 

All those people who spent the past week talk- 
ing to Phil Mickelson and Tiger Woods now want- 
ed to speak to a player who had gone nine years 
since last standing atop the leaderboard at the US 
Open. 


‘Soon after signing a card which included four 
birdies in a 1-under 69 on Thursday, Montgomerie 
‘was asked if he minded Mickelson and Woods get- 
ting ай the attention before the tournament. 

“Tm not insulted at ай. Phils won the last two 
‘majors, so you can't not alk about that and Tiger,” 
‘Montgomerie said. “It took the pressure off. When 
T used to come here in the 905 for this touma- 
ment, yes, you were talking about me more. So if 
you don’t mind, её not talk about me anymore. 
Ignore this whole conversation, and Ml star again 
tomorrow” 

‘Montgomerie can only hope Friday goes as 
‘well as Thursday, when he bounced back after bo- 


geying two of the first three holes. By making 
three birdies and seven pars over the final 10 
holes, the best player never to win а major ap- 
peared very capable of ending that drought. 

He goes into the second round one stroke 
ahead of Mickelson and seven ahead of Woods. 

Playing for the first time since his father died, 
Woods ended a nine-week layoff with bogeys оп 
his first three holes that sent him to his highest 
start ever in the US Open. He had to play the final 
six holes 1 under parto escape with a 6-over 76. 

Masters champion Mickelson got off to а solid 
startin his bid for a third straight major, making a 
pair of 30-foot birdie putts and a bunch of short 
ones for par that proved equally important. He 
‘wound up at even-par 70, along with Jim Furyk, 
David Howell, Miguel Angel Jimenez and Steve 
Stricker 

Vijay Singh, coming off his first victory of the 
season last week at Westchester, had a steady 
round of 71 to join former Masters champion 
Mike Weir, John Cook and Fred Funk, who cele- 
brated his Sth birthday on Wednesday АР 


Lady Stags battle Lady Archers anew 
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SAN SEBASTIAN RETURNS FOR 
some unfinished business against 
1а Salle even as Far Eastern tries 
to keep its title bid going in the 
second round of the Shakey's V- 
League semifinals at the Blue Ea- 
gle Gym. 

The Lady Stags, who boast 
high-scoring import Thai Jaroen- 
sri Bualee, hope to finally pin а 
first loss on the Lady Archers after 
coming so close to achieving the 


feat in their last meeting, 

“We know we can beat them 
(La Salle), irs just a matter of 
conditioning our minds," said 
San Sebastian mentor Roger 
Gorayeb, whose team led La Salle 
in the early going last June 2 only 
to sputter down the stretch. That 
25-21, 25-23, 9-25,21-25, 5-15 
loss plus the fact that La Salle isin, 
the finals may work in the Lady 
Stags favor in their 2 p.m. tussle, 
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BULLOCK AND REEVES. Scorching screen chemistry. 


By Rito P Asilo 


“The Lake House” 
D: Alejandro Agresti 
S: Keanu Reeves, Sandra Bullock 


WELVE YEARS AFTER 
their  career-defining 


team-upin “Speed,” Keanu 
Reeves and Sandra Bullock are 
back in each other’s arms for Hol- 
lywood's glossy but disjointed 
adaptation 
of Hyun Se- 
ung Lee’s to 
moving Ko- 


Alejandro 
Agresti's mysti- 
cal romance re- 
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Keanu, Sandra test fate, love 


pace occasionally trudges—and confuses: 
lt doesn't even attempt to explain the 
strange things that happen between the 
two protagonists. But, it nevertheless 
works on the strength of Reeves and Bul- 
lock's scorching chemistry, which ignites 
sparks on the big screen. 

The stories of “Il Mare” and Johnny To's 
"Sky of Love” (starring "Meteor Garden's" Ken 
Zhu) may be better handled, but in Sandra 
and Keanu's earnest performances (they 
smartly avoid schmaltzy histrionics), you'll 
believe that love knows no time—and ignore 


[їп tearjerker 


the story's contrivances. 

Kate—as does the movie—poses a 
valid question: “What if you wait for 
your special someone your whole life, 
and later learn that no one is really wait- 
ing for you?” 

But, true love is worth taking chances 
for. Sometimes, you don't know why things 
work out, they just dol 

If you're a hopeless romantic who be- 
lieves in destiny and the power of 
prayer, don't be surprised if “The Lake 
House” sweeps you off your feet. 


AL 


Tees 
bE NN GEC E. 


volves around MAT AYALA 


Alex (Reeves), 
a restless archi- 
tect, and Kate 
(Bullock), а 
lonely doctor, 
who exchange 
letters through 
a magical mail- 
box while liv- 
ing two years 
apart—he's in 
2004, she's in 
2006—in a pic- 
turesque house 
by the lake. 
The film's 
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AT THE CINEMAS 


JEX 


By Andy Bais 


IN HIGH SCHOOL, 
Mitch Valdes was the 
“resident entertainer” 
who entertained her 
classmates during re- 
cess. “But, 1 didn’t 
know I had a sense of 
humor 1 thought it 
came naturally be- 
cause, in my family, 
cracking jokes was a way of life, 
When Mitch ventured into the 
movies, she thought it was an op- 
portunity to tackle serious roles 
a change. To her dismay, she was 
sill given comic roles in films! 
“Ayokong nabababad sa isang medi- 
um at style. Gusto ko, smorgasbord. 
Pero dito sa atin, kapag smorgas- 
bord, hindi ka yayaman” she 
laughs. But, she's glad that people 
‘eventually accepted her as a singer. 


Styles 

When asked to describe her 
comedic style, she explains: "I just 
want to be myself onstage—no 
mask or camouflage. My humor 
doesn't come from a written char- 
acter, but from personal experi- 
ences. Minsan, comedy doesn't 
have a punchline—its the situation 
that makes it funny!” 

Mitch performs her lounge acts 
without a full script. She lists down 
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topics she can ex- 
pound on. “You don't. 
know what's going to 
work until opening 
night because, there 
are no rehearsals. It 
drives me crazy, but it 
works,” she confides, 

However, фе 
shows musical num- 
bers are a different 
matter. She says, “I 
hire only the best musicians and 
singers. Para kang nanonood ng 
play—ako nga lang ang singer 
dancer at taga-kuwento. At ang 
script, tungkol sa buhay ko.” 


Integrity 

For Mitch, humor carries a de- 
gree of responsibility She doesn't 
take it lightly. She believes that “a 
comedic gift has to be treated 
with integrity. I keep the dignity 
of the comedian, not the clown.” 

Her latest show, "Been Der, Bin 
Dat," which goes onstage all Fridays 
ofthis month at the Mandarin Оп- 
ental’s Captain's Bar, consists of 
Mitch's observations а a performer 
on TV and in films. 

Mitch discusses personal is- 
sues—including her love life. She 
admits putting “a lot of heart and 
soul into the show. You will leave 
the theater thinking you know me 
very well!” 
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By Nestor U. Torre 


WE CONGRATULATE 
Sharon Cuneta for re- 
suming her educa 
tion. She's been talk- 
ing about doing it for 
years, so їз great 
that she's finally go- 
ing to school AGUSTIN. Has 
again—even if its opted todo the right 
“only" onhomestudy, thing. 
е” mode. 

Factis, the home study aspect of Sharon's ed- 
ucation makes it even more interesting and in- 
structive, because it shows other people that 
there are many options now available to them if 

hey have special requirements or schedules. 


Personal reasons 

Sharon may have resumed her studies for 
personal reasons, but her Megastar status has. 
focused the media spotlight on it, and this has 
enabled her to set a good example for many 
people to resume their own interrupted stud- 
ies. Good for you, Sharon! 

‘Also worthy of commendation is Marvin 
Agustin's loyalty to and honesty about his 
carcerated father, who was recently released 
from prison after many years. 

Instead. of sweeping the family "scandal" 
under the rug, as some celebrities have, Mar- 
vin has been forthright in informing the public 
about his father’s situation through the years. 


Chronically insecure 

This isn't easy to do, because show biz peo- 
ple are chronically insecure about sustaining 
their careers’ upward trajectory, which can be 
easily compromised by the merest whiff of 
personal scandal. 

But, Marvin has opted to do the right thing in 
standing up for his father, and the public has ap- 
preciated his honesty and loyalty. Thus, it has 
supported his career through thick and thin, and 
he remains a popular young star to this day. 

‘We trust that Marvin's good example has 
taught others to be similarly forthright about 
their problems or difficult situations in life. 

8 з ү i т 
Celebrity 100$ 
to die fon 
Hr 
By Behn Cervantes up X 

WHEN YOU. THINK 

of beautiful legs, 

Marlene Dietrich im- 

mediately comes to 

mind. The German 

sex siren displayed 

her perfectly-shaped 

legs in "The Blue An- GRABLE. Popularly 

“Bathing Beauty.” 

Musicals 

Betty Grable danced in Hollywood musicals 
that showed off her well-publicized pair of legs. 
‘However, she is best remembered as the entic- 
ing “Bathing Beauty" from her famous poster 
shoot. Her legs were so beautiful they were re- 
portedly insured for a hefty million bucks. For 
this reason, Grable's assets were often referred 
to as the “million-dollar legs.” 

Also known for her shapely legs was Апп 
Miller, one of Hollywood's best tap dancers. 
Her legs were even shapelier than Grable's. 

However, the most memorable pair of legs 
really belonged to the silver screen's classiest 
dancer, Cyd Charisse. Her long legs were the 
envy of women everywhere. 

In the early '60s, Angie Dickinson was touted 
to have perfect legs. The tall blonde is remem- 
bered for her appearances in films like “Rio Bra- 


Male counterparts 

However, these beauties had male counter- 
parts in Tinseltown. Fred Astaire was known 
as Daddy Long Legs. In "The Pirate,” Gene Kel- 
ly wore tights that displayed his muscular legs. 

Even macho stars were noted for their legs. 
Burt Lancaster, a former acrobat, showed off a 
shapely pair in “From Here to Eternity” when 
he figured ina torrid love scene on a beach with 
Deborah Kerr. For his part, Tony Curtis proudly 
displayed his legs in his early costume flicks. 

Even the greatest actor of the 20th century, 
Sir Laurence Olivier, wore tights in "Hamlet," 
Like Hollywood's glamorous vixens, Sir Lau- 
rence believed that, if you've got them, you 
gotta show them! 
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Fatherhood becomes Jul 


By Tintin Bersola Babao 


WHEN 1 PRAYED FOR A PART 
ner in life, 1 didn’t just ask for someone 
who would love, respect and honor me 
as his wife. I wanted a man who would 
be an ideal father to my children. But, 
God gave me more than 1 expected in the 
person of Julius Babao. 

But, who is Julius up close? Is he really 
as serious as the news anchor we see on 
the small screen? 


Approachable 

He is a funny, down-to-earth guy who 
cracks jokes and tells funny stories. He is 
most amusing when he mimics famous ac- 
tors and politicians. And he is approach- 
able: Wala siyang pinipiling tao. Yet, he has 
an uncanny ability to distinguish kung sino 
ang manloloko at kung sino ang hindi. 

People are always surprised when 
they see my husband in person: “Ay, ang 
guwapo mo pala!” “Маз payat ka pala at 
matangkad!” Julius has gotten used to 
hearing these remarks, so he just smiles. 

Looking mature on TV is, in fact, a plus 
factor when one is a male news an- 


chor—some people believe it enhances 
credibility. 

But, beyond his physical attributes, 
Julius’ true assets lie in his strength of 
character. 

Once, we almost figured in a vehicular. 
accident when the car in front of us sudden- 
ly stopped. But, Julius kept his cool, and 
was even more concerned about the car's 
driver who tumed out to be an old 
man—with his grandchildren seated in the 
automobiles back seat! Unknown to талу, 
тау husband is cool and composed. 


Test of character 

But, the true test of character came last 
year when Julius was wrongly accused by 
no less than the president of our country of 
coddling a suspected terrorist. The situation. 
became a make-or-break tral for him, and 
could have ruined his broadcast journalism 
career. But his conscience was clean. In- 
stead of becoming confrontational about it, 
he humbled himself, took a leave of absence 
while ABS-CBN was investigating the inci- 
dent, and kept a low profile. 

Jt was during those darkest hours that 
Julius’ true mettle shone through. In our 


private moments, he worried deeply 
about the welfare of his family. He didn't 
worry so much about people judging him 
unfairly, but he was concerned about los- 
ing me and our daughter Antonia. 

Those dark moments brought us clos- 
er as a family, and our spiritual life grew 
even deeper. 

In the end, truth and justice prevailed, 
and Julius’ name was cleared. God was 
on our side. 


Loving and playful. 

How is Julius as a father? He is a lov- 
ing and playful dad. His parenting skills 
are instinctive. Antonia beams with de- 
light each time her daddy comes home, 
because she knows what's com- 
ing—playtime—from habulan and hide- 
and-seek to lift-me-dad games. 

He is also a conservative father: 
When he sees scantily-clad teenagers 
in malls, he remarks: "Paglaki ni Anto- 
nia, hindi puwede ang ganyan kaikling 
miniskirt!” Oh, 1 can imagine how 
stricta father he'll bel 

Like other doting dads, he's thrilled to 
see his daughter's pictures in the papers, 


on TY, print ads and billboards. He is 
pleased to have his "mini-me" in Anto- 
nia. 


Investigative program 

Career-wise, Julius’ hands are full: He 
anchors “Magandang Umaga, Pilipinas” 
daily, does reportorial work, co-anchors 
“TV Patrol” every night, writes for a 
tabloid, co-anchors “Magaridang Morn- 
ing with Julius and Tintin" on dzMM, co- 
hosts the top rating investigative pro- 
gram, "XXX,"—ete! 

Yet he finds time for our home and 
family life: He plays with our daughter, 
watches DVDs with me, supervises our 
home's carpentry and plumbing needs, 
and even buys the plants for our house 


THE 
BABAOS. 
Primary 
focus on 


hold. Julius is the man of the house! 


Date nights 

Saturday nights are date nights for the 
two of us—we watch a movie, shop and 
dine out. Sundays are reserved for the 
family—we take Antonia to attend class- 
esorplay at Gymboree. 

So, how do I describe my husband? He is 
inherently a good man: He doesn't have a 
vice—doesn't smoke, drink, gamble, or 
womanize. His only "vice" is his profession. 

T know 1 am guilty of putting my hus- 
band on a pedestal. But, why not? After 
all, despite his share of weaknesses and 
imperfections, daddy Julius has earned 
my love, respect and admiration. 

Happy Father's Day, Julius! 


MUHLACH with his four-year-old twins, Andres and Atasha. 


Aga Mublacb, 
Ulirang Ama’ 


АТ 9 AM. TOMORROW, AGA program that traces the lives of 
Muhlach will receive the 2006 25 babies born at the start of 
Ulirang Ama award from the Na- the millennium. 

tional Mother's Day „ The season 
and Fathers Day ° premiere is at 
Foundation. The {, MONTAGE JL. on 
awards’ executive “ 
committee is led by Honorary 
Chairman Secretary Angelo 
Reyes. Dr. Rodolfo 1. Talag is the 
awards committee chairperson, 
and Baby O'Brien is director for 
special projects. 

*1 thank my children for this 
rare honor,” Aga enthuses. He is 
father to twins, Atasha and An- 
dres, by Charlene Gonzeles-Bon- 
nin, and an older son, Angelo Lui- 
gi, by Janice de Belen. 


‘Child of Our Time 2005’ 
This month, the Hallmark 
Channel treats viewers to the 
continuing stories of "Child of 
Our Tine 2005,” a fascinating 


June 18, with an 
encore telecast at 3:15 p.m. on 
June 19. 

‘The kids are now five-year- 
olds and have started school. 
In the following four episodes, 
Prof. Robert Winston asks sig- 
nificant questions about the 
children’s development: 
whether class, skin color, gen- 
der and nationality are already 
shaping our young children's 
sense of who they are and 
what they expect from life 

He also examines the extent 
to which the first five years of 
life impact on school careers, 
perception of a fathers role, 
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By Rito P Asilo standing woman—man’s sup- 
posed better half—had to hurdle 
more than just psychological 
musings about destiny and her 
place in society throughout histo- 
ту. But, times have changed. 

And Kooky Tuason's gutsy, pas- 
sionately provocative al- 
bums—the sizzlingly intimate 


“Romancing Venus” and its more 
topical, more cerebral sequel, 
“Romancing Venus 2"—try to 
seize the fairer sex’s perspective 
in a combustible if capricious fu- 

sion of spoken words and mus 
The first volume, for instance, 
features KC Concepcion in her 
FEMALE/A3-4 


IN HIS POEM, “INVICTUS,” WILLIAM ERNEST 
Henley succinctly captures man's unflinching re- 
solve to embrace his destiny: “I am the master of 
my fate; Fam the captain of my soul." 


Gender equality 


Inh - 
inher quest for gender equality and under: CONCEPCION, Sassy. 
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how youths use their leisure time, and how 
many hours they spend watching TV. 

Episode 12, "Identity Crisis," features a 
troubling year for the children as they strug- 
gle to come to terms with their identity, piec- 
ing together what it means to be a boy or girl, 
black or white, rich or poor. 


‘Scary Movie 4' 

The hit comedy film, "Scary Movie 4, " will 
hold its invitational Philippine premiere on 
June 20 at SM Megamall. No blockbuster 
movie or pop culture icon is safe from the 
movie's zany spools. 

In “Scary Movie 4,” the ever-naive Cindy 
Campbell (Anna Faris) finds work in a creepy 
old house that turns out to be full of ghosts 
and aliens. As she tries to save the world from 
destruction, Cindy encounters horrific plane 

crashes, bodacious 
blind girs, village id- 
iots, disheveled rap- 
pers, kinky contrap- 


HOPE THAT IS GENUINE AND 
STIRRING.” 


eny.” 


Celebrate Father’s Day. 
“Araneta Center 


Shop For Him 
Gateway * Ali Mall + Farmers Plaza | 


у 
Father's 


June18 


Day 


Buy 


For uchet inquiries, please call TicketNet a 


“A CAPTIVATING MOVIE THAT 
MAKES YOU SMILE, LAUGH AND 


7...IT WILL ENTIRELY TOUCH 
YOUR HEART AND SOUL." 


Andre Wie Daly TRIBUNE 


THE ULTIMATE MESSAGE OF 


Treat Him To Dinner 
Over 300 food outlets around the Center 


Take Him To 
A Concert Or The Movies 


Engelbert Humperdinck on June 27 at the Araneta Coliseum 
Superman Returns” tickets in advance at Gateway Cineplex 10 


555! 
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GARFIELD 


AMERICAN HAUNTING 


THE LAKE HOUSE 


OMEN 666 


alien sphinc- 
ter—and even 


ET 
ALANDY AND DA 


ROSSI. Topbill Gil 
Portes’ latest drama, 


‘Barcelona’ 

“Barcelona,” ће 
story of a mysterious 
woman and how she 
touches the lives of 
Filipinos in the capi- 
tal city of Cataluña, 
Spain, recently 
wrapped up principal 
photography. бй 
Portes’ film topbills 
Alessandra da Rossi, 
Luis Alandy, Alan 
Paule, Tina Paner 
and Robert Arevalo. 

The film captures 
landmarks like Anto- 
nio Gaudis Sagrada 
Familia and Parc 
Guell, La Ramba (lé 
scribed by Somerset 
Maugham as "the 
most beautiful street. 
in the мо), 
Barcelona cathedral 
and the so-called Fil- 
ipino church of San 
Agustin, the monu- 
ment to Christopher 
Columbus, Our Lady 
of Montserrat (а 
Marian shrine), and 
the Benedictine 
Abbey, where La 
Moreneta — (Black 
Madonna) is en- 
shrined. 


MCO Arts 
Festival 

The Manila Cham- 
ber Orchestra Foun- 
dation opens its МСО 
Ars Festival with a 
piano concert cele- 
brating Mozarts 
250th anniversary on 
July 7 at the Francis- 
co Santiago Hall 
Featured artis is Aris 
Caces, a Filipino pi- 
anist based in Vien- 
na, Call 897-4359. 


Movies on TV 

On HBO, June 17 
at 9 am., "Real Ge- 
nius" June 18 at 9 
p.m., "The Terminal.” 
June 19 at 9:45 a. 
“Pink Cadillac." 
p.m., “Harry Potter 
and the Prisoner of 
Azkaban.” 9 pm, 
“Lorenzo's Oil.” June 
20 at 10:15 ат, 
“The Goodbye Girl.” 
June 21 at 6:30 a.m., 
“Ned Kelly" June 22 
at 1:30 pm., "Dirty 
War" 5 рал, “All the 
President's ^ Men.” 
June 23 at noon, 
“The Bourne 
Supremacy.” 

Оп Cinemax, June 
17 at 745 am, 
“American Gigolo.” 


GARFIELD 2 
THE LAKE HOUSE 


June 18 at 3:05 ал 
“Prom Here to Etemi- 
ty" June 19 at 8 pm, 
“Lone Stax” June 20 at 
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am, "Philadel- 

" June 21 at 2:40 
pan, “Guarding Tess.” 
4:10 p.m, "The World 
of Suzie Wong,” June 
22 at 1:35 pm; "The 
Appaloosa.” June 23 
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at 8 a.m, "That Touch 
of Mink. 
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Touch of camp 


By Noelani Torre 


ITS AN INNOCUOUS ENOUGH SCENE: A 
woman spraying a hanging plant, hardly a 
sight to strike terror in your heart. Except for 
the fact that she just happens to be standing 
оп top of a table near the edge of a balcony, 
and her son—who, by the way, is evil incar- 
nate—just happens to be wheeling around on 
a little red tricycle nearby. 

Boy and tricycle crash into the table, mommy 
falls, and the entire sequence becomes one of the 
classic scenes in the history of horror movies. 


Original 

1а fact, even if you haven't seen the original 
movie—1976's “The Omen’—you'll no doubt 
find the evil little boy and his tricycle familiar, 
as you would other pop-culture horror icons 
like Jason and Chuckie. 

‘Aside from this son-ofthe-devil charac- 
tet—who's literally the Antichrist—this movie 
is also responsible for bringing the triple “6” 
into popular consciousness, and spawned а 
number of B-movie sequels. 

Though it has a different director (John 
Moore) and a different cast, the writer (David 
Seltzer) remains the same. 

‘The story doesn’t change. Liev Schreiber is 
the pedigreed Robert Thom, an American 
diplomat in Rome, whose wife Kate Julia 
Stiles) gives birth to a stillborn child. A priest in 
the hospital urges him to adopt an orphaned 
newborn as a substitute and, without telling his 
‘Wife, he does so. 


The Thorns raise Damien (the alternately 
angelic and sinister Seamus Davey Fitz- 
patrick) in England, and they slowly realize 
that their child isn’t quite normal. 

There's nothing wrong with the story—it 
was а good yam 30 years ago, and it still is 
now—but, modernizing updates aside, every- 
body speaks practically the same lines. The 
changes made are too slight to be compelling. 


Fine performances 

chreiber, Stiles, and the British actors 
(Postlethwaite, Thewlis and Michael Gam- 
bon) deliver fine performances, but you won- 
der what drove them to accept this movie. 
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FITZPATRICK. Alternately angelic and. 
sinister. 

Ifthere's anything original in the 2006 ver- 
sion, it's the casting of Mia Farrow (you know, 
Rosemary in “Rosemary's Baby”) as the nan- 
ny/spostate from hell. She gives “The Omen” 


FRENCH FILM 
FESTIVAL, 


Marce oP 
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AKE HOUSE 
2 #0, 300, 5 20, 7:40, 1000 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 


Catch the Fronch Film Festival 2006 al the Shang Cineplex 
from June 9-18! Celebrate French Spring as you enjoy. 


that touch of camp that it sorely needs. 


M FAST & FURIOUS 3 
1 120,335, 610,835, 11:00 
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3 1750, 2:30, 5:10, 7:50, 18:30 


e 
LAKE HOUSE 
142,521 EA 1138 
CA 


a selection of critically acclaimed tims. Le СЕзашуө (12nn). 
New France (2:40 pm), Perfume of Lady in Black (6:20 pm) 
‘and Me and My Sister (10 pm) atthe Cinema 4 

Tickets are mt PSU! person. 
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Perfection 


WHEN WE EMBARK 
on an activity, we 
want to excel at it. 
Reason: It's natural 
to seek perfection. 
This is best fulfilled 
when we establish а 
loving relationship 
with the Supreme Be- 
ing. 

‘We suffer from 
fear and loneliness, 
and from lack of 
love, security and 
peace. To be truly 
happy, we need this 
special relation: 
as we bathe in God's 
love. In this cond 
tion, there is no fear 
or loneliness, only 
perfect shelter. 


Rituals 

For some, spiritual 
perfection means rig- 
orously practicing re- 
ligious ceremonies 
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IT HAPPENED IN 1818 
NOW IT'S HAPPENING AGAIN 


AN AMFRICAN 


HATINTING 


THE BELI. WITCH STORY 


and rituals. In their 
estimation, еу 
think chis is achieved 
by saying prayers, 
donating more mon- 
ey or memorizing 
scriptural ^ quotes. 
They think perfection 
is synonymous with 
being sinless and er- 
ror-free. 

But, а person does 
not need to be a per- 
fect preacher, parent, 
spouse, businessman 
ог worker to love 
God. Spiritual perfec- 
tion’ means having 
complete faith: "In 
spite of my imperfec- 
tions, God loves me 
unconditionally, He 
understands me de- 
spite my shortcom- 
ings. He knows I am 
sinful, yet He loves 
me just the same.” 


Weaknesses 

People often 
spend time running 
away from God to 
hide their weakness- 
es. This attitude is 
caused by lack of 
faith and trust in 
God. There's по 
need to hide our im- 
perfections—the act 
itself is futile and 
pointless. 

We simply need to 
do our best to serve 
the Supreme Being 
and humbly offer this 
devotion to Him. It is 
our love that attaches 
us to the Supreme 
Person, Our love for 
the Almighty makes 
our lives truly per- 
fect. 


RETURNS 
JUNE 28, 2006 


OPENS JUNE 21 


BASED ON DAN BURNSTEIN’S 
NO. 1 NEW YORK TIMES 
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- SATURDAY Special 
Special forum 


ation of the Philippines’ Fran- 

со G.V del Rosario, announces 
a dinner-forum for CEOs and busi- 
ness leaders that will feature Dr. Rick 
Warren, author of the best-selling 
book, “The Purpose-Driven Life,” on 


T= MANAGEMENT ASSOCI- 


July 25, 6 p.m. at the Makati 
Shangri-La. 


Leaders 

According to Franco, Warren wants to 
reach out to leaders of the local business com- 
munity, who play a key role in national trans- 
formation. MAP will host Warren's special fo- 
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Keanu Reeves 
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WARREN. Author of “The Purpose-Driven 
Life.” 


rum on “Stewardship of Influence and Affiu- 
ence.” 

Del Rosario believes that Dr. Warren's talk 
will greatly influence participants to make a 
difference in their respective fields. 

‘Warren's wife, Kay, will talk about “Sup- 
porting a Spouse of Influence” on July 24 at 
noon at the Hotel Intercontinental Manila. 

Her books include “Private Lives of Public 
People” and "Defusing Conflict in Relation- 
ships.” 

Call 7511147 to 
mapsec@globenet.com.ph. 

E-mail mandynavasero@yahoo.com.ph, or 
call 899-1767. 


Female . . . sompaa 


sassiest show biz foray yet, in a medi- 
um—recording—where her megastar-mom 
reigns supreme. In the sensual “Roses,” she 
limpidly delivers a laconic line ("The roses in 
your tongue passed through my lung...”) that 
reminds you of Madonna's ‘Justify My Love." 
With a multi-genre musical tapestry setting 
the mood for each woman's “confession,” the. 
album's sizzling cuts string Tuason's prose 
and poetry in terse, fluid verses that showcase. 
female celebrities in a different light: A sultry 
ита Calzado talks about "Eye Contact," Cindy 
Kurleto warns against "wolves" in sheep's 
clothing, Angel Aquino reeks of earthiness in. 
“Your Lips in Mine 2,” and “Hollywood 
Dreams" big winner, Julia Clarete, sparks up 
a fiery, Bjori-like rendition of “Eve.” 
“Romancing Venus 2,” on the other 
hand, attempts to explore more relevant is- 
sues: "Pinoy Big Brother's” Mich Dulce de- 
livers “Chew” with turgid tenacity ("Ta 
ing the strange drip- 
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‘Avaliable at райе ровер stores: Kodak Express, SM Department Stores, Kemarsnorid, E'G 


EasyShare C663 


* 6.1 MP lor prints up to 20" x 30° 
+ SX optical zoom. 

+ 2.5" indoor/outdoor color display 
* Continuous VGA video with audio 
* Comes with free battery charger 


P19,995** 


Kodak 


P8,995 


EasyShare C530 


* 5.0 MP tor ponts up to 20° x 30° 
* $x digital zoom. š 

= 1.6" indoor/outdoor display 

* Continuous QVGA video 


Kodak 
EasyShare C643 


Only P 14,99 


Kodak 
EasyShare C533 


5.0 MP for prints up to 
Эх optical, 5x digital 20: 


‘= 1.8" indoor/outdoor display 


* Continuous VGA video 


P12,995* 


ping of your leaving 
so soon, I chose to 
speak without a 
sound, trailing the 
same раф... chew- 
ing with more tissue 
and pain..."); zany 
comedienne Giselle 
Sanchez hams it up 
in“Burn"; 


Versatile 

Anabel Bosch 
sings a soul-stirring 
rendition of the 
noirish “Heart Beat” 
("Silence killed the 
heart of steel, frag- 
ile at the feel of a 
soul in disguise un- 
der the slice of pride 

True love is its 
only passage back to 
life); Karel Marquez 
shows off her Avril 
Lavigne pipes in 
“Ripples,” and the 
versatile Pinky 
Amador glides ef- 
fortlessly from spo- 
ken words to war- 
bling. 

Some curious 
tracks: Aimee Marcos 
discusses a destruc- 
tive relationship in 
"Dreams"; Margarita 
Holmes recites 
“Hands 1” while a 
sampling of Michael 
Franks’ "Lady Wants 
to Know’ is played in 
the background, and 
Loren Legarda awk- 
wardly narrates the 
stilted “Forces,” 
about the uphill 
struggles of the mod- 
ern woman. 


5* 


20" x 30" 
sre Best cuts 

The best cuts be- 
long to Beng Calma's 
“Bride” ("Do not save 
me from this plung- 
ing flight carried by 
your foresight"); 

Супа  Culig- 
Guico's "Deep Sleep, 
which combines ru- 
minative poetry and 
classical singing 


with audio 


EasyShare C33 


< 3.5" LCD 


P9,995 


island Photo Conte, Sion Valoy, Elciowo/d, Accont Micro, Camerahaus, 
Complink, Abenson, PC Live, Aulomalie Cantar, Vilman, Octagon, Asianic, Anson's, 
Эп Avenue, Avant, Ambassador, AV Suter, Glamac's Marketing Inc. 


FREE Camera Caso for C310, C530, C533, 0330, C643 and C663 


оч Intorost on В month and 12 month paymant schemes. 


* 4.0 MP tor prints up lo 20° x 30“ 
* Зх optical, 5x digital zoom 


* VGA video with audio 


("Your whispered lul- 
laby echoed beneath 
the formless shape of 
my being"), and 
"Song of Songs 3:1- 
4,” by Juddha Paolo, 
ironically the only 
guy in an exhilarat- 
ing bevy of wonder- 
ful women, who con- 
templates about the 
female genders 
thoughts and dreams 
that are found—and 
realized—in "о. 
mancing — Venus" 
Visit wwivenusinor- 
bit.com. 
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Gov't paid more dues, borrowed less in May 


Seros 1 Tight spending makes up for shortfall in tax collection, 


Sharesclosed By Michelle V. Remo May, the Bureau of Internal Rev- — WIMAT'S `- 


n lected P61.7 billion 
P 1.996 higher к 2 enue only col 
)psss- © pieta Б ЕЛег THE GOVERNMENT'S NET FINANCING STOOD ї tme The bureau wat sap- INSIDE 
Molsom. jne le296 _ dayciosed 191 percent at negative P24.968 billion in May showing that раа from the Department of | RP posts 
аз рае 16.205 — higher asinvestors chased — it paj igati i ing Finance showed that the govern- E 
peeled it paid more obligations than it borrowed during кешенше ыст, $3€M M BOP 4 
straight day, inspired by the period. 1 'shortfall /82-1 
ү 114.74 = L Ч P76.845 billion worth of Trea- 
Wa Stree aly and tne, The national government’ fi- ing the month, coupled with фе зшу bills and bonds during the 3 
government's improve mancing position last month was move of the Bureau of the Trea- month, while domestic issuance 
ofS pm. : 1 
—fsofS pm. june 16,2006 _ fiscal outlook, dealers said. а complete reversal of the шу to cancel several auctions of government securities only Pes о oa 
They said әз positive р51.96-Шоп net borrowings for Treasury bills and bonds be- reached P52.533 billion. 
GOLD:SS43051480 that, altera volate week, Guring the same period last year. cause of rising interest rates On the external side, the gov- for power 
LLL geamabpkegjeeisnms MMartathadrecovered The negative borrowings in Те underspending was emment only borrowed P4989 | sector” dev't 
{See stock market report on Page BS) Sroung lest on Мау was attributed to the gov. “meant to compensate for the billion, while it paid off P5.663 : 784 | 
emment’s underspending dur- shortfall in tax collection. In боутув 
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WE HAD TO GO THROUGH DOZENS TO FIND THE PERFECT ONE. 
SOME WOULD CALL IT OBSESSION. WE CALL IT PASSION. 


This includes the Swiss-inspired architecture, the cool, quiet, windy location and the exact kind of pine trees to surround you with fresh 
pine scent. This is how we do things at Brittany—everything must be perfect down to the smallest detail. 
And it's something that can be done only with passion. 


Discover the passion that goes into Crosswinds' latest mid-rise condominiums, the Grand тушн: 
Get a Property Preview. Call 850 2868 or 850 6986, or click www.brittany.com.ph 
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RP posts $36-М BOP shortfall — = 
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FINANCIAL 


By Doris C. Dumlao these bonds to help heavily in- BANKS 
January -May surplus of $1.81B aerea шше Ше the Pip 
FOR THE SECOND MONTH IN A F : е pines restructure their commer- 
fom te сошшу mered atas Stil higher than $1.64B in 2005 зка. 
ance of payments shortfall of $36 ‘The government decided to refi- 
million in May due to huge debt Amando Tetangco Jr. said. foreign exchange such as borrow- nance the Brady bonds with pro- 
repayment outflow, particularly With large surpluses built up in ing, exporting or inward remit- ceeds from domestic borrowings. 
for the government's Brady bond earlier months, however, Tetangco tance is a surplus item. Despite outflows from the Brady 
buyback, the Bangko Sentral ng said the January to May cumula- Taking advantage of the sharp bond buyback, however, the coun- 
Pilipinas said yesterday. tive surplus was still significant at peso appreciation inearlier months, пуз gross international reserves 
The BOP deficit in May—which $1.81 billion, higher than $1.64 the Philippine government replicat- surged to a record-high of $20.94 
coincided with the regional sell. billion in the same period last year. ей the debt management tack pur- billion as of end-May from $20.85 
down on emerging markets’ assets ‘The BOP measures the foreign sued by Latin American countries billion at end-April. 
that month—marked а exchange transactions between that had ‘bounced back from fiscal Since the start of the year, the 
turnaround from the $751 million the domestic economy and the woes, such as Brazil, Mexico and country's BOP has been support- 
surplus posted in the same period rest of the world. Its majorcompo- Colombia, by retiring $411 million ed by the national government's 
Jast year But last month's shortfall nents are the current account and or 53 percent ofits remaining Brady increased foreign exchange de- 
was lower than the April deficit of the capital and financial account. bonds last month. posits with BSP from its bond 
$277 million. ‘Any transaction that gives ise to Тһе Brady bonds were named sales and project loans, the BSP's 
"тһе May BOP (deficit) was a payment by a Philippine resident after Nicholas Brady, the Treasury own foreign exchange opera- 
халу due to debt payments, likeimportation or debt servicingis chief of the United States during tions, inflows from foreign pri- 
Particularly the redemption of а deficit item inthe BOB while any the term of President Ronald Rea. vate investments and overseas 
Hády bonds,” BSP Governor transaction thatresults in receipt of gan who proposed the issuance of Filipino workers remittances. 
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 MaNDATORY CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION | consumer loans down 


Sy raw Auotonun, 1? Foor, SHG Law Cente, 105 Paseo de Roxas, Makau Cty 


———— By Doris С. Dumlao The Р15.7 billion past due 
Eum зга credit card receivables represent- 
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ye О) Unis “A Survey of Supreme Court Decisions on Commercial Lam in 2005 ‘THE RATIO OF SOURED CREDIT ей 8.2 percent of the total non- 

Retains | pie Srereeed= Puta Mee card and auto loans to the total performing loans of universal, 
[кее G) Unis jack to Basics in Ethics exposure of banks in these sectors commercial and thrift banks dur- 
pisos | ышык Med ema сынын Went down in the first quarter of ing the quarter, which was beter 
фы. mA Facti Investors inthe Рыйруйе Кіну dusty WCLE-recabed | the year from year-ago level, the than the 8.4 percent in the previ- 
h sued Land and Economics) - Martyn А Melono-Aquno Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas re- ous quarter. This was at 6.2 per- 

Friday, July 14, 2006 E = ported yesterday. centa year ago. 

TE Get ea The banking system's past due Тһе proportion of credit card 
Ту Дрели credit card receivables eased to receivables to the combined total 
меб. гс заа 19.98 percent as a ratio of total loan portfolio was pared down to 
Moo AMOS MPM | (Legal Eines) -Ramon G Sono plastic receivables in the firstquar- 4.5 percent from 4.7 percent last 
Treo | бю», T Investments Li Philippines Cae ад 67 percent а year ago, quarter but was higher than 4 
ЕЕ ronson Bronce Tess ову беу as growth in lending outpaced the percenta year ago. 

Friday, July 21, 2006 E ee eke pit ‘due portion. "Tha bests на exposure 
oo ‘The rato of past due auto loans amounted to P62.3 billion in the 
30010 1200 AM Pleading Writing and Oral Advocacy - Carlos Roberto Lopez improved to 4.7 percent from 5.9 first quarter, 12. 6 percent higher 
Teoh ee am Rea andre eng НРА Сонин percent inthe same period, asnew than a year ago and also 1.8 per- 
Telit | Arbitration Atermtve Dispute Resduten) - Emmanuel M Lonbos. vehicle lending sharply increased cent more than a quarter ago. 
IE еч nr while bad auto loans dropped. In the meantime, past due auto 
Friday, July 28, 2006 өл - ‘The BSP reported that credit loans fell to P2.92 billion during 
[a ee peer - card receivables expanded by 13.77 the period from P3.2 billion a 
Fou t Unis. Trial and Pre-Trial Skill in Criminal and Maritime Cases percent to P78.8 billion versus the year ago. 

Sage | (Tmi a Pro teal омос Ongo Damage Caio First quarter of 2005, dwarfing the ^ The quarter's past due auto 
Teens [Айшен Tade зварені Ppa RRE | 491 percent increase in past due loans represented LS percent of 
Soa [Минаны Rai РС | Це ОРІ575 n. D deed eee 
Sameer | ongo fist quarter reportcov- non-performing loans, better 
TR Ec LE We БО An ораны cs ial A ered the credit card and auto loan than the previous quarter's 1.6  ass-can Broadcasting Corp. 
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and Ihe MCLE Ceahcae о Atendance ‘emption. To be signed by the secu- 
КШ passed у es M — THE SECURITIES AND ЕХ. rities borrower and lender, the Ed 
cea hoo gunt ded орны matte ддм майын | change Commission has approved  MSLA sets the terms, conditions Warion Pts inc. 
EM pn e Mn жайна) therrules proposed by the Philippine апа rights of each party, as well as 
We reserve he пуп тездедше ayo al d Pe еде ногох by eases Stock Exchange on securities bor the mechanics for the recall or re- 
Wc rowing and lending (SBL). turn of the borrowed stock. 
For more information, please call Ms. Joyce L. Rozul at 817-98-11 The SBL rules allow the lend- The rules also compel the bor- 
ог send your inquiries by fax fo 817-38-96, or mele&esyciplew com. ing of securities from an in- rower to put up a collateral in the 
westors portfolio to support trad- form of cash, stocks and govem- 
ing strategies. ‘ment securities, whose value must 
'PSE president Francis Lim ear- correspond to at least 105 percent 
Republic of the Philippines lier said SBL transactions allowed of the market value of the bor- 
a lender to earn extra incomes rowed stock. 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY from his or her stocks outside of Тһе PSE rules allow the trans- 
me ” " " their dividend yield. fer of the borrowed securities title 
Invitation to Apply for Pre-qualification to Bid “Lending ав pro- tothe borrower. 
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Electricity Services using Solar rowed stock creates a cover or to have an exercisable and un- 
T аа аркана зе Piece pares senate) conte ы ты кок, lahat, 
Турапай Rural Eleciiication Program" which aims to | ‘led trade,’ im hac sie, скы трай bend SESE 
acre бе goa! of 100 barangay (viage) eleutteaton | ton ofe соат сей the actual right receive al bene f 
аге vousehold electrification e * 
Ba 2058 апо Energy (DOE) and its partners has developed || master securities lending agree- fits that would accrue tothe secu- DISCLOSURES 
new approaches for the implementation of electrification J ment or MSLA—with the Bureau  rities even while they are on loan. бз T 
Ger eorura ye pne lera > n APC Group Inc. will hold its annual stockholders meeting on Aug. 17, 2 
incentives and subsidy schemes, and encourage local Gov't paid MOTE ... Frompagest оик» eae NS eee D ee 
participation and ownership. 
^ Р liabili it i STOCKHOLDERS of Zipporah Realty Holdings Inc. elected as directors 
. The Goverment in partnership with the private sector | Pipon atie borrowings are un- зай unt it seed down Pete. Rolando Castro, Santiago Cus, Henry Cua Loping, Brigido Dulay, Jose 
Gonera and suppr em e Won Bank ami te Gebel | Pare отару sheet Fenn Gung, Osmund dè Guzman Aone Romo i Ere 
ACCESS. This project in its first phase will provide electncity [| T-bills and bonds, while forei ШҮ resumed ano "95165, Benjamin Santos, Mariza Santos-Tan and Alejandro Saulog vr. 
services for public facilities, households and other 2 = cat Luis Cariete and Co. was appointed external auditor for (2006-2007. 
Д borrowings are usually sourced tions early this week. роды by Cyri L. Bonabente, PDI Research 
establishments using solar photovoltaics (PV) to benefit | through official development as- The rise of domestic interest lomplled by Cyril L. Bonabente, PDI Rese 
people іп 55 barangays іп remote areas In the Provinces of | sistance (ODA) extended by mul- rates was influenced by the 
‚ Masbate, Northern Samar and Palawan. : н 
‘The Project ACCESS now calls for the submission of letters tilateral and bilateral agencies, volatile international capital mar- jJ 
Of inten! and pre-qualification documents from prospective | and Floating of sovereign bonds ket, which expects the US Federal June 16, 2006 Dollar Peso 
bidders to apply for eligibility to bid. Contracts will be awarded | in the international market. Reserve to raise its key rates Country Equivalent Equivalent Equivalent 
for multiple ots of clustered barangays for the supply and | Рог ће first five months of the anew. An increase in US Fed rates united States 079278 1000000 531040 
DL led with © еы а е n Рас year, the government's net bor- will make US bonds more attrac- = ioe th uS g t 
ине сощ "n op sits ystems to Towings stood at P94.011billion. tive, resulting in higher risk pre- ted Kingdom 
households in the same areas for which subsidies and Е Hong Kong бюз — 0128909 — 68413 
financial incentives are available This accounted for about 63 per- miums for bonds issued by  wtmrüng 00925 08104 43120 
s pel us d cent of the P15O-billion ceiling emerging economies like that of Canada 0712888 08086 477726 
р "— ey aid патера we Gosododd is оа, set under the government's fiscal the Philippines. Singapore 0.498163 0.628931 33.3988 
roject ACCESS pre-qualiication documents which тау Pe | program forthe entire year Because of underspending, the Аа 05880 07365 301108 
requested at the address provided below or downloaded at E n pm 20173 2852791 1408706 
the www.doe.govph website under the Rural Power Project "Treasury officials earlier decid- government was still able to post 0211198. 0.266638. 141595. 
heading. ed to cancel one тый and three a budget surplus of PS.8 billion in 0.496601 0.626959 332940. 
. The Project reserves the right to accept or reject any | bond auctions, giving wp P13.5 May, despite the shortfall in tax LONE CAE 
application, to annul the bidding process, and to reject all | billion worth of potential borrow- collection. КЕРА 144.4879 
application at any time prior to contract award, without thereby || ings. Under the 2006 fiscal program, тю 870438 
incurring any lability to the affected Bidder or Bidders. ‘National Treasurer Omar Cruz the government was supposed to 037839 
. Саа poen бона Loved Cdn’ — S pan earlier said it was prudent to stay spend P89 billion in May, but it чег чи 
and pre-qualfication documents on or before 15 July 2006; i .9 billion. 3 
5:00 pm (Manila time) at the address ‘specified below ош of the market for a while and | only spent P83.9 billion. ш 7288 d E 
Interested bidders may also obtain furtner information from 
Кы information provided коп 9:00 lo 5:00 pm. Shares closed ... һ.в 0069624 5678 


Now Zealand 0491395 329450 
Loir tercio ШШШ prospects of higher US interest lion shares worth P1.32 billion Paxson Шит tnos oe 
CTC Building, 2232 Roxas Boulevard, rates and lower growth. ($24.90 million). ‘South Alrica 0.115253 0.145507 77270 

1300 Pasay City, Philippines. ‘The composite index rose The broader all-shares index Korea 0.000825 0001042 00553 

Facsimile Nos. (632) 573-4814 39.67 points to 2,121.47, after rose 18 points to 1,343.26. к= пета Кү] i 
С) trading berween 2,081.80 and Gainers led losers 72 to 22, Триал 000090 000004 18926 
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awe... Business ..LH 
Asia urged to prepare 
for cut in US imports 


Richer countries should buy more 
from poor neighbors, says Finance exec 


By Michelle V. Remo 


"THE PHILIPPINES IS CALLING ON ITS ASIAN 
neighbors to make a concerted effort to 
counter the threat of a possible cutback in im- 
ports by the United States from the region as 
it tries to reduce its ballooning trade deficit. 

Finance Undersecretary Roberto Tan seid 
the Philippines, which exports a lot to the US, 
made the call during the recent meeting of 
members of the Asian Development Bank 
held in India. 

"^if they suddenly curtail the demand for 
imports, the exports of many Asian countries 
would be affected, What needs to be done is 
that Asian countries with high growth and 
savings should increase their domestic d. 
mand to open alternative markets for export, 
Tan said. 

Tn April, the country sold $612.82 million 
worth of products to the US, making it the 
Philippines third-biggest export market. 

Тал said countries that could increase their 
imports of goods from neighboring countries 
in Asia include China, 
South Korea and 
Japan. 

The US govem- 
ment earlier reported 
that its deficit in the 
trade of goods and 
services further rose 
to $63.4 billion in 
April from $61.9 bil- 
lion in March, as its 
imports continued to 
outgrow its exports. 

But economic offi- = 
cials said the ques- я 
tion remained ofun- = 
til when will the 05 $ 
government allow its 
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trade deficit to increase." They said the US 
government might be forced to do a respon- 
sive more toward its increasing deficit soon, 
adding that exporting countries should be 
prepared 

‘An options is for relatively richer Asian 
economies to loosen up their trade regula- 
tions and allow the entry of more imports 
from their neighbors. 

Aside from threats of a possible cutback in 
demand, the increasing interest rate in the 
United States has also stirred the internation- 
al capital market to the disadvantage of 
emerging economies, especially in 

‘The US Federal Reserve had implemented 
several hikes in its interest rates starting June 
2004, and is expected to again raise its rate 
this month in its continued fight against infla- 
tionary threats. 

Тап said the Philippines has urged its fel- 
low Asian countries to strengthen its ties in 
formulating ways to counter the adverse ef- 
fects of interest rate movements on their 
economies. 
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Lender cites need to develop 
new sources to prevent crisis 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE ASIAN DEVELOPMENT 
Bank plans to lend as much as 
$1.5 billion to the Philippines un- 
til 2007 to fund several develop- 
mental programs, particularly in 
the power sector. 

Finance Undersecretary Rober- 
to"Tan said that if finalized, the 
amount would form part of ADB's 
official development assistance 
until 2007. 

“The focus on the energy sector 
came amid the pressing need to 
develop power sources and boost 
the'trade of electricity to avert a 
possible power crisis. 

Тап said the government pro- 
posed that $300 million to $400 
million of the $1.5 billion be in 
the form of direct lending to the 
national government for various 
energy-related programs. 

‘These may include strengthen- 
ing of the capacity of the Energy 
Regulatory Commission (ERC), 
hesaid. 

‘The ADB also looks at allocat- 
ing a portion of the $1.5 billion 
for a technical assistance pro- 
gram that will guide authorities 
on the efficient operations of 
the Wholesale Electricity Spot 
Market (WESM). 

WESM is scheduled to start op- 
erations on June 23. 

WESM will provide a common 
platform for the buying and sell- 
ing of electricity by customers 
and power generators. 

‘The Department of Energy said 
WESM would help create trans- 
parency and boost competition in 
the electricity sector. 

But Tan said there was а need 
to provide security to power gen- 
erators, as a spot market opens 
the risk of not being paid. 

In this view, he said, the ADB 
was willing to provide a technical 
assistance on how to establish a 
risk-mitigating mechanism for 
the WESM. 

“There must be some kind of 


insurance system to help ensure 
that the WESM operation is effi- 
cient. This is critical in helping 
make the power generation sec- 
tor robust, "Tan said. 

The scheduled operational- 
ization of WESM on June 23 fol- 
lowed the recent approval by 
the ERC of its regulatory guide- 
lines, such as methodology for 
determination of price and mar- 
ket fees. 

Aside from technical assistance 
on the WESM and a direct lend- 
ing for the government, provid- 
ing a credit guarantee for future 
borrowings to be undertaken by 
the Power Sector Assets and Lia- 
bilities Management Согр. 
(PSALM) is also one of the sug- 
gested components of the $1.5- 
billion assistance program of the 
ADB for the Philippines. 

PSALM, tasked with selling the 
country's power assets to the in- 
vestors from the private sector, 
intends to raise capital through a 
bond ficat. 

Tan said government authori- 
ties have sought the assistance 
from the World Bank and the 
Japan Bank for International Co- 
operation (JBIC), the country’s 
biggets ODA providers, to pursue 
other programs to develop the 
power sector. 

‘The finance official said the 
World Bank, which was also fi- 
nalizing its assistance program 
for the Philippines, had already 
expressed willingness to pro- 
vide complementary financial 
support for the country's power 
sector. 

The World Bank earlier said 
that it could provide a maximum 
ODA of $2.2 billion for the Philip- 
pines for the next three years if it 
improves its fiscal position and 
shows its capacity to absorb 
debts. 

JBIC has yet to give a response 
to the proposal to support the 
Philippines’ power sector through 
loans. 


Gov't expects growth 


Cojuangco 
gives cash 
to farmers 


By Carla P. Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


BACOLOD CITY—BUSINESS TY- 
coon Eduardo Cojuangco Jr. dis- 
tributed P10 million in dividends 
to about 1,700 land reform benefi- 
ciaries of his landholdings during 
his 71st birthday last week in Pon- 
tevedra town, Negros Occidental. 

‘Bach of the workers received 
more than P5,000 in cash, which 
was handed to them during Co- 
juangeo's birthday party inside 
Gallera de Pontevedra in Hacien- 
da Balbina, Pontevedra, 50 kilo- 
meters south of here. 

‘Pedro Bedayo, president of the 
ECJ Farm Workers Agrarian Re- 
form Beneficiaries Cooperative, 
said Cojuangco had been advanc- 
ing-dividends so that the benefi- 
ciaties would not have to wait un- 

лде corporation starts making 
ney. 

‘Cojuangco, chair of San Miguel 
Сӯр. and the land reform bene- 
ficidries have formed a joint ven- 
ture corporation that now runs 
thplarms. 

he Southern Negros Joint 
‘Venture Corp., co-owned by the 
workers and the family of Co- 
Juangco, has taken over the oper- 
afons of the farms covering 
4,654 hectares that had been sub- 
Jefted to land reform. 

“the fams cover three 
citigs—Himamaylan, La Carlota 
atid Bago—and five towns—Hini- 
garàn, La Castellana, Pontevedra, 
San Enrique and Isabela. 

Чп а speech, Cojuangco 
thanked the beneficiaries for 
agreeing to co-own his landhold: 
ings. 

“Some people may not agree 
with what 1 am doing. But 1 truly 
believe in what we are doing. 
Otherwise, we will not be doing 
this," he said. 

Cojuangco also pointed out that 
there were a few things that must. 
be done "if we were to alleviate. 
our fellowmen from poverty.” 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE GOVERNMENT EXPECTS A 
boost in trade with China as Bei- 
jing has adopted new rules on al- 
lowing food, drink and cosmetic 
products into the mainland. 

local garments firms also 
inked a cooperation pact with 
partners in Guangdong 

Enrico Mariano, DTI Commercial 
Attaché in Beijing теропей that 
starting last April 1, China had al- 
lowed the label registration of food, 
drinks and cosmetics to be done by 
local agencies at the port of entry. 

The new rule did away with the 
old system of having new labels 
that would be introduced into the 
Chinese market be required to 
have the approval of the State Ad- 
ministration on Quality, Supervi- 
sion, Inspection and Quarantine or 
the Beijing-headquartered nation- 
al authority on products safety 

Under the old system, ex- 
porters faced long periods with- 
ош feedback on their applica- 
tions and a repeat ofthe process if 
their applications were rejected. 

The decentralization of registra- 
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ADB to lend $1.5B to RP for power sector dev't 


SATURDAY, JUNE 17,2006 


By Aquiles Z. Zonio 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


GENERAL SANTOS CITY—THE 
local unit of UK-based D1 Oils 
Plc has expressed plans to put 
up a refinery in the country that 
will process jatropha into 
biodiesel, which will then be 
sold here and abroad. 

Richard Torres, Di Oils 
Philippines operations manager, 
said in a recent interview that 
the company wanted to first 
plant 5,000 hectares of land to 
jatropha before putting up the 
refinery. 

The refinery will extract the 
ой in jatropha seeds and then 
process it to produce high quali- 
ty bio-diesel. 

‘Torres was here recently with 
Ab Van Peer, D1 Oils Southeast 
Asia chief agronomist and 
Ludette Rosales, the company's 
corporate business development 
in-charge. 

‘During the visit, Torres also 
handed a P150,000 check toa local 
cooperative propagating jatropha, 
cally known as tuba-tuba. 

Torres said General Santos 
has the largest tuba-tuba planta- 
tion in the country spanning 200 
hectares. 

Aside from having the biggest 
area planted to tuba-tuba, the city 
has also become the leading source 
of tuba-tuba seedlings for farmers 
in other parts of the country. 

D1 Oils became interested in 
supporting tuba-tuba propagation 
here after a recent visit by a D1 
Oils specialist from Kenya toa jat- 
торһа nursery owned by Jojo 
‘Tubao, who also manages the Soc- 
sksargen Unified Workers Muli- 
Purpose Cooperative (SUW-MPC) 
here, a cooperative which has ven- 
tured in jathropa growing. 

Shortly after the visit, SUW- 
MPC and D1 Oils signed a seed 
supply agreement. 

Tubao said propagating tuba- 


Unit of UK company 


tuba presented а good income: 


JATROPHA or tuba tuba seeds ready for processing into oil, which is used in the manufacturing of bio- .. 


diesel. 


opportunity to marginalized 
farmers. 

Aside from being easy to 
propagate, he claimed that the 
plant grows almost’ every- 
where—in sandy and saline 
soils and even in crevices. 

Aside from being a renewable 
source of bio-diesel, tuba-tuba 
oil is also used in soap making, 
lubricants and candle. 

kts protein content may be 
used as raw material for plastic 
and synthetic fiber. 


eyes jatropha refinery 


Italsohas high medicinal value. 

Its latex contains jatrophine, 
an alkaloid used in the manufac 
ture of certain medicines. 

Tuba-tuba oil cake is also rich 
in nitrogen, phosphorous and 
potassium and can be used as an 
organic fertilizer. 

Tubao said that many people 
have become interested їп 
growing tuba-tuba since it does 
mot require large capital and 
grows fast. 

“Officials of D1 Oils are very 


AQULESZ0NO 


serious in making this project 
successful. They want the pro- 
ject to gain nationwide support 
to improve the lives of marginal- 
ized farmers and to make lands 
productive,” Tubao said, 

Mayor Labualas Mamansual 
of Palimbang, Sultan Kudarat 
said at least 8,000 hectares of 
land could be planted to jat- 
торћа in his town. 

“This would attract rebels to 
give up their armed struggle,” 
hesaid. 


in trade with China 


tion and approval of product labels 
is widely seen to hasten the entry of 
imports and jack up cargo volumes. 

“We welcome this (move) be- 
cause it means lower costs and re- 
duced time to introduce Philip- 
pine exporters products in a mar- 
ket as big as China,” Trade Secre- 
tary Peter B. Favila said. 

‘Also, ап investment mission 
comprised of trade officals and ex- 
ecutives of some 70 textile and gar- 
ment firms resulted in the signing of 
а memorandum of cooperation be- 
tween local firms and their counter- 
partsin Guangdong province. 

Emmanuel Ang, DTI Commer- 
cial Attaché in Beijing, said the 
pact would serve as an enabling 
platform for all future business 
Cooperation between Chinese 
and Philippine textile firms. 

"Investment prospects are high 
as shown in keen consideration of 
Chinese textile firms to (put up. 
projects) in the country as well as 
the high level of support to Philip 
pine textile companies from the 
Guangdong provincial govern- 
ment," Ang said. 

Serafin Juliano, special consultant 


оп textiles and garments, said there 
was an “exciting” window of oppor- 
tunity for investments from China 
due to the good fit and complemen- 
tation between the two industries in 
areas such as labor, capital and tech- 
nology, resources and raw materials 

Data from the Chinese embassy 
in Manila showed that the Philip- 
pines accounted for $17.6 billion 
ог about 13.5 percent of the $130 
billion two-way wade between 
China and Southeast Asia. 

Trade between China and the 
Philippines has been growing 
steadily in the past 15 years or so 
from $350 million in 1992 when 
the mainland had the upper band 
with a surplus of $30 million. 

In 2005, the Philippines ex- 
ported $8.1 billion worth of 
goods—mostly electronics and 
semiconductors—to China more 
than what was shipped in from 
‘across the South China Sea. 

Among the members of the As- 
sociation of Southeast Asian Na- 
tions, the Philippines’ trade sur- 
plus had been growing the fastest 
at an average of 30 percent a year 
in the past 15 years. 


tour bus, The 21-seater air-conditioned custor 


HOP ON, HOP ОРЕ Tourism Secretary Joseph Н. Durano (foreground) at the wheel of the new city 
ized jeepney will be used for guided tours on three 

routes around the different attractions in the metropolis, With him are Sen. Richard J. Gordon (left) 

and Clang Garcia (right) of Hop On, Hop Off Travel. 


Transco to proceed 
with P8-B line project 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE NATIONAL TRANSMISSION 
Corp. can proceed with the P8-bil- 
lion Mindanao Backbone Trans- 
mission Project following the sign- 
ing of agreements with two indige- 
nous cultural communities. 

"Transco, the National Commis- 
sion on Indigenous Peoples and 
two indigenous cultural communi- 
ties signed last week in Cagayan de 
Oro Multipartite Memoranda of 
Agreements that formally resolved 
issues that indigenous groups had 
raised concerning the project. 

The signing of the MOAS paves 
the way for NCIP's issuance of a 
Certification Precondition, which 
will allow the 230-kilovole (kV) 
Abaga-Kirahon-Maramag- 
Bunawan transmission project to 
traverse around 45 kilometers of 
ancestral domain areas. 

In signing the MOAs, Transco 
president and chief executive Alan 
Ortiz assured the indigenous com- 


munities that they would get their 
rightful share of economic devel- 
opment when the project is com- 
pleted in December next year 

Under the MOAs, Transco will 
provide financial assistance to 
community development projects 
of affected tribal communities, 
avail of their services for line 
clearing works, give them em- 
ployment priority, and grant com- 
pensation for property damages. 

The tribal councils, on the other 
hand, will support Transco in man- 
aging, administering, regulating 
and Undertaking the construction, 
operation and maintenance of the 
transmission line project. 

NCIP for its part, will ensure 
that all provisions of the MOAs 
are respected and implemented 

The National Economic and 
Development Authority Invest- 
ment Coordination Committed 
approved the Abaga-Kirahon- 
Maramag-Bunawan project іп 
March. 


Cebu Pac goes to Dipolog 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


BUDGET AIRLINE CEBU PACIFIC 
Air Inc. started regular commer- 
cial flights to Dipolog City this 
week as the company's newly ac- 
quired aircraft allowed it to ex- 
pand its domestic network. 

The commercial service to the 
capital city of Zamboanga del 
None is the airline's second domes- 
tic destination to be inaugurated 
this year, after its flight to Laoag 
which started earlier this month. 

In a press statement, the air- 
line said it would fly to Dipolog 
thrice weekly with its new Airbus. 
A319 aircraft at an "introductory 
fare" of P688 for one-way travel. 

Cebu Pacific president and CEO 
Lance Gokongwei said the Manil 
Dipolog service “reinforces the ai 
lines commitment to strengthen 
local tourism in the country" 

“Dipolog is known for numerous 
tourist spots like Dakak Beach and 
Dapitan Bay as well as its sardine 
industry" he said. "It also showcas- 
es year-round festivities and pre- 
sents itself as one of the major 
trade hubs in Mindanao.” 

“This service is part of the airline's 


expansion program as it continues 
to build up its new Airbus flet. 

At present, Cebu Pacific operates 
eight brand-new Airbus aircraft for 
its domestic and regional fights. 

The Manila-Dipolog service de- 
parts Manila every Tuesday, Thurs- 
дау and Sunday at 11:45 a.m. ariv- 
ing in Dipolog at 1 p.m. The same 
plane leaves Dipolog at 1:30 p.m. to 
return to Manila at 2:45 p.m. 

"With the recent success of its 
“Biyahe Na Zamboanga Peninsu- 
Ja regional showcase and the 
‘Hudyaka Festival,’ we believe 
that the ‘Orchid City of the 
Philippines can become a major 
gateway for tourism and business 
in Mindanao,” Gokongwei 
added, explaining his airline's de- 
cision to fly to the city. 

The airline’s introductory fare 
is 77 percent cheaper than the 
prevailing airfare of other airlines. 
serving the city, 

The sale runs from June 15 to 22 
only and is for travel from July 13 to 
Oct. 19, 2006, After this period, the 
year-round ‘Go’ fares to Dipolog will 
Start at P868 for one-way travel, 
which is approximately 70-percent 
cheaper than the current airfare. 
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этишип BUSINESS саркын нанына 
SE Asian stocks up as US inflation fears ease 


gomme Red chief says expectations of price еа 


covery for a third straight day agement strategy at Korea In- 


Semas hikes have ‘fallen back somewhat’ л 


"Now it looks like he's trying 
gained on optimism that the 


to put out the fire. His speech - 
BR есопоту тап withstand ris. third day Spot gold topped recovering some of its almost warnings against US inflation, yesterday is not going to elimi- 
nginerestrates andeommod- $581 an ounce, surging almost 20 percent slump since early saying expectations of price in- nate worries about inflation or 
ity prices. 5 percent from the previous April. creases had “fallen back some- interest rates, but at least in the 

Pets. as about a slow. days lows, and copper rose Нопе Kong's Hang Seng in- what" and that the impact of short-term, it will be positive.” . 
dom inthe US economy and above $7,100 a ton after a5.4- dex rose 2.2 percent, South Ko- high energy prices ontheecon- ТӘ of rising US rates was 
inflation there are fading,” said percent jump on Thursday. тешз Kospi jumped more than omy has been limited, the biggest factor pushing the. 
Senet Abe manager at Mito The gains instocks and met- 3.5 percent and Australia's re- Bernanke and other Fed offi- dollar to a five-week high, 
Sesunter information and in. als, and expectations that the source-heavy S&P/ASX 200 cials had spooked stocks, met- against the yen and six-week 
vestment department. Bank of Japan could raise rates rose 2 percent. als and emerging market in- high against the euro earlier, 


Sathe dolar fallback against as early as next month, — Thegainsfollowed advances vestors over the past month, this month. 


„m А aeren geno remening from dragged Japanese government оп Wall Street where the Маз. leading to a rapid selboffin — But the capital inflows data 
PANGILNAN ew ownsa totlof21279 Tuesdays highest level in more bonds lower, helping push up daq Composite Index jumped risky, assets, Dy repeatetly ОЛТУ reignited talk that 
PANGMPLDEAtyeserday'sdesingpries, than a month, amid worries thatthe yield on the key 10year 2-8 percent and the Dow 2010. m ming against the risksofris- rhe dollar was set to falter. The 
shares of PLDT At yesterday's e i rete, fise-quater US cuent account JGB by 4 basis points to 1.810 industrial average closed 18 ing inflation amid slowing US US aceti $46.7 billion 
deficit data, due late, could percent percent higher after Federal economic growth. in foreign capital in April, far 
MVP bu s more again show a yawning gap. Tokyo's benchmark Nikkei Reserve Chair Ben Bernanke “Bernanke stopped his short of that needed to cover 
y: ainshow ауан Е Вар. Pei stock average climbed 2.9 per. commentsonthe economy. hawkish comments on US in; the $63.4 billion trade deficit 
‘undervalued’ аео стоје нашр Юга cent to 14,883.48 by midday, Bernanke toned down his flation and that’s positive,” that month 
undervalued 
PLDT shares 


ксы Sa sipag at tiyaga, patuloy na binibigyan ng magandang 


mitre ore отка anos kinabukasan ang bawat pamilyang Pilipino. 
Co. chair Manuel М Pangilinan continued to 

increase his personal stake in the firm, a few 

days after complaining that the market was 


wndervaluing the country's largest telecom- H 
munications group. iiam ans 
Pangilinan added to his personal holdings 
of PLDT shares last Thursday—the bottom of А H 
эп eight-day slide which saw the company’s К; р tid К; р Г] ig. К 9 рау 
ЕЕН арайа, Kapanalig, Kaagapay mo sa 
P1,770 per share. " s I 
їп a disclosure to the Philippine Stock Ex- M d. K b k 
change, PLDT said its chair bought an addi- agan ang тари asan: 
tional 500 shares of the firm last Thursday at 
P1,770 for a total outlay of P885,000. 
This followed a similar purchase he made 
in early March and in mid-May of this 
year—both after warming that the company 
faced a more challenging business environ- 
ment after years of frenetic growth. 
According to the disclosure, Pangilinan 
now owns a total of 212,279 shares of the 
company. At yesterday's closing price, his 
hoard is now worth P384 million. 
His purchases are widely interpreted by 
stock market watchers as a signal to investors 
that he was confident about the company’s 
prospects, despite the sober scenario being 
painted by the PLDT management. 
During its stockholders’ meeting last Tues- 
дау, Pangilinan expressed dismay at the per- 
formance of his company's share price which 
had hit three-month lows, leading a broader 
decline in the PSE index. 
"(Our share price] doesn’t reflect the funda- 
mentals of PLDT; but more that global prices are 
retreating on inflation fears,” he said. 
He also warned that rising interest rates 
around the world will adversely affect revenues 
of the country’s largest telecommunications 
firm as people adjust their spending pattems. 
The resistance of local policymakers to fol 
lowing this trend has led to some degree of 
capital flight, pushing the peso lower against 
the US dollar, he said. 
Pangilinan explained that a weak peso 
against the dollar fed inflation which, in turn, 
eroded the purchasing power of the Filipino 
consumer Inevitably, PLDT s revenues will al- 
so suffer, he warned. 
To mitigate this, he unveiled an aggressive 
plan to find new sources of revenues for the 
firm, and announced an increase in PLDT’s 
dividend payout rate from 50 percent of net 
income to 60 percent, due mainly to its 
"healthy cash flows." 
PLDT s share price rebounded yesterday ris- 
ing by P60 to end the trading session at P1,830 
apiece. A total of P106.7 million worth of the 
company’s shares changed hands. 


Cement firm 
denies getting 
tax incentives 


JAPANESE-OWNED  TAIHEIYO CEMENT 
Philippines Inc. (ТСРІ) has clarified that it 
had never availed itself of tax incentives from. 
the government as it had voluntarily sought 
the cancellation of its registration with the 
Board of Investments (BOI) following its pur- 
chase of Grand Cement Manufacturing Corp. 

TCP! issued this statement in reaction to re- 
ports that it had been enjoying tax incentives ^ -d 
through the cement firm it bought. Under the re I ma a ra a S 
present system, incentives are given only to 
cement таи that are owned by Filipinos. s 

ТСР! also refuted reports that it was fined by 
the BOI for its late disclosure in the change oe F. M. Paragas & Associa tes 
ownership after taking over Grand Cement. ee H 

Tremplained tha iwas Grand Cement that was Recipient, 2006 Award for Marketing Excellence 
penalized P1.1 million by the BOI for filing its in- 

‘come tax holiday application two days late in May 

1998. TCPI had to pay for the penalty after the 3 э. * У 
ВО! made the payment as a condition for the ap- Rm. 301 Vitug Building, Reyes St., Ermita, Manila 
proval of the cancellation of its BOI registration. 

"TCPI has always practiced diligence in com- 
plying with government requirements and has 
been very supportive of the goals set by the gov- " 
ernment agencies,” TCPI said in a statement. A Memberof 

The Japanese cement company was even 
awarded by the Bureau of Intemal Revenue American internationalGroup, int MEZAN PLANS | : 
(BIR) last year for its contribution to the tax 1: 
agency tix compliance drive and revenue The PAilam group of Companies fers yas МЫН сэн Care Management Pre-Need ix 
collection efforts. Занад nd Marien. Мени AG eii ү 3 

“As a player in the Philippine cement indus- 
on p Н ed А siarka in its policy The Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) as not approved this advertisment or Loner! p thin is soumo or Sei cami he icy constitutes a violation of the revise 
© doing fair and proper business in order to Secures Act and шейлитйу punishable. "he public is encouraged to report immediately to the SEC any mistepresentation of falso or шасси statement- 
contribute to growth,” the company added, а - 


Reuters 


By Charles E. Buban 


ARIS—A SYSTEM IN 
our body that plays a role 

in the control of food in- 
-take and metabolic functions 
may be the latest battleground 
in the war on obesity. 

Studies have shown that when the 
endocannabinoid system is overactive, 
people eat more, leading to weight gain, 
increase in body fat and slowing down of 
the action of insulin. This sets the stage 
for diabetes and cardiovascular dis- 
eases,” said Dr. Vincenzo Di Marzo, coor- 
dinator of the Endocannabinoid Re- 
search Group at the Institute of 
Biomolecular Chemistry of the National 
Research Council in italy. 

Di Marzo, who spoke here during a fo- 
rum on cardiometabolic risk, said an 
overactive endocannabinoid system af- 
fécts the brain in such a way that hunger 
increases and one is driven to desire for 
food. In the gastrointestinal tract, it in- 
téracts with other hormones causing one 
to also crave for more food. 


Allover the body 

‘The endocannabinoid system-was dis- 
covered in 1964. Researchers found that 
it is comprised of cannabinoid receptors 
lócated all over the body: in the abdomi- 
ial fats, muscles, liver and brain as well 
as in the gastrointestinal tract and pan- 
creas. 

Researchers also found that it is a sort 
of stress-recovery system that lies mostly 
dormant for long stretches of time and is 
only activated when the body encounters. 
stress, The system helps the body recover 
from a transient unbalanced situation 


How the brain handles 
bilingualism 


IN A RECENT INTER- 
view with the San 
Francisco Chronicle to 
discuss their low. 
get movie “Cavite, 
currently making the 
rounds of several film 
festivals in the United 
States, film maker 
Neill Dela Llana said 
that at one point in the 
movie, the kidnapper 
speaks to the hero in 
‘Tagalog, but the latter responds 
їп English. He said this was not 
unusual, after all this is how he 
and his parents communicate. 
Dela Llana's acknowledgment 
of his bilingualism highlights the 
fact that this ease of switching be- 
tween languages is common to 
many Filipinos. In fact, it happens 
with such regularity, you're prob- 
ably not even aware of it. 

[Studies have even suggested 
that being fluent in more than 
one language positively benefits 
your brain, 

Ви have you ever wondered how 
убш brain absorbs the different 
sounds, separates them into differ- 
ent languages, and then puts the re- 
sponse into the desired language? 


35 bilingual subjects 

It now appears that an answer 
may be found in the June 9 issue 
of the journal Science. Re- 
searchers from the University 
College London and Tokyo Uni- 
versity led by neuroscientist 
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Santos Ballon eà,e.g., "sabon (soap)” 


4) The words were in two dif- 
ferent lánguages but unrelated, 
e.g. “soap” and “kabayo (horse)” 
Each participant read the word 
pairs as they were flashed onto a 
screen and noted if the words 
were related or unrelated. In def- 
erence to cultural differences 
among the German, English and 
Japanese, researchers modified 
certain word pairs for increased 
comprehension. 
where the German-English speak- 
ers saw a card labeled "stag-REIN- 
DEER,” 
speakers saw “terrier-HUSKY.” 


Faster recognition 

The researchers found that de- 
spite language differences, pairs of 
related words were recognized 


words. Additionally, the fMRI and 
РЕТ scans suggest that the left cau- 
date, a small portion of the brain's 
left hemisphere, is activated when 
processing multiple languages and 
had a weaker response when word 
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Targeting a new key 
in war vs obesity 


such as if one experienced acute starva- 
tion. 

Di Marzo said that when the receptors 
of the system are blocked, researchers 
believe this would help control an over- 
active endocannabinoid system, result- 
ing in reduced weight as well as improv- 
ing other related risk factors. 


New drug 

Several drugs are now being devel- 
oped to block the endocannabinoid sys- 
tem, including rimonabant (developed 
by French pharmaceutical firm Sanofi- 
Aventis), that curbs appetite. 

A recent study published in The Jour- 
nal of the American Medical Association 
showed that people who took the drug 


were able to lose weight, maintain their 
weight loss, reduce the level of fats in the 
blood and fat deposits, and improve 
sulin action. This, in turn, reduced their 
risk factors for heart disease and dia- 
betes. 

The drug is awaiting approval in the 
European and American markets. 

"This drug may provide a potent 
weapon in fighting obesity. But as studies 
about the endocannabinoid system and 
development of new drugs continue, 
lifestyle changes such as diet and exer- 
cise, are still highly recommended for 
people with weight problem since losing 
just 10 percent of body weight can be 
very effective in preventing risks,” Di 
Marzo said. 
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Solving a math problem 


OMAR TAPANG [OTAPANG@BEARING- 
point.net} writes: “I am a fan, and 1 am 
sending you an article in April 2004 on us- 
ing computers for math proofs. 1 came 
from Ateneo, and Teven sat in your lecture 
when you substituted for Dr. Marasigan’s 
calculus class. This was a long time ago, 
but I still remember how you lectured 
while Dr. Francisco drew on the board.” 

Yes, my drawing skills are not exactly 
topnotch, and several years ago, I would 
ask Dr. Flor Francisco to graph polar co- 
ordinates on the board while I explained 
how they were done. It seems students 
remember our tandem. 

‘What math news was astonishing 
enough to make it to the New York Times? 
A centuries-old problem, the Kepler Con- 
jecture, was finally proved, but by a com- 
puter. In the 1590s, the adventurer Sir 
Walter Raleigh, while preparing his ship 
for an expedition, wondered which 
method of stacking cannonballs would be 
most efficient. His assistant, Thomas Har- 
riot, came up with a solution (the pyra- 
mid), which he mentioned years later to 
the astronomer Johannes Kepler. Kepler 
agreed with this, but never proved it. 


No error? 

Many mathematicians tried proving 
Kepler's Conjecture, but no one succeed- 
ed until 2004, when Dr. Thomas Hales of 
the University of Pittsburgh harnessed 
computers to do various computations 
too tedious to be done by hand. Of 
course this assumes the computer did 
not commit any error in the first place. 

Since the time of Euclid, proving has 
been supposed to be unambiguous and 
logical, a brilliant exercise of the human 
mind (remember geometry proofs in high 
school?) No wonder Hales’ proof is con- 
troversial, and several mathematicians 
are not too happy about the situation. 

Dr. Larry Wos of the Argonne Comput- 
ег Laboratory strikes a compromise. He 
uses automated reasoning programs, 
where the computer sifts through many, 
many possibilities, but the human still 
needs to guide it. Wos says a human 
mind can never be replaced, but the ad- 
vantage of computers is that they do not 


have preconceptions. Personally, 1 be- 
lieve that if a computer can beat human 
chess grandmasters, then there is no rea- 
son it cannot solve problems which have 
eluded us for centuries. 


Lack of sleep 

Dr Michael Muin of Pinoy MD 
(hetp://pinoymd; mikemuin@gmail. com] 
writes, “Regarding your article on April 8.1 
read about sleep deprivation of doctors. 
‘There are a lot of articles on the web about 
the effects of sleep deprivation on doctors 
and medical errors. Most of them refer to 
these two articles, available online from the 
New England Journal of Medicine." 

Effect of reducing interns’ weekly 
work hours on sleep and attentional fail- 
ures: www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/ 
query.fegi?emd=Retrieve&db=pubmed 
&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15509816 

Conclusion: Eliminating interns’ ex- 
tended work shifts in an intensive care 
unit significantly increased sleep and de- 
creased attentional failures during night 
workhours. 

Effect of reducing interns’ work hours 
оп serious medical errors in intensive 
care units: www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/en- 
trez/query.fegi?cmd=Retrieve&d 
pubmed&dopt- Abstract&lis ui 
15509817 

Conclusion: Interns made substantial- 
ly more serious medical errors when they 
worked frequent shifts of 24 hours or 
more than when they worked shorter 
shifts. Eliminating extended work shifts 
and reducing the number of hours in- 
terns work per week can reduce serious 
medical errors in the intensive care unit. 

Some doctors, especialy residents, go 
on 72-hour duties with less than eight 
hours taken in chunks of 45 minutes to 
two hours. Oh well, such is the life of a 
doctor. 


1) The words were in 
the same language and 
were related, for exam- 
ple: "soap" and “water” 

2) The words were 
in the same language. 
but unrelated, eg, 
“soap” and “camel.” 

3) The words were 
in two different lan- 
guages but were relat- 


and anxie 


babies. A 


and “shampoo.” агъа 


hectic lives today may hurt their 


from Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health in Balti- 
more suggests that a bit of stress 
and anxiety during pregnancy 
may actually be beneficial 


nant women with low-risk, nor- 
mal pregnancies, 
found that those who reported 


stress between weeks 24 and 32 
of pregnancy had children who 
were somewhat more advanced 


‘opment at age 2. 
jedes present in their 


study by researchers 


Ina study of 137 healthy, preg- 
researchers 
levels of anxiety and 


children 


in their mental and motor devel- 


Overall, Dr. Janet DiPietro and 
her colleagues failed to see any ill 
effects of prenatal stress and anxi- 
ety on the children’s emotional 
development and behavior. 

The few existing studies that 
have examined the impact of 
stress during pregnancy on child 
health and development have 
"many flaws,” DiPietro said, “in- 
cluding simply relying on asking 
mothers how their children be- 
have. Maternal anxiety colors 
women’s perceptions of their 

such that 
women more often report chil- 


Some stress during pregnancy may bave benefits 


PREGNANT WOMEN САМ 
stop worrying that the stressors 


dren tobe more difficult." 


The study found that children 
of women who reported more 
megative feelings about being 
pregnant had somewhat lower 
behavior and emotional scores. 
But, overall, this study should. 
put pregnant women's minds at 


ease and help them stop ^ 
ing about worrying,” Di 
said. 


stressed 


There isa biological basis that 
explains the finding that moder- 
ate stress is not harmful and 
may be beneficial for the baby. 
Chemicals produced by stress 
have a well-known influence on 
organ growth and development, 


the authors note in the current 
issue of Child Development. 

It should be noted, however, 
that the women in this study did 
mot have significant mental 
health problems—they were not 
depressed and they did not have 
anxiety disorders—but rather 
reflect the range of “normal” 
stress and anxiety common to 
working women with multiple 
roles and responsibilities. 

“it's possible the results 
would be different if the study 
had included women with more 
chronic, physical or severe stress 
in their daily lives,” DiPietro 
said, Reuters 


For example, 


the Japanese-English manners,” i 


empathetic 
tive healers 


doctor focus 
ence part. 
Empathy 


than pairs of unrelated 


wherein a d 


of a doctor-patient relationship, 


put himself into the patients 
shoes and understand what the 


By Rafael R. Castillo, MD 


EMPATHY FOR PATIENTS, ALSO 
referred to as a doctor's “bedside 


is one learnable skill 


that probably makes average but 


doctors more effec- 
than brilliant but in- 


sensitive medical practitioners. 
Irs the “ап” part of medicine, 
‘which is frequently neglected asa 


ises more on the sci- 


cient teaching time for medical 
students to develop the skills for 
empathy. It has thus remained 
misunderstood and underused. 
Health educators consider em- 
pathetic communication a teach- 


is an important part 


loctor must be able to 


Key steps 


heart surgery said, “If only my 
husband's doctors showed empa- 
thy, I would not be filing a mal- 
practice case against them.” 


gether to..."). 

‘Simple ways by which a doctor 
can show empathy are: explai 
ing to the patient what his/her ill 
ness is and the rationale for the 
various medications prescribed, 
feedback on the effect of treat- 
ment, rendering appropriate 
touch, returning phone calls and 
making follow-up calls to check 
on his/her condition (without 
billing him/her for the calls). 

Empathy is different from sym- 
pathy. 

“It's not feeling sorry for a pa- 
tient but understanding what 
they're going through," says Dr. 
Johanna Shapiro, а respected 


able, learn- 
able — skil 
that has tan- 
gible bene- 
fits for both clinician and patient. 
It enhances the clinician-patient 
relationship which somehow al- 
leviates the misery of being sick. 
Appropriate use of empathy as a 
communication tool facilitates 
the clinical interview, increases 
the efficiency of gathering infor- 
mation and makes the patient 
feel good. 

*1 feel honored the way my 
doctor is treating me,” said a pa- 
tient whose surgeon just removed 
a tumor from his colon. 

‘Studies show that empathy im- 
proved health outcomes, led to 
better patient compliance and re- 
duced medico-legal risk. A wom- 
an whose husband died after 


latter is feeling. It 
goes beyond mak- 
ing the right diag- 
nosis and writing 
the best prescription for the pa- 
tient. 

Coined by German psycholo- 
gist Theodore Lipps in the 1880s, 
the term empathy describes a 
process by which the doctor un- 
derstands a patients experience 
of being sick by vieariously shar- 
ing that experience while main- 
taining an observant stance зо he 
can remain objective in his medi- 
cal decisions. This is why attend- 
ing to a seriously-ill patient can 
be physically, mentally and emo- 
tionally draining for a physician. 


According to Dr. Frederic Platt, 
the following are the key steps to 
effective empathy: 

1. Recognizing the presence of 
strong feelings in the clinical set- 
ting such as fear, anger, grief and 
disappointment. 

2. Pausing to imagine how the 
patient might be feeling. 

3, Stating one's perception of 
the patients feeling (ie, "I can 
imagine that must or “It 
sounds like уоште upset 
about...”) 

4. Legitimizing that feeling as 
valid and appropriate. 

5. Respecting the patient's ef- 
fort to cope with the predica- 
ment. 

6. Offering support and part- 
nership (i.e., “I'm committed 
to working with you to...” or 
"Let's see what we can do to- 


Cathy Price collaborated to find 
ош which portions of the brain 
are activated by bilingual activity. 

"They looked at data collected 
Hom 35 right-handed bilingual 
people, approximately two-thirds of 
whom were fluent German-English 
speakers based in London while the. 
rest were fluent Japanese-English 
speakers based in Japan. 

: Using functional magnetic res- 
chance imaging (fMRI) and 
pbsitron emission tomography 
(PET), the researchers were able 
tò see which portions of the vol- 
unteers’ brains were activated as 
they completed the tests. 

} Bach volunteer was presented 
with several pairs of words that 
fell under a variety of categories. 
(Note: the following examples 
are representative and are not 
taken from the study itself.) 


professor of family medicine in 
the United States. 

In empathy, we “borrow” an- 
others feelings to observe, feel 
and understand them, but not to 
take them onto ourselves. By be- 
ing a partcipantobserve we 
come to understand how the oth- 
er person feels so we can help 
him/her berter. 

Sympathy involves sharing 
with the sufferer as if the pain be- 
longed to both the patient and 
the doctor. We sympathize with 
others when we share and suffer 
with them, For the doctor to be 
more effective in helping his pa- 
tient get well, he can't completely 
share the patient's plight. If he 
does, һе would not be healthy 
enough nor his judgment be ob- 
jective enough to help the pa- 
tient. 


pairs were in the same language. 

Previous studies have noted that 
the left caudate is involved in 
speech processing. Researchers on 
stuttering have found that high lev- 
els of dopamine in the left caudate 
block the neural pathways, impair- 
ing mind and mouth coordination. 

Price et al.'s research suggests 
that the left caudate deserves fur- 
ther attention. It would also be 
interesting to see how language- 
processing portions of the brain 
behave during the kind of conver- 
sation Dela Llana described earli- 
ет. Would the left caudate be acti 
vated when the brain hears Taga- 
log and formulates a response in 
English, or would it remain dor- 
mant because only one language 
is used at a time? Hopefully that 
question will be answered by a 
furure study. 


MEDICAL FILES 


Curriculum lack 
їз a pity that the medical cur- 
riculum does not devote suffi- 
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TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 


Invitation t Apply for Elly and to Bid 
Repub o the Plipolnos 
EDET Project 
Tender No, LCB- EDET - 01-06 
Trining Equipment, Tools and Accessories in Lots: 


Loi Gb -Food Processing | Php 1224000000 
Lot 11- Tourism Php 1026600000 


Tio Government ol ih Р3рәгез (GOP) has received a cdi trom KIW towards Be 
онд һа Expansion o Dal Ecucaln and Training (EDET) being caniad ол у Ве Technical 
калп! Shs Development Authorty (TESDA) tends to apply is cre for payments 
{nde th enact for Even C1) its or he Supply ol Training Equipment, Tools, Publicas. 

Computer, Ato Visual Equipment, Future and Accessories. 

TESDA now niles зебой Bes rom aligble Bidders for Тайно Equipment, Tools and 
ccestores, Delvery o he Goods lo he TESDA Insiutnal stes shal be спе hundred 
Nenty (120) calendar days Кот ho dl of cotac signing. The descriglon cl an еде 
‘Bader confines Section Il he Bdóng Documents, В. 

Відпо wl be conduce through tid айо procedures using non-deceforary 
pasetan Сла as speclld in he Inglomentiog Rules and Regulations Part А (RR-A) c 
equ Act No. 188 (R.A 9184). onere known as the Government Procurement Вет 
‘ac and В resected io organizations what east ty percent (80^) interes! or oustanding 
‘apt sock belonging 1o Ойтөп ol no Phlipines, es pected in ерис Act S183 (R.A 
9183, Ony В lom Bidders who pass Ве эрну check wil be opened. The proces for 
ihe sig checks described in Sacton l of ће Bidding Documents, ITB. The bidder with 
Tne toest calculated bid (LCE) shal advance ю Ре post quat&caton sag in order to nar 
determine hs responsiveness o e lechnical and Nranclrequremants cl ће project. The 
otra! shal on be awarded he Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder (CB) who 
"as determined as such deg the pos qusicaion procedure. 

Interes Bidders may bla fuhr lomalcn fom ha PROCUREMENT AND SUPPLY 
DIVISION, rd Foor TESDA Adminisvaton Вибо TESDA Complex, East Save Road 
South Lavon Expressway, For Вомасо, Taguig Ciy and inspect the Bidding Documents al 
The adres given below rom $10 am. to 5:00pm. 

‘A compl эн о! Bing Documants may be purchased by narested tors trom the 
address blow and upon payment of rorreundabe ее in he amount ot One Thousand Five 
‘Hundred Pasos (P1.500.00) The method of paymant wlt bo in the frm of cash. The Bidding 
Documents shall be recelved personaly bythe prospective Bidder ог his authorized 
representative 

TESDA ий oa Ре ВИ Corerence open ial interested paries on July 04, 2006 at 
20 pm, Agüno Room, Leaming Center, TESDA Adminstraon Bulking 

‘is and liii requirements must be delved to the adress below on or below 
‘August 08,2006 А Bids must be accompanied by а B secry inte form ot 

^. Cath, cried check, cashier's check, bank cat or irevocabile etr of cred 
волен to 1% of ABC: or 

‚ Bark Guarantee equivalent to 14% of ABC; or 

1 Surety Bond equvalen o 24% ol ABC 

Late Bids shall not be accepted. 

Bid opening shali be held on August 18, 206,920 ama the Aquino Room, Leaming 
сепи, TESDA Administration Bulking. Bids wal be openad n n presence o he Bidders 
Tepresénabves who choose 0 attend at е adress below. 

TESDA reserves the right o accept or rect any Bid, and 1o annul the biking proces 
and rjeci at Bs al any те oro contract award, wihout hereby полип any Faby o 
the alates Во or Biden 

‘TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
MA. SANTIAGO M. YABUT 
(Deputy Drecor General, FO) 

BAC 


hasan 
TESDA Complex, TESDA Adniitafon Building 
East Service Pod, South Luzon Expressway 
For Boniiacio. Taguig City 

Tol No: 174076 t0 80 and 8194236 

Fax o: 8174040 

Emai: psd ocsaGlesde govph 
Wetsto-wimctesca govoh 


(Sod) SECRETARY AUGUSTO BOBOY 
‘SYJUCO 
rector белеш 


PCCI 
anaua Som POCI 
 ALLGREEDS DOG SHOW 
Tindestasen 
Fontes Verse 
Orge Cor CS Pasig слу 
dene 178 18,2006 
UNDER INTL JUDGES 
Mr. Tomoyuki Iwamoto 


Сараа) 
Mr, John Stanton 
(ew Zealand) 
smiciy No 
‘ADDENDUM 
Dog Show Schedule 
SATURDAY AM. 


* A22-Storey Luxury 
condo projectloated 
in BAGUIO is available 
for development / 
funding. 

* Projcthasapproved 
permits & ECC. 

located among the 
cordilera mountains 
wifantastc view of 
China sea. 

e ts foggy condition 
and cold weather 
brings back the glory 
days of Baguio! 

* Very deal for Retirees 

© Localand international 
markets readily 
available. 
юше, Pc 

(0917) 791-3714 

(0917) 535-1387 


ww stmaryeolege net 
BACHELOROF scence n 
Ñ 


Казиле Appleton t 
"Aran vea 


(manor bogin June 6 208) 


Transfer Students Sicimiocns 


SATURDAY 1:30 M. 
‘COMPANION 
& TOY DOGS 
БУ ҮЙ 
ааа Dogs 
SUNDAY А.М. 


PROFESSIONAL a CREDI 
PAWN'BUY'SELL 


ЕЛ 
WATCHES 


BEST APPRAISAL 
‘Secondo Glorieta 1 
Тай 894-0282 
Agencia de Makali 
“Tol 889-7956 


WHITE PLANS LON 


15% Downpayment 
Up to 12 Years to pay 
CALL NOW! 


674813 o 17 109174475216 


SCHNAUZER 
‘Sponsors 
EUKANUBA DOG FOOD 
NATURAL PET CORP PHIL 
PRO PLAN DOG FOOD 
HILLS SCIENCE DET 


PEDIGREE DOG FOOD 


BUY "SELL" PAWN] 


WATCHES 


Occidental Mindoro 
100nas property in 
Lawaan, Aora de log. 
Occ Mindoro пе Puerto 
Galera wi beach-ront 
sutable 4 resonan 
agri only 
P250,000 por hectare 
Cal Nick 921-5718 


ie, BESTOFFER 
Gage TOWN 
XE d esos 


ЕЛ 


ccc. CLASSIFIEDS 
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орук ng гараа 
RPS PANGASIUAAN NG TUBIG KT ALKANTARILYA SA METRO MANILA 
7 ME Wiera sea Soven Ser 
SPECIAL BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Katipunan od, Balara. Quezon Сау 105. Раоа 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Matropottan Waterworks and Sewerage Systom (MWSS), through is 
Spock Bids and Awards Committee (Committee). invia interested pertes o 
ао юг elity snd lo bid for tho Assignment of MWSS" Recelvables and Its 
Right and Obigstion to Subscribe to 83.57% Equity in Мвупдаа Water Services, 
Inc. (Transaction). 


Bidding shal be conducted through open compotiive bidding procedures and 
shal be govomed by applicable Philippine laws, rules end roguisions. The bidding 
process Юг па Transaction shall have hee (3) phases. namely: Phase 1 (Preparation 
hese); Phase 2 (Pre-Quasfcaton Phase); and Prase 3 (Bidding Phase). 

Interested parties may secure copies o the Bidding Documents, which include 
the Instructons о Bidders (ТВ), at ne Secretariat of e MWSS Special Bids end 
Awards Commitoo, located at he St. Doputy Administrator's Ofice, Ground Foot, 
WSS Engineering Bulking, Katpunan Road. Balara. Quezon Сау. Philippines, 
Starting on 26 June 2006 until 10 July 2006 from 8:00 a.m. o 5:00 p.m. upon 
payment ol a non-refundabie (во of Five Thousand US Dollars (USS5,000.00). 
Fhe mode of payment shall be cash or manager's check. The Bidding Documents 
shall be received by the interested parties thensoives or thoir duly authorized 
Topresentalves. All inarested partos securing copies of Ie Bidding Documents 
‘hall be required fo acknowledge receipt of the said Bidding Documents and to 
Sony tno acceptance ol the tems and conditions of fhe Bidding Documents by 
sxecuting the form attached lo the Bidding Documents as Schedule 2 
acknowledgment) and submiting the same lo he Committee at the address given 
below no later than 2:00 p.m. of 21 July 2006. Only those inlerested parties who 
purchased the Bidding Documents and submitted the Acknowledgment balore the 
eacine provided thorelor shall be alowed Io participate in the Bidding process 
Late submission of the Required Documonts shall not be accepted. 

Interested parties who have submited the Acknowledgment wih the deadine 
provided above shal submit ће Required Documents enumerated in Cause 7.1 of 
the ITB lo the Committee at ine address given below no ater than 2:00 p.m. of 21 
"luy 2006. The Солто shali inlorm Ie interested partes no ater than 26 July 
2005 they are eligble to participate in Phase 2 (Pre-Quallicaion Phase) ofthe 
blading process lor the Transaction. 

Interested parties who are found eligble to participate in Phase 2 (Pre 
Qualification Phase) ofthe bidding process for he Transaction may secure copies 
Gf the Bidding Materals enumerated in Clause 8.1 ol the ITB a the address given 
Below staring on 26 July 2008 until 28 July 2006 from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
ороп paymant of a non-rtundeble lae ol One Thousand US Dollars (USS1,000.00) 
‘The mode of payment shall be cash or managers check. The Bidding Materials. 
Shall be recotved by the interested parties themselves or their duly authorized 
Tepreseniatve. Only those interested parties who purchased the Bidding Materials 
hal be allowed to participate in Phase 2 (Pre-Qualiication Phase) ol he bidding 
process lor the Transaction as “Bidders” 

"The Bidders shall submit the Elbity Documents enumerated in Cause 11.1 
ola ТВ to he Committee in accordance wiin Cisuse 12o! he TB al he address 
‘Given below no later han 2:00 pm. of 11 August 2005. The Commitee shall 
Infor the Bidders no later inan 25 August 2006 # the sald Bidders have pro- 
(allied and are окоро to pariciato in Phase 3 (Bidding Phase) о! те bidding 
Broces lor the Transaction. Only those Bidders who have pre-qualiied and are 
Seemed eigibie lo рапорте in Phase 3 (Bidding Phase) ofthe bidding process 
by the Commitee shall be alowed to ите participete in Phase 3 (Bidding Phase) 
© the bidding process as “Qualiled Bidders" Lale submission o! the Elgibilty 
Documents shaa not be accepted. 

"The Pre-Bid Conference is scheduled a! 2:00 p.m. on 27 September 2006 at 
а place ю be announced later. 

‘Qualified Bidders must submit their Bid Proposals complant wiih Clause 19 
ч the ITB lo he Commitee in accordance with Giauso 21 ofthe ITB no iter han 
2:00 p.m. of 24 October 2006 at a place o be announced iater. Lale submission 
= Bid Proposals shal not be accepted. 

The MWSS reserves he right to accept ог reject апу Bid Proposals, to annul 
the bidding process, and to rejec ай Bid Proposals at anytime prior 1o the award ol 
the Transecton to the winning bidder, without thereby incurring any парну ю tho 
affected bidder or beers 

The MIWSS assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to compensate or indemnily 
interested partes and/or bidders lor any expense incurred in he preparation ol 
their applications and bids, 


(508) OSCAR L GARCIA 
Charman 
MWSS Special Bids and Awards Commitee 
‘Ground Floor, Engineering Building 
MWSS Compound, Katipunan Road, 
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NOTICE OF HEARING 
jest sa qarson Centen Рах Comes sa 2 
oe Sev Deae 
Тарт d toneounes we ток d 0а PASS OTY $ 
CK MAG env ca ta cord ONE (t эе Cte а 
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Aene tratarse Y INNAN нео, 
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ШОТ эйэ od raten teet де шушы 
rerepa suom 
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O This Beachfront 
Condominium 
projects looking 
orco developer 
contractor w! funding 
capability to putup 
buildings. 

LocatedinLe-union, 
near Poro point. 

eidealfor local 
foreign retirees, 

(011 buildings tobe 
putuptwith 5070 
nits per building) 

st building 
currently on-going 
construction. 

‘Local and international 
marketis readily 
available. 
бодаи, Paak 

(0917) 791-3714 

(0917) 535-1387 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
'BOARD OF INVESTMENTS 
Incusty & invosimoris Butong 
mmes om 385 GILL Puyat Avenuo 
Makai Cty. Phipps 
Tol Nos. 897-56-82 / 890-13-32. Fax 895-09-22 


NOTICE 
Notices hereby von that mo appication o С.Р. 
FLORICULTURAL CORPORATION win accross ai 


THECOVENANT signing between PALSCON (Philippine 
Association of Local Service Contractors) and DOLE 
(Department of Labor and Employment) held during 
Palscon general membership meeting, June 15 at The 
Legend Villas, Mandaluyong City. Shown from left: DOLE- 
NCR Regional Director Ricardo S. Martinez Sr., Palscon 
President, lawyer Giovanni Н. Melgar and Palscon Vice- 
President Rafael Chico, 


Sankanan. Manolo Fortich, Bukidnon. lor 
egasaton wih tne Board oi inosimonts under Book. 
Те Отто investments Coco о! 1987. otherwso 
known as E О 226. as Amondod. as New Export 
Producer of Listanthus and other Cutiowers ata 
сарәслу of 1.2 milion stems per year and win base 
ot operations at Barangay Kalugmanan, Manolo 
Fortich. Bukidnon = has boon oficaly accepled on 
Di duns 2008 end s curonty bong processed 

Any person with vad objactons 19 or portineni 
‘comments on по bove monscned appicanon may Ho 
sor objecton, in wrung and under oath wah me 
Board ol investments wann ono (1) wok lom the dato 
‘ltrs pubacaton 

(Sod. DENNIS R. MIRALLES 
socio 
invosimont Assistance Department 


WE BUY 
at HIGH PRICE 
ROLEX 
MIS & HERS Watch Center 
GoldCrest Bldg. 
Glorietta? 
5646593 5857041 
0917-8473744 


moa 
1972535 Doct 900908. 
acit» Ра тема 

Gr Arum Вид. Makati 
As. Мааа Cay 
adsense 
pod 
St Anthonys Beg. 
Aurora Bi, Quezon City 
12800915 Fax 929011 
вишта, 
Manastayong Cy 
E3516 87224: 
SEZER « Ри 0350220 
Qr Teeny вир. 

(006 TM Кизи St, Mantia 
5273042 + Бнз 
5276957- Fax 5280213 


PASADENA VILLAS 
paperaren diaa 
Pe ore Tg 


"Republ o ho Philpoinos 
SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 
East Avenue, Ойтал, Quezon Cy 
Tel Nos. (632) 820-6401 > (832) 920-6446 
Emak manter roistona Qus ooh «Web sto кар нин sss govph 


NOTICE 


Please gel in touch with tha Moribers Assistance Cenler, Social Secuily 
System (355). East Avenue, Diliman, Quezon Git or al any SSS оов nearest 
your place of residonce and fle your death benolt сат within 90 days upon 
Poblicalln, i you are: 

MAME OF ast киин 
BENEFICIARIES ADDRESS 
‘Grice L.Abendato 858 P Gomez St 

Tatan ly 
[m 


MAME OF 
55S MEMBER 
Pedro C. Abendaño 
S506 03740364 
TPburco Abraham 
550023183002 

2981 Sto. St Carmona, Virginia Acosta 
Maat y 35! 
pe Zenon Besada, 
Easten Samar 550313 
m Paredes Campo 
Зоол 
Reynaldo Carlos 
Ке 
Nestor, Саров 
эзи! 7824 
Romulo D. Delavin 
560021083977 
‘Nero Dolendo 
[o 


February 24,2006 


dealin Abraham Seplonbe42000 


Danilo Acosta Nowambor7, 2005, 


Г Jogos 28, 2008, 


Calvi. Campo. November 16,2005 


Pe Var изэ. Saas, анте. 
Bacoor, Саме 

Rosalinda Сийтлал 202 Е Tuazon, 
Е Navotas, Raa! 
EmyDemWn Unknown 
Eron Dein 


Lyda Franco 


Fran 24, 206 
Janary 14,2008 


тези Puido Comp. 
Parit, Panapaan, 


Docontor 30,2005 


10) Corazon Tuaian Jesus Dolon 
por 
Adriano M. Etondez 
50030018734 


Docombor 2005, 


11) Mis ttageayang March 28, 2006, 


12) Manue! Flores ша Fores 
poil 
18) VitdionO.Gsbo SISM Nisi, Еко. Gabo 
Nevias Met Nania 5500321058820 
1) Raina TELTMeSL, Roberto A. Garda 
Matapays Garcia Sa Cazlagra  SSA-546891-1 
15) Norma Cable Hade Limaran Gregorio Hade 
Gregorio Hade, dr. CamarasSu 550002706 
18 Meloy ало Усс vardo lano 
‘55037301669 
BagongPagasa, Raymundo Mapili 
San Rogo k Pagasa. OC 651133059684 
incu. Venusto Marcelo 
S5006-005591-1 
Edison N. Nacario 
pnm) 
КИЕЗ 
55032301230 
Amadeo 3. Paladin 
55002760038 
Pedrito O. Rayos 
pod 
dose A. айо 
55065601740. 
Soledad Revita 
55002129017 
Meloni Briones Sabodo October, 2004 
552000012 
Pedro батыьа 
pr] 
dero B. Tanay 
poe 
Lo Taya 
0 
Rodrigo B. Vlanueva 
p" 
30) Sota Ошо Yumang Mandaluyong Cty Ruben M. Yumang 


-Noting oes» 


Oter 19, 2005 
Mareh 12,2006 
Mar, 2008 
December, 2005, 
Decanber25, 2004 


17) Camel мари March 20,2006 


1) морони Mojica arch 21,2005 


19) vanete tones Caloocan Oliy Jti. 
20 Monchio B. Lapuz Bgy So Nina 
Dasmarnas, Cavie 
21) Aber, Me ОС 
эла Antonio Paladin 
22) Gabriel Rayos 
Juan igual Rayos 
23) Teresa Tres Roo Uclnown 


nua 12,204 
мам, 

9 jg tà 208 
Sear 2006 


24) Melhor Revita Vinzon, 


Camarines None 
апо 


March, 2006 
25) Dave oro 


20 Gregoria Caniedo баштал, Neg. Or gust 22, 1997 

Z7) Apia Presado Tanay Sey Sia Cruz, Bato. 
Conasnes Sr 

Pangan 

Arpaio. Ras 

29 Arena Vlonwera 355 Maysen Ré. 


duy 28,2001 


26) Victoria Tayab pa 10,2005 


Detenter 1 2005 


May 2, 208 


(704-3 1.208, 


С.І. | APPRAISER 


Financing Company needs Credit Investigator/Appraiser, not 
more than 35 years old, college graduate preferably BSCE or 
BSArch. Send detailed Resumé with references and recent 2x2 
photo, Transcript of Records and other credentials to С.Р.О. Вох 
1981, Makati City. 


NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION 
OF 
P-FOUR, INC. 


Notice is hereby given that P-FOUR, INC. will file with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission a Certificate of 
‘Amendment of Articles of Incorporation shortening Its corporate 
life to April 30, 2005. 


Any person who may have a claim against said corporation 
may present the same to the undersigned at c/o ALPAP 1 Bldg. 
5th Floor, 140 LP. Leviste Street Salcedo Village, 1227 Makati 
City. 

This announcement serves as notice to all parties concerned 
of the dissolution of said Company. 


(608) ALELI MILITSALA-BONIOL 
Corporate Secretary 


P-FOUR, INC. 
амирине 1.2006) 


CENTRAL PANGASINAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Зап Carlos City, Pangasinan 
ты. # (075) 532-2222 / (075) 832-3148 


INVITATION TO BID 


“Ths CENTRAL PANGASINAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE. INC (CENPELOO) wih cto ads 
m paana S1 Sen Gatos Cay Pargasnan i oed ol a донад ron та! manas эла 
Sicesores ior лое ang Bray бдона, 
MATERIAL DESCRIPTION 

tanta Drawn Copper Wee 

тна am Copper Veo 

Coppe Rod. ЫЕ x Р. 

Gaono Maistor Tea Comacton 40-40 

Canosa Mor Cross Connection 40-40 

ones No tor Too Cornocion 40-10 

Соно мок Соро Wao & Ground od 

Clone Poma Too Comnacton 40-40 

aces Pondo ior Cross Сопсоо 

Canais Powdor or Сорри Wan Grow Rod 

Tomares Lug Comp Tor 0 ng bara 10 ud size 

Je Тетла So Coppor 3 х8 du. 

Wan bronzo osa roura а soo wi 

Ground cama lo Ай сару wi 
Разза sub beret lor o supply and dover cl a above tona on or blo 200 PM 
Tons Jon nea ZOOG (йодо) a CENPELCO man lico wren you iwi ba opo 
"gos pescar Pu you opseramot. 
equ luper to etudo in your зови sproosals по delivery dae, terms ol payment, 
rstsbaty o stock warrariy perd, bran an cer speciales lt рђаво posa 
hese sia BO BOND equi wo adore tal росон (2 2^) c oct pcos 
тоша и managers chock ordi utt bond mus o ома toe poor (I) olo 
‘ats poco Dras proposats suom зори ва poche tà and na wi obo accepted. 
CENPELCO RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS. WAVE ANY OF THE 
REQUIRED FORMALITY THEREIN AND ACCEPTS THE BIOS ONLY DEEMED MOST 
[ROVANTAGEOUS TO THE COOPERATIVE. 
(Sud) RODRIGO F.CORPUZ 
FBAC vA 

Noted by: 
оол ENGR. EDGARDO R PIAMONTE 


ола Онро Supawear 
guae cin 208) eon 
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HALFWAY THROUGH A BUSY 
year, have you dreamt of taking a 
well-deserved break? How about 
a relaxing day or two in an ele- 
gantly furnished room, a spa treat 
for two, while the kids are frolick- 
ing at the outdoor swimming 
pool, or a romantic dinner over- 
looking the city lights of the 
metropolis? All these you can do 
at City Garden Hotel Makati, 
without the hassle of long drives, 
traffic, and exorbitant prices. 

First, check-in to one of its well- 
appointed guest rooms that come 
for as low as P1,450 per person on 
twin-sharing basis. This already in- 
cludes a sumptuous buffet break- 
fastat the Le Jardin. 

After check-in, try out their ful- 
ly-equipped gym and sauna or 
take a dip in their open-air swim- 
ming pool at the Roofdeck. Or 
better yet, you may opt to explore 
nearby Powerplant Mall at Rock- 
well or Glorietta Mall for some 
shopping. 

For those craving for some 
Japanese treats, try City Garden 
Hotel Makati'son-goingfoodpro- number ^ 1-800-101-GARDEN 
motion entitled, “Taste of Japan", (427336), or at www.citygarden- 


offering delectable sushi and hotels.com b 


Acoustic night at Café Astoria 

NOW THAT THE COOLER WEATHER IS HERE, CAFÉ ASTORIA IS THE PERFECT PLACE TO 
chill out. Listen to the soothing sounds of the different bands and appreciate some good food, 
good beer and good company. All you can drink Draft Beer for only P290++ from 6 p.m. to 8 
p.m., Monday to Saturday. 5+ 1 on all local beers for only P380+ + from 6 p.m. onwards from 
‘Mondays to Saturdays. For information, please visit Astoria Plaza at No. 15 J. Escriva Drive, 
(formerly Amber Avenue) Ortigas Business District, Pasig City or call 687-1111. 


Waterfront Hotel Indulgence 2006 


WITH THE OVERWHELMING 
success of Waterfront Hotels & 
Casinos’ Indulgence program, 
the countrys largest Filipino- 
owned Hotel chain is now 
gearing up for another round 
of irresisible offerings. "With 
the relaunch of Indulgence 
2006, guests now have the 
chance to relive and enjoy deli- 
cious perks and generous dis- 
counts in any of the four Water- 
front Hotels & Casinos across 
the country” delivers WHC 
corporate sales and marketing 
director Joey Bernardino, 
МИНСЕ Indulgence pro- 
gram 2006 has an added 
perk: It now includes in its ex- 
panding roster of properties 
their newest acquisition, the 
newly renovated and re- 
vamped Manila Pavilion Ho- 
tel. “Indulgence is a celebra- 
tion of 4 hotels with 1 book- 
Jet,” says Bernardino. Another 


at Dusit Hotel Nikko 


sashimi, appetizing soups and 
salads, and mouth-watering Tem- 
pura, Yakitori, Teppanyaki, Gyo- 
don and Teriyaki. 

After a day of fun activities, try 
the Bamboo Bliss, a signature Spa 
package at the newly opened 
Bamboo Massage & Spa at the 
Upper Penthouse, or a facial 
treatment for two for a relaxing 
and rejuvenating retreat. The 
Bamboo Bliss starts with an aro- 
matherapy whirlpool bath fol- 
lowed by a full body scrub and 
finished with a highly relaxing 
massage. 

For dinner, do not miss the 
Roofdeck Ваг & Grill. Offering 
sumptuous grilled specialties and 
appetizers, it has the best view of 
the metropolis at night. A great 
way to end a great day! 

For more details, City Garden 
Hotel Makati is located in 
Makati's restaurant strip at 7870 
Makati Avenue comer Kalayaan 
Avenue, Makati City. For reserva- 
tions or inquires, please call (02) 
899-1111, or its domestic гой free 
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Astoria Plaza 
$ 15, Escriva Drive, Ortigas Business District, Camp john Hay Manor 
dile ELTE үер 
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City Garden Suites 
иза Matini St. erm, Manta 
este ast Fox 524-4044 
Балогат бураса com 


х CSB HOTEL 


тыва?! Pax 910-0370 
кто les@areraziara com 
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City Travel Hotel 
NET Rood, Baguio Ciy, 
ты. (074) 45.0456) Fan 74) 445-0457 


Diamond Hotel Philippines 
Cor De], Quito St Rovas Sv 
Ча. GÀ) S28 3000 Fax $6 2255 


Esa Shama 
, on Edta Shaner Monia, 
Garden rier Mania 
Kc 
d 


Aralan Ave. cor Енг St Maine, Marila 
"(63 40 3853 Fax 4007401 


is Center, 1223 Maka Ciy Ры. 
3313 Ema алатда com 
Papias stem 
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Evercrest Golf Club Resort, Inc. 
‘in. 72 Sandso, Маро. 
TeL (0217 12-9293 1098 


(02) 712-0099 
Manita Sales Ойсе 733-2620733.9955 


Executive Plaza Hotel. 
1630A Mabn Se, Маме, Manila 
Чы 527-000 515-4979 
тык ses@enecutrepasanotel com. 
‘wor xecutveplaahote com 
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Golden Pine Hotel and Restaurant 
tersecton of Carino Stand ере 
Road Bague Ск 
ты (014/44 5970 1 71710-8975) 
Fax. (074 446-0704 
mat gldenpnahote@sint net 
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Hotel Veniz 
No. Abanao Sc Baguio Cry 
"t (074 446-0700 w03 

Fax (074) 46-0704 
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Garden Plaza Hotel & Suites 
103) Belen St- Paco, Mania 
ты (63212248357 os (632) 522-4840 


Grand Regal Hotel Davao 
een Dano Ory 
kigen 35 дев! am 2043058 
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INTERCONTINENTAL. 

Intercontinental Manila 

T Ayal Avenue, Makau Cry 
КП 


tel & casino Mactan’s UNO 
and in Manila Pavilion Hotels 
newly re-opened Seasons. 

Indulgence 2006 booklets 
are limited in supply and its 
vouchers are valid ир го Dec. 
31. For inquiries and reserva- 
tions, one may call the Wat 
front Hotels & Casinos Manila 
Sales and Reservations Office 
at (02) 687-0888, Waterfront 
Cebu City Hotel & Casino at 
(032) 232-6888, Waterfront 
Airport Hotel Casino Mactan 
at (032) 340-4888, Manila 
Pavilion Hotel at (02) 526- 
1212 and Waterfront Insular 
Hotel Davao at (082) 233- 
2881. Interested parties may 
avail of Indulgence 2006 
booklets at the Front Offices 
and Business Centers of the 
four Waterfront Hotels & Casi- 
тоз, Manila Sales and Reser- 
vations Office and Accredited 
‘Travel Agencies. 


added premium is a new fea- 
ture for 2006: Instead of the 
5+1 promo in previous years, 
this years’ Indulgence will fea- 
ture value for money and a 
straight up rate of just 
P10,000 each! Each booklet 
entitles the bearer to 4 over- 
night room accommodations, 
translating to one over-night 
stay in any of the following 
hotel properties of their 
choice: Waterfront Cebu City 
Hotel & Casino and Water- 
front Airport Hotel & Casino 
Mactan, both located in Cebu 
City; Waterfront Insular Hotel 
Davao and Manila Pavilion 
Hotel. Moreover, the booklet 
also holds one additional 
voucher that entitles guests to 
а delicious complimentary 
buffet for one person for every 
4 paying guests in Waterfront 
Cebu City Hotel & Casino's 
UNO, Waterfront Airport Ho- 


FIFA WORLD CUP 


= 2006 
mom күр ашыды 
emus mp о Kickoff о а great soccer adventure with World 
Cup 2006 Mania © The Bellevue Manila. 
Starting June 10, catch the FIFA World Cup 
Germany 2006 live via satellite at The Bellevue. 
Hotel's 20/20 Sports Bar. Be in the thick of the 
action with the full surround speakers and 
TVs while enjoying your favourite 
drink! A basketful of sweet fruits іп season on 
top of a creamy cake, Passion Fruit Charlotte 
Cake, is The Bellevue Hotel's Cake of the 
Month for june. Treat yourself to slice upon 
slice of heaven with this delicately made cake 
that's as marvelous a treat for the eyes asit is 
to the palate. For inquiries, сай 771-8181. 


‘A Day for Dads’ 


urea Engano Road, Lapa Lagu Cebu 
кыа 
тузеу a com 


OMNIA 
PAVILION 
Mania Pavilion Hotel 
UN ence, Erma Manda, 1000 
TeL. (632) 326 Ил (632) 526-2552 
Sanr mandapavbon com p. 


Oakwood Premier Ayala Center 
Ech Foor Glories 4, Ayala Contr. 


Matas Ooy Metro Mania 
зы 022075988800 8101 Fac: (632) 


4... Mandarin Onental Mania 
Paseo de боз cor Makan Ave. Maas Cy 
"i 750.0008. 
vewwomancariorentsl com 


Renaissance Makati Cy Hotel 
‘speranza St cor mala Ave Paia Ciy 
TeL Bi адо 61777 
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roo 


Рат Plaza Hotel 
Fedro Са corner M Adraneo s Mani 
EUN Fac 55-03 
warn palmglazahonel com 
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Royal Mand 
ira tse бозосу. 
Ta i Sedan 2) 5.1088 


Hotel 


Pearl Farm Beach Resort 
Каракат ind Garden, Cty al Sama 
Ча (002) 221-9700 73 
snis (02) 750-1896 Fx (082) 221-9979 


SOMERSET 
Somerset Salcedo, Makati, 
ну. диз Coma Se. cor LP Lesta Sts 
Salcedo lap. 1227 Malau Ску 
"Tei b08- SEd ax 606-6655 
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DUSIT HOTEL NIKKO HONORS FATHERS 
with the ultimate treat on Fathers Day. On 
June 17 and 18, treat dad to a sumptuous 
meal offered in the hotel's authentic Asian 
specialty restaurants where he can get excit- 
ing perks and freebies. 

‘Avail of the special lunch and dinner buffet 
at The Café and partake on the best buffet se- 
lections in town. Benjarong, Benkay, Thien 
Duong, and Fiesta San Miguel offers sumptu- 


ous set menus for lunch and dinner fit for 
Kings, guaranteed to satisfy dad's appetite. 
Dads dining in any of the restaurants and 
availed of the Father's Day buffet and set 
menu offerings will be given special gift items 
from Suriya Spa and Rustan's Essenses. More- 
over, when you buy a bottle of wine for your 
dad, he will receive a special “alpha male kit” 
(limited offer only). 

Unwind and drink splendid wine while you 


nibble on luscious hors d'oeuvres amidst the 
relaxing ambience of the Lobby Lounge. 
Choose from an invigorating collection of red 
and white wines to recharge weary spirits and 
prep up your evening with fabulous friends, 
Heighten your senses with our Wine Buffet 
from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. for only P500++ per 
person. 

For inquiries and dining reservations, call 
867-3333. 
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Кыке 
Tu ent 0305 алт к-С. INSULAR LIFE BAGS READER’S DIGEST GOLD TRUSTED BRAND AWARD 

Insular Lite, the first and largest Filipino Life insurance 
company was adjudged as the Gold Awardee under the in- 
surance category for the second consecutive year in the 
Reader's Digest Trusted Brand Survey. Insular Life scored 
high in the survey's quantitative and qualitative scores, 
performing clearly above other brands. It placed ahead of 
competitors as more respondents identified Insular Lite 
as their insurance company of choice. On the other hand, 
the Company earned consumers’ nod in five key brand 
values: Quality, Value, Trustworthiness, Strong Image and 
Understanding of Customer Needs. The Reader's Digest 
Asla Trusted Survey is highly esteemed as its considered 
an accurate Index of consumer preference. Photo shows 
Insular Life chair of ће Board and CEO Vicente R. Ауйоп 
(Grd from left holding the Gold Trophy with Reader's DI- 
gest executives, (from left) Mark Cass, Reader's Digest 
(RD) Southeast Asia advertising director; Jim Plouffe RO 
editor-in-chief; Simon Cholmeley, RD regional advertising 
director; and Lilet Yan, RO sales director. 
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Waterfront Hotel Lahug 
гэй Dro, Labug Cebu Ci 
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Waterfront Hote! Mactan 
\ Airport Road, Lapu Lapu Ср. 6015 
тс?) 340 Baron 31) 340.3673 
Wrvewaterrontiote not 


Somerset Olympia, Макао, 
No. 7912 Makau Ave. 1220 Makai Ску 
"812-1010 Fac 018-9054 
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The Directors, Officers and Staff of 
@) ALLIED BANKING CORPORATION 


express their heartfelt sympathies to the family of 


SYLVIA CHAN LIM 


former Senior Vice President and Head of Treasury Division 


who passed away in the grace of our Lord on June 8, 2006 
in San Francisco, California, U.S.A. 


We join her family, relatives, friends, and pious readers 
in praying for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her body will lie in state at the Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Shrine - Parish 
5th St, Doña J. Rodriguez Avenue, New Manila, Quezon City 
on Friday, June 16, 2006. 


Е Mass will be on Wednesday, June 21,2006 at 9:00 ат. 
at the Chapels 7 to10, Mortuary and Crematory, 
The Heritage Park, Bayani Road, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig, Metro Manila. 
Interment will follow after the mass. 


In lieu of flowers, check donations may be accepted 
payable to The Cancer Institute Foundation, Inc. 


Ss 
JANINA MARIE SALINAS VELOSO 


Passed away in the grace of our Lord 
at the tender age of 13, on June 15, 2006. 


Her parents Junie and Nini; grandparents Remee R. 
Veloso, Vic and Nati Salinas; uncles Rico and Elli; aunt 
Blesie; great grandparents Pedro and Chit Madrinan; 
godparents, uncles, aunts, cousins, relatives and friends 
request your prayers for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at the Capilla Dela Virgen at 
Sanctuario de San Antonio, Forbes Park, Makati City. A 
funeral Mass will be held on Sunday, June 18, 2006 at 
2:00 p.m. Interment will follow at the Manila Memorial 
Park, Sucat, Parafiaque City. 
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Cn Roving Memory 
of 


ZOSIMO 
L. ANGAN 222, 


on his 

1* Death 
Anniversary 
on June 17, 2006 


Schedule of Masses 


St. Therese of the Child Jesus ............-- 
i Lahug, Cebu City 


f Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Parish ..... 

i Capitol Site, Cebu City 

1 Redemptorist Church ......... 

E Cebu City 

; Holy Spirit Parish 

E BF Homes, Quezon City 

| Sto. Nino de la Paz Parish ...... 
Greenbelt, Makati City 


! Sanctuario de San Antonio Chapel .... 
Forbes Park, Makati City 


San Isidro Labrador Parish .. 
Greenland Subdivision, Marikina 
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His family requests relatives, friends and readers 
to remember him in their prayers. 


(Minerva бадо Chavez 


of Sagay, Negros Occidental 
and Alabang, Muntinlupa 


Joined her husband, Col. Ladislao Locsin Chavez, 
in God's kingdom on June 14, 2006 at age 82. 


Her children: 

Mila Wong; Frank & Jean; Jennifer & Bernie Quesnelle; 
Marilyn; Ladislao Jr. & Rosie; Minerva & Leoncio Duran Jr.; Lauris 
& Guada; Gwen & Magdy Youssef; Lister & Mimi; Samantha & 
Rino Que 


Her grandchildren: 

Anson & Aya; Angie & Chad; Katrina & Charles Bernard, 
Stephanie, Ingrid; Valerie; Chiqui & Jason, Shani & Jason, Jon Lad; 
Adrian Paul, Ruth Nicole; Mariel, Minerva Ann, Martin; Philip 
Anton; Mark Lister, Miguel Luis, Immanuel Lad, Victoria Isabel, 
Kristina Camille; Mark Allen, Marci Grace 


Our Dear Lord has called 
our dearest Mother 


Corazon P. Abalos 


1o join Him at the age of 84, 


GERONIMO 
“KA GERRY” К. KAMUS 


Retiree of United Laboratories, Inc. 


Peacefully joined his Creator. 
оп June 15, 2006 at the age of 74. 


His body lies in state at Doña Aurora. 
Chapel, Arlington East, Raymundo 
Ауе, Pasig, interment will be 
announced later. 


| һауе fought the 
=good fight, ә, 
Ѓпаҳе finished ^ 


the ráce/l have 
kept thé faith 


2 Tinnathy 4) 
үрчү» 


оп Thursday, 15th of June, 2006 
at 5:25 pm 
We, her children: Chita, Ramon, 
B 


grandchildren, brothers, sisters, in-laws 
and relatives request for your prayers for 
the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her body lies in the state of Funeraria 
Paz, Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


later, 


” absent from the body to be 
present with the Lord." 
2 Corinthians 5:8 


Her Great grandchildren: 
Nathan, Frank Ethan, Logan 


request friends and other relatives to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at Del Pilar Chapel, Funeraria Paz, 
Manila Memorial Park, Sucat, Parafiaque City. 


Interment will be on Tuesday, June 20, 2006 at 10:00 a.m. 
following an early Mass at the Del Pilar Chapel. 


eee 


Ae ees 


P] An obituary with a picture can be a fitting tribute to your departed loved oue. 
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OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 9 Copy of Death Cenificate 


Always caring.. © Any епийсаһов document (LD.) 


Im. c 


ENABLED BY: 
Gl. Бе 


SO 


Over the years GlobeSolutions 
has provided customized 
business solutions for a wide 
array of companies froma variety 
of industries. They are able to 
achieve this by continuously 
staying on the cutting edge of 
technology and working closely 
with their clients to develop 
products and services enabling 
large corporations to enhance and 
efficiently manage their current 
operations as well as increase 
their revenue potentials and 
productivity. 


Machine to Machine 
communication or M2M is one of 
the cutting edge applications that 
GlobeSolutions has been 
working on together with 
partners. GlobeSolutions has 

| successfully applied it to 

automatic inventory updates. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER — 
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Pay@Table service for an 
upscale coffee and 
restaurant chain, a business 
solution that uses a wireless 
POS terminal brought to 
the customers table. The 
customers credit card is 
then swiped and the 
transaction receipt printed 
out for the customer's 
signature without the need 
for the credit card to leave 
his sight. The entire 
transaction done via GPRS 
takes only 3 seconds 
making card payments 
faster, more convenient, 
and more secure. 


Another example of how 
GlobeSolutions works as 
an enabler is when a 
banking corporation 
needed to provide their 


The i8200 mobile terminal that uses GPRS/GSM to make credit card transactions almost anywhere. 


Developed for a client that has a 
nationwide network of outlets, 
this solution allowed the 
inventory of all remote offices to 
be linked to the head office for real 
time updates and information, 


GlobeSolutions also partners with 
application developers and 
equipment suppliers such as 
Ingenico to provide clients with 
innovative business solutions on 
the forefront of technology. 


Ingenico is the world's number 
one Electronic Funds Transfer 
Point-of-Sale (EFTPOS) terminal 
manufacturer, Established in 
1980, the French company has 
shipped over 10 million terminals 

| to 90 countries worldwide. It was 
only natural that GlobeSolutions 
would partner with them to 
provide payment solutions for a 

| variety of clients, 


| In fact, GlobeSolutions together 
with Ingenico and Merchant 
Express, has spawned the 


credit card holders with 
transaction capabilities even in 
far-flung areas that may not have 
access to phone lines. Enter 
GlobeSolutions with wireless 


(CUSTOMIZED Corporate оцтом 


tions 


making great things possible for business 


GlobéSolutions is the enabler connecting 
Corporations, Clients and Businesses 


data access networks like GPRS, 
EDGE, 3G and 3.5G (HSDPA) 
Combined with Ingenico 
terminals, this wireless access 
gave the bank the capability to 
process payments and other 
business transactions beyond the 
limits of a traditional fixed-line 
set-up. This means that stores and 
restaurants such as high class 
restaurants in Tagaytay and gas 
stations in remote locations all 
across the Philippines can now 
start accepting card payments 
where this was not possible 
before. This solution is also ideal 
for a delivery service business, 
allowing customers the ability to 
swipe their credit cards at their 
very own doorstep. 


А banking corporation's wider 
reach, Merchant Express' 
Pay@Table and Pay@Door their 
services are just several 


| 
examples of howl 
GlobeSolutions can implement 
an application like M2M to help 
businesses expand their 
storefront, enhance customer 
servicing and improve 
efficiency. Their alliance with 
Ingenico and service providers 
like Merchant Express only 
shows how GlobeSolutions is 
willing to team up with various 
partners to create the right 
solution that can change change 
the way companies do business 
forthe better. 


The face of business is changing. 
То stay in step with the times and 
one step ahead of competition, 
it's time to bring in new 
solutions. Find out what 
GlobeSolutions can do for your 
company. Call 730-1999 to find 
outhow. 
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and its partners enable 
credit card payments 
at your clients doorstep 
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Ecija power 
facilities 
to be sold ` 


By Abigail L. Но 


THE POWER SECTOR ASSETS AND LIABILI- 
ties Management Corp. (PSALM) is keen on. 
auctioning off the 112-megawatt (MW) 
Pantabangan-Masiway hydropower facilities 
after the wholesale electricity spot market 
(WESM) goes into commercial operation. 

PSALM president Nieves Osorio, however, 
did not give a firm date on when the plant 
package would be placed on the auction 
block. 

“Since it’s a peaking plant, we want (to bid 
it out) after the start of the operation of the 
spot market. But the really serious investors 
want (the bidding) this year," she said. 

1а September last year, PSALM operied the 
bidding for the Pantabangan-Masiway facilities, 
both located in Nueva Ecija, via published bid 
invitations that said interested parties could 
submit letters of intent (LOIs) until Oct. 12. 

Only entities that have submitted LOIS for 
the plant package would be allowed to partic- 
ipate in the bidding process. 

Interested bidders will have to sign confi- 
dentiality agreements with PSALM and pay a 
nonrefundable participation fee of $1,000 to 
be able to secure bidding packages that will 
contain the bidding procedures for the assets. 

The pre-bid conference for the Pantaban- 
gan-Masiway plants was held last Oct. 19. In- 
terested investors were allowed to conduct 
due diligence on the hydro facilities from Oct. 
3toNov. 25. 

Bidders will also be required to post bid se- 
curities worth $2 million for the Pantaban- 
gan-Masiway plants in the form of an irrevo- 
cable letter of credit from a local bank. 

PSALM had said in its bid invitations that it 
would announce the exact date of the bidding 
ata later date. But no announcements had yet 
been made. 

‘At present, PSALM is working on the priva- 
tization of the 600-MW Calaca coal-fired 
power plants, which had already gone 
through two failed biddings, and the 25-year 
National Transmission Corp. concession, 


MWSS issues bid. 
requirements for 
west concession 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


THE GOVERNMENTRUN METROPOLITAN 
Waterworks and Sewerage System (MWSS) 
in July will issue the prequalification require- 
ments for companies vying for its 83.97 per- 
cent stake in west concessionaire Maynilad 
Water Services Inc. 

MWSS Deputy Administrator Macra Cruz 
said companies interested in taking part in 
the auction would have until September to 
submit the pre-qualification documents 

“We would like to give them enough time to 
study the terms of reference the Maynilad 
Board has recently approved,” Cruz said. 

“The MWSS is curently seeking proposals from 
qualified private companies, who will be awarded. 
the right to subscribe to Maynilad shares. 

The winning bidder will take over and con- 
tinue operations of the west zone for the re- 
maining years of the 25-year concession. 

However, according to the Terms of Refer- 
ence, the winning bidder will also have to as- 
sume Maynilad's obligations under the Debt 
and Capital Restructuring Agreement. 

‘According to the terms drafted by ABN- 
‘Amro Bank ММ, interested parties may form a 
consortium for the purpose of participating in 
the selection process. 

Interested parties should submit a letter of 
interest, confidentiality agreement, and a 
pre-qualification security bond worth 
$100,000, to be issued as an irrevocable 
standby letter of credit, 

‘The winning bidder will have the option to 
secure the 16-percent equity equivalent to 
236 million shares held by French firm Lyon- 
naise Asia Water (Holdings) Pte, Ltd., and 
Metrobank and Trust Company's 524,000 
shares equivalent to 0.03 percent. 
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By Tessa R. Salazar tions run smoothly, the more in- cret weapon, and would earn Ay- of managing properties are all Se чы e 
visible a property administrator ala the most trusted Philippine world-class. @) (S) @ © 
HERE HAS BEEN AN IN- апа his team in the facility man- real estate developer. Irlanda has а CFM after his TE 
creased dependenceonía- agement become. ‘APMC has three ISO certifica- пате, and is a certification given M SC NOTA Demo е 
Glities mamagement--the Says Irlanda: “Its a thankless tions: quality management, еп. by the international facilities 
globally accepted term for sucha job. The main objective is to de- ronmental management and management association. Being а 
US. Property owners nowadays light the customer. Ina particular health and safety. That means CFM means going through а rig- 
prefer to be relieved of the day- building there areathousandand APMC's practices are world-class. огош screening process. randa 
Tay operations of their build- опе things that сап go wrong, ISO certifications also mean that is the first and only Filipino with a 
ings зо that they can focus on and they normally do. (That$) the documentation and practices “CFM” to his name. 
their core businesses, Thus, the Murphys Law. And when that 
“dirty” job is relegated or given to thing hits the fan, it's always the 
property professionals. facilities management guy that 
While the buildings are tech: көш ruoli $ 
nologically advancing in terms of Irlanda is quick to add that the 
equipment, there's more profes- people have seen the facilities | : TM 
Shad loeis on how to miim management through time. GENTLESKYLINES 
facilites. “The value is enhanced and 
One facilities management preserved over time. You don't 
group is Ayala Property Manage- see an Ayala-developed building 
fent Corp, which is not just in- that is decrepit or rundown. This 
volved in the design and the im- із largely because APMC ensures 
plementation stage of the build. that the value of the property ap- 
{ngs but is also consulted on what _preciates over time,” he says. 
works welland what can beeasily “Anything and everything that — M 
maintained. APMC provides in- Ayala develops, APMC operates. енн. 
puts even during the design stage Ве it commercial center opera- 
of construction. tions, office building, residential 
‘APMC is also part of testing buildings, condominiums, subdi- 
and commissioning of equipment visions, industrial parks, water 
prior to operations. This team systems, parking—its being tak- 
Sees to it that before a building is en care of by one company 
turned over to the owners ofcon- APMC,” Irlanda says. 
dominiums, or prior to mall oper- "Мете the only management 
ations, equipment such as eleva- company that has heavy parking 
tors are running and stress-test- operations. We have close to 
ed. Testing includes running the 13,000 parking slots," he says. 
equipment for over 24 hours to irlanda says that his team is al- 
make sure there is ample time for so into waterworks, parking, 
adjustments and repairs. ‘commercial centers, building op- 
‘So how doesit feel to be ontop erations, billing collection sys- 
оға company that needs to main- tems of Laguna Technopark and 
tain reputation? 6750, among other things. 
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Thankless job Secret weapon 
Raul M. Irlanda, president of But it is also APMC's facilities 
‘APMC, says that the more opera- management that becomes a se- 
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Giving condo layout 
a fresb look 


By Charles E. Buban breathing space, givesits owners 
more interior design options and 
YOUNG PROFESSIONALS, more important, privacy. г жем x 3, 
startup families and even first — In the case of One Sapphire CROWN Presidio New Manila, City-centered 
time home buyers wil likly be unis, the bedroom, areas are living. Only CrownAsia's radar puts you right in the 
attracted to condominium living. placed in the upper level, sepa- ane a à T 
donde ated from the Бла, dining and center of Mega Manila; high style, high rise living in 
than single-family detached kitchen area by a short flight of the heart of Quezon City. 
homes, buying a condo unitfor stairs. 
this particular set В. buyers is a € value the privacy of our p > re Near Greenhills, Araneta Center and Libis. On 
pee кат Жары какы юы кы кш Main Avenue, just a zip away from Greenhills and 
buying a house а dum being of the home in the upper level Horseshoe! Only minutes away is EDSA witha 
convenient u-turn back to Araneta Center via Main 


located in highly favorableloca- we also employed acoustic- u 
tions (like near or within busi- friendly walls and floorings so Avenue or via Bonny Serrano past White Plains to 
Libis. 


mess districts, shopping and that the sound coming from 
Técrearional centers), a lot of downstairs and even those from 
condominiums built nowadays the neighboring units are much 
also come with attractive more muted,” sheadded. 
amenities including swimming Although a bilevel layout is no 
pool, gym, playground for chil- longer new in condominium 
Gren, Snack bas, uninterrupted projects, One Sapphire is among 
Water supply, a centralized sys- the very few that employed the 
tem for garbage disposal and layout toal its unis. 
Collection as well as 24-hour se- . Modelunitsare now available 
curser оа for viewing within the project | 
“Gne Sapphire Condominium site. Or 
is no different from the rest. Located on Dr: Jose R. Fabella i позно Groat Dente For as low A 88) 200-00 поо 
However, while а lot of condo road (near the comer of Celia | } vier choose your option: No downpayment or no interest 
unis are available in single level seet), One Sapphire is just a 
layouts, the developers of One few meters from the Mandaluy- 
Sepphite decided to construct а ong City Hall or a short drive 
Sachorybuiding with ай йз units away from the Makati CBD (via 


having bilevel layout,” said Rene- P Burgos extension and Makati | © f 9 
iyn Tan, operations manager of avenue) or Ortigas Center (via | t'y ROWN S I A 
RJ Lhinet Development Corp. Boni avenue and Pioneer). 


One Sapphire bevel unis “This makes our condo pro- 
are available in one-bedroom ject all the more attractive. Be- | |j VO i 
(33.59 sq m), two-bedroom ingin an urban location offers Your homeof choice. 
(72.32 sq m) ог three bedroom more lifestyle variety, stores, 
(78.87 sq m) layouts with prices restaurants, movie theaters, SUO 
ranging from PL2 million to entertainment and activities 
P3.7 million. that suburban life doesn't offer. For property preview, please call: Гә Гете] AM 

oreore cenena non 


i And another big plus—these | 889 pis * 
More privacy Amenities and services can be 889-5560 / 889-2850 / 889-5805 


“Tan explains that abilevellay- accessed with little driving," 
out provide residents more sheassured. SREP BRIE DA ate i ener rere 


E 


Your home becomes your bedroom. 
The city, your living and dining room! 


Amenities to ease the stress. Community home 
theater, game room, event place, lincar park, sun deck, 
meditation garden and concessionaire-leased 
commercial areas / convenience shops, fitness gym, 
laundromat 


ааа AY 


or low amortization plans. 


visit www.crownasia.com.ph 


Swrovek uPVC DEEP WELL 


9 CASING & SCREEN 
С, васса 


ушыш: 


eurovok building solutions, Inc. 


100% WATERPROOF 


Flexseal 


Elastomeric Paint 
in the Philippines 


Available in 27 colors “2 
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Revitalizing the home 


THE SMART CHOICE IN LAMINATE & POLYCARBONATE | 


SSonnensiock. POLIART? 


ГЕ сс аэ 
SUPER POLYCARBONATE SHEET 


For Skylight Roofing é-laminatl® 


D. ECONOMICAL LAMINATES 


ABC 

Wate BOARD LAMINATES 

Quscar* 

Обол PANELS 
MULTI-GLOBAL MARKETING | 


з DUnon Bp. Shon vs Marsares 


home 


Outstanding 
Flexibility & 
Elongation! 


UNIVERSAL 22222 
PAINT ~ + 


‘Specifications. _ 
sPower input: 350W 
domm 
uminum: 13 rim. 


Dring, 


Bosch Drill / Screwdriver 
GBM 350 RE Professional 


AVAILABLE IN: 


AF. Subic Holiday Villas 


ibic 


A Well planned Leisure and Luxury Living 
Resort Condominium 


A newly constructed leisure and retirement village at the heart 
of Subic Bay Freeport Zon 


апа best of all, аы. 


OREIGN NATIONAL: 


Brokers and Agents aro Wolcoma! 
For inquiries. 
Landline n. 
‘Mobilo nos.: Myra Не 
‘Email: Inlog@sublcholidayvias.com / U.S.A. contact no.: 61 
| site Address: George Daway Convention Contor Complex, Kalayaan 
aS Im = ‘Suble Bay Freeport Zone, 


FREE 


2 pes Bosch 1 pc Bosch 
Screwdriver Bits Тоо! Вох 


Pram rans ran nune 15, 2005 
пааша 2008 m seed 
коле tres пали 


GBM 350RE 


Screwariving 


| © BOSCH 


Invented for life 


MANILA: IRIS COMMERCIAL: (02] 733-4629; KIMGOLD INDUSTRIAL (02) 281-4671; ONE MAN MERCHANDISE (02) 233-9298, 


PANDA CONSTRUCTION SUPPLY (02) 242615 
364-0881, HARROWS INDUSTRIAL (02) 367-001 


WARE (02) 927-2642, ANONAS CONSTRUCTION (02) 922-7140, 


BELMONT - Mandaue City (032) 346-4268; 
сиу (032) эш 


'EBU BELMONT - Plaridel, Cebu City (032) 254-1454 
2920, DUMAGUETE: REJOICE HARDWARE (035) 422-6762: TACLOBAN: WASHINGTON TRADING (053) 321-2521. 
DIPOLOG CITY: М CONSTRUCTION (068) 2124 


CALOOCAN: 4TH ST. MARKETING (02) 366-2109; AIRTECH INDUSTRIAL (02) 
3, TOOLWIND PARTS & SERVICES (02) 967 6291. QUEZON CITY: AMITY HARD. 
CEBU: CEBU ATLANTIC - Cebu City (032) 261-4682, - CEBU 

CEBU PAINTERS Mandaue 


158. GENERAL SANTOS: SUPREME MERCHANT CORPORATION (083) 552 2761 


AMONG THE NON-ASIAN COUNTRIES, IT IS 
‘observed that living spaces are increasingly be- 
ing designed without a dedicated space for 
dining area nor a complete layout for a work- 
impen 

his reflects the changing lifestyle and cul- 
tural habits of individuals and families where 
dining is considered to be an activity that is pre- 
rogatively done at any time and at any place ог 
етеп extracted from the home to resort to dine- 
ош alternatives. 


Preserved family practices 
However, itis interesting to note that Filipino 
dients maintain a dif- —_—_______ 
ferent taste from this. 
There is actually а par- 
ticular eye for the din- 
ng ‘and kitchen areas as 
what we experienced in 
dealings with a consid- 
erable number of 
Чеш. A number of 
them specified how 
these areas are expect- 
ed to function in order 
to cater to their families’ 
particular activities and Marcos 
habits. A 
We aio ae 27 алаа Је 
who considered their kitchen to be the busiest 
place in the house. It was specified to be located 
proximate to the main entrance in order to 
readily welcome the family members who will 
be arriving from school or work. Nevertheless, 
this space remains to be discreetly situated 
away from view of guests and nonfamily mem- 
bers. In doing so, we still have to maintain its 
proximity to the stairway for convenience of ac- 
cess from the other parts of the house, especial- 
ly the bedrooms. > 
More than the living room, the kitchen and 
dining areas are considered in actual pr. e10 
be the two best settings for inter: 
togethers. Kitchens are being designe 
functionable and even sociable 
tending it to be a mere showcase. It is al: 
designed to be child-friendly in orde 
age participation of children 
home. Its proximity to the dining are 
logical consequence of the expec 
tation that the meal served 
to the families is an out- 
put of a dynamic kitchen 
activity rather than mere- 
ly provided by catering es- Е 
tablishments. 


LivING 
ARCHITECTURE 


Behavioral influence 
The dining areas play 2 
particular humanizing role in the home. Recent 
studies have supported the theory on children 
ought up with the habit of frequently taking 
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ly 
multifunctional kitchen, designed by Jim 
Krengel 
meals with the family especially with their par- 
cents. They were observed and found out to have. 
higher capacity to perform well in school, confi- 
dent, emotionally stable and with a greater 
promise of being fulfilled professionally 
‘Though there are flourishing hotel and restau- 
rant businesses both in terms of architectural in- 
terior design and culinary expertise, these struc- 
tures cannot replace the familial ambiance, the 
special cuisine taste and the warmth of family 
conversations while dining right at your very 
home. 

‘You can once again consider looking over at 
the status of your dining and kitchen areas at 
home. Is it fostering a family spirit? Does the 
os and equipment available enable you to 
efficiently perform and to professionalize your 
work in the home? How can you reflect your 
personal style in decorating these spaces that 
will make your house a place that your family 
would look forward to going home to? 

When it comes to these details, we architects 
can only do as much. The heart of the matter 
vill depend on you 

Email your 
arkinet@email.com.ph. 


feedback а 


DINING areas play a humanizing role in the 
home as families are brought closer through 
their tradition of dining together. 


A lifestyle abundant with luxury 


PREMIER DEVELOPER MEGAWORLD CORP 
introduces discriminating homebuyers to а 
lifestyle that offers all the best things one can ask 
for The Bellagio Ш, йз latest urban cocoon in the 
Bonifacio Global Ciry, Taguig, proves that there is 
по such thing as moderation when it comes to 
1ихшу, comfort and convenience. 

‘The Bellagio HI, the third and last of the Bel- 
lagio Residences, magnifies every pleasure. 
From its superb golf course views and sophisti- 
cated homes to its first-rate leisure and lifestyle 
amenities and matchless location, the project 
sets a new standard of upper-crust living in the 
metropolis. 


Golf course playground 

The Bellagio Ш is set in a prime spot inside 
the Forbes Town Center, a P1S-billion, five- 
hectare joint venture of Megaworld and Bonifa- 
cio West Development Corp. It brings condo- 
minium living literally to the edge of an icon of 
prestige: the Manila Golf and Country Club. 
‘The Forbes Town Center is the only project in 
the Global City that boasts the most expansive 
golf course views—almost half a kilometer long 
of sprawling Zoysia-covered landscape. 

Like its predecessors, the fast selling Bellagio! 
and П, the Bellagio Ш brings nature closer to its 
residents. Through tinted floor-to-ceiling glass 
windows, the project offers an_eye-soothing 
sight of the green every day from dusk till dawn. 


Lavishness finds a home 

Soaring 39 stories and boasting 454 master- 
planned units, the Bellagio Ш is the new ad- 
dress of “excess.” 

From the porte-cochere, retuming home- 
owners step into luxury at the well-appointed, 
granite-paved lobby-cum-lounge, where glass 
Window panels frame the captivating life-size 
views ofthe fairways outside. 

"The upper levels host a variety of condomini- 
um homes that are designed to meet every cus- 
tomer preference. There are executive studios, 
58 to 69 square meters in size, and one-bed- 
room units that boast 92 to 106 square meters 
of living space. Both the executive studio and 
one-bedroom home come in loft-type layouts, 
featuring a second level that overlooks the liv- 
ing area. At the second level, the bedroom can 
serve as a den, study or storage room as the 
need arises. Megaworlds innovative loft-type 
unit answers the need for spacious and cozy ac- 
commodations. Whats more, high windows 


give residents intimate views of the golf course. 
either from their living room or bedroom. 

‘The Bellagio Ш features two-bedroom units, 
offering 85 to 95 square meters of space, and 
three-bedroom suites that are 119.3 to 209.5 
square meters in size. 

АЙ units showcase design touches that play 
up the beauty and color of nature outside. The 
ceilings and walls are immaculately painted, 
while the living, dining and bedroom areas 
sport a wood plank floor laminate finish. 


Centerpiece of pleasure 

Every detail of the Bellagio Ш is tailored to 
the residents’ pleasure. And the fun options ас 
the podium are no less grand. Here, a tropical- 
inspired recreation area evokes images of beach 
sand and blue sea. 

‘The pool deck features a stretch of powder- 
fine, synthetic white sand that leads to the 
swimming pool and children's wading pool. For 
the ultimate spa experience, there is an Aro- 
matherm Capsule that combines Hydrotherapy 
"Tub, Wet Table, Steam and Vichy Shower ser- 
vices, Other facilities include a sauna, gym, chil- 
dren's play area, music/piano room, function. 
room and day care center. 

‘Contributing to the worry-free ambience are 
five high-speed elevators, multilevel parking 
and efficient 24-hour security. At the Bellagio 
Ш, residents are assured of an indulgent envi- 
ronment where their every need is met and 
their every whim catered to. 


Interconnected way of life 

At the Bellagio Ш, residents enjoy an edge in 
mobility given the projects proximity to the 
Global City’s business, educational and com- 
mercial institutions. 

"The Bellagio Ш is linked to a modern net- 
work of roads and highways. The Makati and 
Ortigas business districts are accessible via the 
Edsa Kalayaan flyover, McKinley Road or С-5 
Road. The recently completed Sampaguita West 
Ramps 1 and 2 and Collector Distribution (CD) 
Road connect the Global City to Pasig, Quezon 
City, Parafiaque and the rest of Southern Мето 
Manila 

And that's not all. The Global City features 
world-class infrastrucrure through йв under- 
ground piping system, which safely and effi- 
ciently distributes electricity, water and gas, 
plus an underground fiber optic cable network 
that supports broadband applications. 
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CrownAsia elegantly signs 
а new name across the blue 
skies of Sta. Rosa 


uundreds of genius hoursare 
spent before CrownAsia 
roclaims a new site as а i i 
| | оа CrownAsia Signature Homes 
is the case with Valenza, Sta. Rosa. d h h 
Significant intercity locations. are stand outs, wherever the 
CrownAsia homeowners are self- А 
madesuccessstories. Theyneedto ЄМ) silk flags fly to herald a 
live, work and play near business and 

productivity centers. Sta. Rosa is ^ 

exactly this. Major world names in 

industry are positioned for their new project. 


regiorial production, spawning a new 
town of technical and managerial 


Outstanding site development 
themes. CrownAsia signature homes 
lean heavily on Italian elan to 
distinguish each project look from all 
others around the area. 


Value-for-money technical 
"écellence. The consultants, 
architects and engineers of. 
CrownAsia labor to put more sense 
and save cents in each aspect of 
development. Space-saving features, 
practical technical specs allow 
CrownAsia to plow back savings into 
making signature projects outpace 
competition. 


STA.ROSA 


es 


Center stage is the only place for a stand out. 


Sta. Rosa. The new There is only one.village that stands out so proudly in 
boomtown of the 
upwardly mobile self- 


made success stories. З 
It’s Southward Но! New creative j^ domes, and stunning landscaping. 
business minds are making the move 
away from the traditional Metro 
Manila central business districts to Е 
Sta. Rosa. With eyes set on enterprise ~~ the blossoming town of Sta. Rosa. Shopping, entertainment 
opportunities in the growing - 

population of Sta. Rosa and the and dining are only 5 minutes away from its gates, Alabang, 
increasing visitor critical mass of 
Tagaytay, the population of young 
investor entrepreneurs is steadily 
increasing. Valenza will provide the "Before you make a firm choice, visit Valenza. It won't be 
perfect home for this brighteyed class = ра , 

of aggressive achievers. hard to find, as it is easy to fall in love with, 


t —— 


boomtown Sta. Rosa. Valenza. As only fitting for a stand 


out, Valenza's architectural trademarks are classic cupolas, 


Valenza is beautifully nestled in between cool Tagaytay and 


га quick zip down the SLEX. 


DX CRowNASIA | 


Your home of choice. 
For property preview, please call: 


889-5560 / 889-2850 / 889-5805 


visit www.crownasia.com.ph 


At the Bellagio III, enjoy an abundance 
of the best things in life. 


ge 


Who says you can't have too much of a good thing? At the Bellagio II, there is 
no such thing as moderation. Only superlatives, Extravagance. Overindulgence. 
From the uninterrupted Manila golf course views right next to your window. 
То the lavish living space in the executive studios to 3-bedroom homes. 
And in the loft-type executive studios and 1-bedroom homes. From a 
host of resort-style amenities at hand such as a swimming pool, spa, gym, 
function rooms and a day care center. To scores of chic shopping, dining 
and leisure stops at the nearby Forbes Town Road, And since your home 
is right in the heart of the Global City, Makati and Ortigas are never more 
than а few minutes away. Go ahead. Enjoy every single luxury. Get more 


than your fair share of life's best offerings here at the Bellagio Ш. 


A Luxury Residential Development oft 


раа 


BONIFACIO WEST 


вонексто WAST DEVELOPMENT CONN 
Forbes Manila 

|] 
South a 


For inquiries, please call us at KX 
815-1888 * 816-2768 * 816-3517 Noel oars 


Asia's Best-managed Companies. MEGAWORLD CORPORATION 
Forbes Town Center Showroom, 26th Street corner Rizal Drive, Crescent Park West District in 2006 by FittanceAsia. 


Bonifacio Global City, Taguig, Metro Manila + Fax: (632) 816-2514 + E-mail: sales@megaworldcorp.com шаг € 


wwwamegaworldcorp.com 
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E-mail: super@inquier.com.pk 
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t 
Cristina Garcia, Ke 


lly Misa 


and Nicole Hernandez complete 


Super! 3G muse 


‘The ‘three fates’ control the destinies of all—even 
the gods are subject to their decisions’ 


Fates” are goddesses of des- 
tiny who watch over the:fate-of. 
mortals. They handle the threads 
of human life, thus their power. 

Back here on earth, we have Cristina Gar- 
cia, Kelly Misa and Nicole Hernandez, three 
heavenly specimens, goddesses in their own 
right. On their own, they ve helped pitch sales 
of everything from cola to cosmetics. Togeth- 
er, they're the female faces that "Amp"-lify our 
mobile “Addict’-ion. 

Cristina Garcia has trailblazed the modeling 
scene, jetsetting all over the world where no Fil- 
ipina has ever dared to go. "At that time, they 
were still scared to venture out of the country. I 
said, ‘Gol™ And off she went, conquering one 
major campaign after another. “I loved playing 
dress up ever since I was a little girl, so it was 
just so much fun for me doing what 1o." 

‘And we watched with bated breath as she 
posed, preened and played with the camera, mak- 
ing that distinct imprint that only she can make. 
Guys swoon, even girls, too. I was with Cristina 
(on a brief vacation from New York where she is 
an interior designer) in Boracay the whole sum- 
mer season, and at Hey Judel, a young actress fa- 
mous for her beauty went up to her and asked to 
have а photo with Cristina. “Because you're so 
beautiful!” the celebutante gasped. 

Kelly Misa typifies the girl-next-door—the 
sweet and sensible girl you would love to 


po 


CCORDING TO GREEK 
Mythology the “Three | 


Bose wie. 

“Tim Yap 

ES 
bring home to mom. And indeed she is. Kelly 
is the kind of girl you can trust—she exudes 
this down-to-earth demeanor and sincerit 
that makes it easy for you to find her endear- 
ing. But she’s full of surprises as well. At the 
shoot for this year’s Addict mobile campaign. 
I saw her sultry side when we were doing the 
swimsuit summer layouts. Like a true 
chameleon, she can hop from sweet to seduc- 
tive in one snap. “I had to work hard and learn 
the ropes,” the Asia-based Kelly looks back in 
to her care cited for what is to come. 

Nicole Hernandez shot up to fame by being 
the undisputed “crush ng bayan.” She even 
beat big-named artistas to be Uno's No.1 in 
their 100 girls list. After a slew of blue chip en- 
dorsements, this fresh-faced lass who looks 
like the younger version of Zhang Ziyi is look- 
ing at another career path. “I've always 
dreamed of becoming a designer." 

Our third anniversary issue features Su- 
per’s own 3G—three gorgeous girls to go gaga 
Over, three fates of this generation, who hold 
magic and power and are continuing to build 
their destiny. 


Happy Super! 


Dad's day 


toallyou - 
Super pops! вавевл 


Breakfast in Bed 


‘Waking up in bed to the smell of coffee and toast 
right beside you is one of life's litte pleasures.And 
ittastes even better when you don't have to hurry 


enjoyingit. 


Atirvine Place, you can savor the delights of living 
inanexclusive Country American communitythat 
also offers the convenience of being near malls, 
schools, hospitals, banksand places of worship. 


Socomehome tolrvine Place; and make breakfast. 


inbedyourfamilyS daly ritual. 


Country American Cherry 
132 мут. viable floor oreo 
5 bedrooms 2T&B 
Bolcony & Fomily Holl - Corport 
Bock, deferred ond Inhouse Боодо cvoiichle. 


M. MS. | 


а lang magpadama 


USE TODAY 
A Father's Day Celebration 


Aqually projet of 


CORTE 
BELLA 


How to get there: Coning from either Cubao,Katpunan Rd [Wt 
Plans), or Ongas Ent. you may reach Marcos Нар va Aurora 
оле, Олко Hemonas or Инда Ave. respecte. Go siqui 
раз Sta Loco Мол for 15 тв. and you wil see the main gata of 
pe 


T 724-7543 


Er 


ng pagmamahal! 


FUNES, 


LAND, INC. 


invosiaed com 


-Dahil :-PISO na lang mag-send ng SMART MMS. 


To activate MMS, text SET «handset model» to 211, Ex. SET N6600 c wr 
jvafabi in MAS and 6 phones. Р1 charge applies to SMART to SMART MNS. 


MMS to other networks В at P2. 
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icole Hernandez 


‘The thing about fame is that... i's a 
state of mind... it usually doesn't last if you 
let it consume you. 

The thing | love most about what | do is 

I get to work with so many different peo- 
ple, travel, and learn new things... oh and 
the free goodies that | get from work don't 
hur either! Hahahal 

People might be surprised to know that 
n. мав a geek in school, always studi 
advance and that | loved my math sub- 
jects... actually, | think | still am a geek. 

The most important thing I've ever 
learned Is... that itis never too late to for- 
give. Harboring anger or hatred inside will 
only eat you up. It takes more energy being 
mad at someone than being friends with that 
person 

‘wish when I started off I've been told to 
... dream bigger and aim higher. I was so. 
young when | started modeling so in the be- 
ginning, was a bit scared and shy. 

The worst thing that ever happened to 
mo was ... that | got into a bad car accident. 
їп Zapote Road, Alabang. | thought that | 
broke my nose because it bled when | hit the 
car's head rest infront of me. Some of my 
carpool mates got hurt as well. 

‘And this taught me to ... always wear 
seatbelts no matter how near we'll drive to. 

The secret to happiness Is... to always 
have peace of mind, live a simple Ме, and 
have faith п God. 

My best evor outfit consisted of ... а 
short black lacy cocktail dress that Rajo Lau- 
rol made for me for a wedding. | had the 
whole classic look going on. 


My Super! Saturday night consists of ... 
vegelating on the couch accompanied with 
lots of chips, good DVDs and my boyfriend 

The soundtrack to my life would Include 
n.. BLUE SKIES! 

Mil was Invisible for a day, | would ... 
тор a bank and invest millions off-shore and 
give some to charity... hahahal Just kidding. 

The thing that disappoints me is... the 
superficiality of some people. Surprisingly 
though, I've found out who the true people in 
ту Ме are, The best partis that some of the 
truest people in my Ме are those | least ex- 
pected it trom. That's what makes it even. 
more special. 

If was the most powerful person on 
earth ... | would put an end to corruption 
and try to establish a community with a cul- 
ture of generosity and fairness. 

The best thing about family is that... 
they are God's blessing to us. 

When I'm gone, they'll probably зау... 
"Nicole was VERY talkative” haha... and 
nice, sweet, easy to get along with, thought- 
ful, loyal... папапа! 

И money was no option ... the world 
would be a better place to live in, There will 
be an absence of greed. 

When! retiro, | would like ta... have 
several houses around the world that I could 
live in fora period of time each year. 

The world would be a much better place 
И... people would sincerely care for each 
other. 

My hero Is ... my grandpa. He was a sim- 
ple. loving and generous man. 

The thing that makes my Ме worth living 


E 


1... the people around me, my family, 
friends and God 

My greatest hope for the future is... to 
have all my dreams come true. 

The worst thing somebody sald about 
me is... probably false or exaggerated. 

My favorite moments are ... when | get 
to do simple things like having a good meal 
‘or watching а good movie with my family, 
friends, and boyfriend. 

My most embarrassing moment was ... 
when | asked this famous Filipino male 
singer to prove that he could sing. We сате 
from a shoot that we had together, at that 
time | really did not know who he was. He 
was such a sport when he proved that he. 
‘could really sing... hahaha! 

I'm saving up for 

My biggest indulgence is 
the occasional shopping sprees. Haha! 

My current state of mind is ... ecstatic. 
Tm looking forward to studying in New York. 
| hope I do make it into the schoo! | want to 
goto. 

M someone would play me in my biopic 
И меша be ... | have no idea. 

My five favorito words are ... Happiness, 
Love, Peace, Success, Health. 

Jaspire to be ... a successful designer. 
one day. 

PHOTOGUPHT ANO ОПА PAGING 
 ARKHCDAO FOR VRDBUNCH STUDIOS 
STYUNG МЕТ ARZAGA. 

SITTINGS EDITOR DANO MEAN. 

MAKEUP Br CKE SEE OF SULDPAR 
нак осемте, UYANG REPES STYUST SERES 
COLES WETE ORES BY DON PROTACIO (7192529, 
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The thing about fame is that ... Being unaffected is the key 
to success. My indifference to celebrity stems from an up- 
bringing in suburban Australia—half a world away from any- 
thing shallow. 

People might be surprised to know that ... l'm a magnifi- 
cent sleeper. 

The mos! important thing I've ever learned is that .. If 
you are going to do anything, it's got to be worthwhile 

1wish when I started off l'd been told to ... Put stressful. 
things into perspective 

‘And what this taught me was ... Live each day for each 
day's worth. 

The secret to happiness =... Live each day for each day's 
worth, 

Му best ever outfit consisted of a ... Champagne and a to- 
tal absence of vomit. 

My Super! Saturday night consists of ... La musica! 

The thing that makes me most angry із... Wasting time. 

И 1 was the most powerful person on earth ... | would feed 
the world. 

When I'm gone, they'll probably say ... You better be care- 
ful, there may be a few bones in that closet. 

it money was no option ... ! would travel all year. 

When I retire, I would like ... To do exactly what I'm doing 
now, live in my favorite cities. its all about the three Ms: Mani- 
1а, Melbourne and Manhattan! 

My hero is ... My grandmother 

The thing that makes my life worth living is ... Family, 
friends and food. 

My greatest hope for the future is ... To be happy, live a 
useful and fulfilled Ме. 

The worst thing somebody said about me was ... l'm not 
interested in negative things people have to say about me. l'm 
here for the duration, so get used to itl 

My favorite moments are when ... Fits of laughter are in- 
volved. 

My most embarassing moment was when ... l'm outspo- 
кеп so my foot is constantly in my mouth. 

‘My biggest indulgence іс... Food, it's what | lve for. 

My current state of mind is ... Even keeled 

My 5 favorite words аге... Imagine 

Bliss 

Mate. 

Chocolate. 

Sarap! 

Taspire to be ... A kid forever! 
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The thing about fame Is that 
ple go crazy—everyone wants i 
Tho thing Iove most about what 1 do is... 

get totravel 

People might be surprised to know that... 
tm really a very shy irl. 

The most Important thing I've ever learned Is 
+ Never hold back. 

{wish I started off being told that... The 
‘grass is never really greener on the other side of 
the fence! 

“The worst thing that ever happened to me 
was ... Spraining my ankle in a different country 
with absolutely no one to help me. 

‘And what this taught me was ... | can take 
care of myself. 

The secret to happiness is... 
it 

My best ever outfit consisted ofa... long, 
flowy beach gown. 

My Super! Saturday night consists of 
ner with friends and a few bottles of wine. 
The soundtrack to my Ме would include ... 

Gwen Stefan's What You Waiting For? 

Itl was Invisible for a day, I would ... Go toa 
Jewelry store. 

WI was the most powerful person an earth 
| will end all wars. 

The best thing about family is . 


t makes peo- 


‚Чопо look for 


Din- 


They should 


‘Get more shots with a 


love you no matter what. 

When l'm gone, thoy'll probably say 
where's the ater-funeral party?" 

M monoy was no option ... | would pay off the 
Philippines’ debts, just to see what would happen 
next. 

When i retire, I would like to... 
watch movies with my hubby to-be. 

The world would be а much better place If... 
Greed could finally be cured 

My hero із... My lola, Rosalina Estrera. 
Galvez. 

My greatest hope for the future 
injustice, racism and poverty. 

‘The worst thing somebody said about me 
was ... What would you rather be called, a model 
ora maid? (This wes I Hong Kong, after finding 
out I'm Filipino. 

My most embarrassing moment was ... when 
my foot fell іп a hole on the sidewalk and when | 
took it out, it was completely soaked In thick, 
black sewer sludge. And it was my first and last 
time to wear my super cute boots! 

If someone would play me in my biopic it 
would be ... Can | play myself? My back-up 
though would be Natalie Portman. 

My 5 favorite words аге... Three words: it 
wasn't me! 

aspire tobe... 


hang out and 


No more 


A brilliant conversationalist. 


Asa 
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By Pepe Diokno 


ELL PHONES HAVE BECOME 

like extra appendages—for a 

lot of us, our phones have 
been part of our bodies since before 
ме even started high school. Back 
then, we couldn’t get enough of tex- 
ting, the vibrating alert (admit it), 
and even Snake. 

Infrared came in, and oh my god, we were 
able to play Snake with each other, ( realize 
that sounds more off than it should.) We 
showed off our new operator logos and pic- 
ture messages; we couldn't stop composing 
monotones; we looked out for newspaper ads 
to see the stuff we could download. 

We were given the freedom to personalize 
our phones. We bought different cases; we 
put stickers on them, and even those little 
dangling things. We were so proud of our per- 
sonalized 5110s, 

Colored screens debuted, then Bluetooth. 
We were ecstatic swapping stuff and wonder- 
ing who has what Bluetooth ID. We weren't 
just able to play games against one another; 
ме didn’t even have to be facing each other! 
That was cool. 

Then, the unthinkable happened —some ge- 
nius decided to put a camera in our phones! It 
changed the world. God, it changed the world. 
Tt wasn't just those cool games where you had 
to chase mosquitos around the room. It wasn't 
just the birth of a class of camwh*res. 

Millions of people started raising their 
phones to eye-level, capturing everything 
they see. It became so easy, and so tempting, 
for one to document their life. And with this 
came a new image of “me.” We became our 
own icons, our own paparazzo's and stars. We 
started to see the importance of “me.” 

és hard to separate the Me generation 
from their cell phones. I think it's because, to- 
gether with the Internet, it created the gener- 
ation. With cell phones came individuality, 
freedom, importance, connectivity-things 
that make this peer group what it is. 


Tap to the future 

Now, as cell phones evolve, so does our 
generation. It seems that we are what we can 
do with our phones. Within the next few 
years, we'll have TV on our mobiles, Internet 
and video calling. One day we might have 
movies on our mobiles too. 

What does that mean for our generation? 

Music and movies are one of the few things 


that bring people our age together. Ibring my 
iPod around just to show my friends funny 
videos. Whole groups huddle around a stereo 
just to hear a song. They are integral parts of 
individuality, but music and movies on cell 
phones is all about sharing them with friends. 
‘You know, its one of the great things about 
our generation—we've somehow come to re- 
alize that knowing ourselves brings us 
to others. That we can personalize our phones 
all we want, but still be extremely connected. 
Its gonna be fun—shelling out thousands just 
to keep up with things. Ог... not. It depends. 


Press 2 twice for B(ut) 

Talk of new cell phone models makes me 
salivate sometimes. (I'm not talking about 
Kelly Misa, Nicole Hernandez, and Christina 
Garcia—theyre Addict models, not cell 
phone models.) Heck, Engadget.com’s on my 
Gmail RSS feed. 15 fun to ogle. 

But there's a problem with ай this. We nev- 
er asked for any of this. We've never asked for 
Spiderman ringtones and wallpapers. We've 
never asked for TV on our phones. What's 
happening is that the supply of possibilities 
creates our demand for it. 

‘What I'm saying is, content providers want 
you to receive their content—they'l bring it 
to you no matter what. They'll make you 
download and stream their product. You'll lap 
it up, put them on your phones and have a 


ball. Its never been the óther way around. 
You've never been crazy about this Korean- 
novela before it's been shown on ай. 

As things become more available, we'll get 
lost in everything. And when we're so lost, 
well realize, “Hey, this isn't the Me generation 
anymore." Cause well realize that we didn't 
make our personalities, content providers did. 

Many of us are victims of this already. I'm 
talking about people who see themselves i 
their cell phones, those who attach their be- 
ing onto the things they buy. Lots of us gets 
sucked into fads—we buy flip flops just cause 
they're cool or whatever. 

We cannot turn this generation into one 
that allows companies to construct our pe 
sonalities for us. That would be too much of 
aninsult on ourselves. 

So, with this influx of possibilities we 
should know How to weed things out. We 
should never be slaves of "whats in,” or, 
"what everyone's doing." 

We should also learn to separate ourselves 
from the material symbols of personali- 
ty—you're who you are whether you're naked 
orclothed. 

Ok, lemme put it in simple terms: Girls and 
boys, you're not your cell phones. 

Or please, let us not be the c 
eration. 

Remember, it’s “Me,” and not “my cell 
phone” 


hone gen- 


A one-of-a-kind performance is coming your way at four Ayala Malis. Catch Gary V. live 
with his kids Gabriel and Kiana at this special family concert series. Watch them together 
with your family and loved ones, anly here at Ayala Malis. 
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getting, like, 
way 106 fast 


T THE DAWN OF 
this millennium, pop 


announced its iden- 
tity to our generation, an 
extra special shout-out 
brimming with boyband 
backflips and some spank- 
ing Mouseketeer „ears. 
"Britney or Christina?" was 
a legit question—a deal- 
breaker in certain situa- 
tions—that stretched out 
the stonewashed denim 
dreams of our Gen-X fore- 
runners. 

The then-ultimate eye candy dis 
penser of tween-teen culture? It 
was easily Britney, VHI's #1-Teen 
Idol of Our Time circa three years 
‘ago. That said, the easy-breezy go- 
ings-on of 2003 might seem too ге- 
cent to revisit. And yeah, we might 
also be a bit too young to be so nos- 
talgic. (Speaking of, where is Miss 
Spears now? Well get to that in а 

i) 

But as far as our junior galaxy is 
concerned, the jump from then to 
now has been carnival-freak crazy. 
Loaded with poptastic watersheds 
too many to be ignored, the chang- 
ing of the teen guard has become 
not so much a fantasy sequence but, 
like, a fascinating fact of life. 


Teen timeline 

It was around 1941 when the 

m teenager was believed to have 
first appeared in an article in Popu- 
lar Science Monthly, according to 
Time Magazine's Nancy Gibbs. In a 
2005 special report, "Being 13," she 
summed up the teen timeline like 
this: “Our notions of childhood are 
relatively recent innovations, and 
when parents lament that today's 
children 'grow up too fast; i 
worth asking Compared to when?” 

It's true that today’s reens—thriv. 

"img in a competitive push-button 
publishing world—are a new breed. 
Then again, so were the ones that 
came before them. 

Worldly, interesting, informed 
and even intellectual when barely 
‘out of childhood, young kids all 
over the U.S, are pulling down 
the age to teendom. 

Even as they do, the af 
fluent society is pushing 
up the average age of 
school leaving. The. 
lengthened span of 
teen-agery is fur 
ther fattened by a 
owth rate of the 
teen-age population 
that is four times as 
high as the U.S. av 
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MEET Paris’ 12-year-old brother Conrad Hilton. 


Age agains 
the machine 


Gino de la Paz 


servation is straight 

ош of the blogosphere, bur sur 
prise: It came out 40-ish years 
ago—Jan. 29, 1965 to be exaci—in, 
again, Time Magazine. 


Yesterday's up-and-comers 

We follow certain coming-of-age 
templates as we evolve. But the 
game goes ape once you sprinkle re- 
ality TV, peer-to-peer technolog 
and aggressive me-centric market- 
ing into the mix. Things get even 
more abbreviated than Andy 
Warhol's prescribed 15 minute 
this is de facto especially in the teen 
pop culture scene. 1 mean, just ask 
Britney. 

Jog your memory back to simpler 
times when Britney Spears was still 
earning her training wheels as a 
seventeen-year-old in a racy school. 
girl outfit. Its hard to believe that 
since then, Brit has been a virgin, 
not a virgin, married, divorced, a 
lesbian, not a lesbian, married 
again, pregnant, an unfit parent, 
pregnant again and almost di- 
vorced—all by the ripe old age of 
24. Or not 

The Veronica to her Betty, Christi- 


JAMIE Lynn Spears, 
14, has her own hit 
Nickolodeon show, 


Zoey 101 


na Aguilera hasn't been so awesome 
lately either. After wowing the 
world with cute songs about genies 
in bottles and stuff, the hits started 
drying up for the ex-Mouseketeer. 
Which is a shame, since before she 
transformed into a scary skank with 

юге wardrobe gimmicks than a 
'pro wrestler, she was doing really 
well: Really 


Today's teen machines. 

While those two were keeping 
yesterday's youth economy flowing, 
the current crop of hotshots was 
probably sipping smoothies on a 
shopping mall escalator. Previously 
backstage kids waiting on tiptoe, 
they are now the golden standard as 
far as the teenage species goes. 

Lindsay Lohan's career trajectory 
seems to be based on her own 
movie, the snarkily-written "Mean 
Girls,” From a sweetyetmousy 
tween in "The Parent Trap" (Mean 
Girls" equivalent: entering аѕ а teen 
home-schooled in Africa), LiLo, as 
she is derisively called, has turned 
into a favorite tabloid target (Mean 
Girls" equivalent: becoming a mem- 
ber of The Plastics) 

Hilary Duff life, on the other 
hand, hasn't been as peppered with 
drug scandals, public feuds, or 
boyfriend-swapping bouts. But her 
squeaky clean image has forced 

ome critics to instead pan her tal- 

з, deeming her attempts at act- 
ing (“Cheaper By The Dozen 2" gets 
а special mention) as being беер 
like a kiddie pool. 


Tomorrow's fresh heirs 

If you've had enough of today, 
let's talk about tomorrow and train 
our eyes on Gen Z's headline-grab- 
bing heavyhitters. 

Hotly tipped to lead this new, 
new school are 13-year-olds Dy 
Jan and Cole Sprouse. Already 

| drawing in Disney dollars via 
| their show "The Suite Life of Za- 
]| Grand Cody; the twins have al- 
J| ready signed a licensing agree- 
] ment with Dualstar Entertain 
ment to launch a new commer- 
cial brand, "Sprouse Bros.,” aimed 
at preteen and teen audi 
ences. Incidentally, Dual. 
star is owned by another 
dynamic duo, Mary-Kate 
and Ashley Olsen. 

On the subject of TV + 
networks, Disney seems 10 
be churning out tween 
stars the way the WB did 
back in the day Though 
20, Ricky Ullman ("Phil of 
the Future”) is still pulling 
them in. So is 18-year-old 
Brenda Song, who's in the 
Sprouse twin show as 
London Tipton, an obvious 


юзо) 


Eating Tips 
to Prevent Obesity for Life 


by Tina Juan 


Adult health banes such as heart disease and 
hypertension start early on in life. Not only do obese 
children have higher blood pressure and cholesterol 
levels than normal weight children, but their lifestyle 
habits are formed during childhood. Couch potato kids 
and junior junk food junkies develop into adults with 
bad eating habits, suffering weight problems even if 
they were not overweight as children. 

It is hypocritical to force a child to exercise when you 
do not. Many child weight loss experts say that the 
most difficult part of their work is to convince parents 
to make changes in their lifestyles to set an example 
: for their children. 


Generally, experts agree that a child is overweight when he or she is 20 percent 
above the normal weight for that height and age. Check with your pediatrician or 
family doctor for the appropriate height-weight charts. 


EATING TIPS TO PREVENT OBESITY IN CHILDREN 


Seek professional advice. 
If you want a specific diet plan that lists the right amount of food and the correct 
balance of nutrients, consult a registered dietician or nutritionist. 


Exert your parental authority. 

Parents are key to preventing children from becoming overweight because they 
exert the greatest control on a young child. Mothers, in particular, control what is 
bought at the grocery and how food is cooked at home. Both parents decide what 
restaurants the family will dine in. Use your authority wisely and do not allow your 
children to eat foods that contain more preservatives and artificial ingredients than 
health-building nutrients. 


Do not put the child on a "diet". 

This may stunt their growth and develop in them an unhealthy attitude toward food, 
leading them to develop an eating disorder. Rather, give them the types of food in 
amounts appropriate to their specific stage of growth. This information is also 
available from a nutritionist or the many books on children's health and nutrition. 


Do not focus on weight loss. 

You might be sending the wrong message about food and exercise by constantly 
harping on weight loss. Sensible eating habits and regular physical activity should 
be encouraged for healthy gains and not just for weight loss. 


Encourage; do not nag. 

Nagging an adult to lose weight doesn't work; neither does it work for kids. 
Encourage your kids to eat healthy food by making sure it is tasty, well-prepared, 
and easily available at home. 


Control the temptation. 

if you have to take children to the mall, feed them a healthy meal before leaving the 
house so they don't beg for a trip to the nearest fast food joint. If you are also trying 
to lose weight, this will work for you too. 

It you're di the'grócéry with your kids, plan your grocery shopping and do your best 
to avoid passing the snacks and sweets sections. Staying in control of their cravings 
while shopping is easiest if you make it a rule not to shop when you're hungry. 


Avoid eating in front of the TV. 
This is called “mindless eating” because the mind is preoccupied with the TV and 
is not "aware" of how much food is actually being consumed. 


Don't bring "problem" foods home. 

You may not be able to control what food your + 
kids buy in school but you can control what they 
eat at home. This is the simplest and most effective 
way to rid your home of unwanted calories and 
the best strategy in introducing your children to 
good nutrition, Provide your children a healthy 
and nutritious home by stocking up on fruits, 
vegetables, whole grain cereals and bread, lean 
meats, poultry and seafood, and low-fat dairy 
products. Serve natural fiber-rich foods for snacks 
like boiled corn, boiled or baked sweet potato 
(camote), boiled bananas instead of high-sodium, Ё 
high-fat, high-calorie processed snacks. 


Don't force children to finish their food. 

According to experts, children have a built-in appetite mechanism that is surprisingly 
accurate. Parents who force their children to eat even when they aren't hungry, 
tamper with this appetite mechanism and the children might grow up into adults 
who eat non-stop. 


Be aware of “emotional overeating”. 

When there is stress and tension in a child's life due to family or school problems, 
they can be prone to "emotional overeating” as an outlet for their frustrations. 
A child's emotional health will have to be addressed first before tackling the issue 
of overeating. 


Do not use food as a bribe or reward. 

Children who are comforted, bribed or rewarded with food grow up into adults who 
use food to comfort themselves when stressed out or to reward themselves or a 
job well done. 


Start good eating habits early. 

Kids develop a "sweet" or “salty” tooth at a young age. Experts say that if young 
children are not allowed to get used to these strong tastes, they have a better chance 
of developing good eating habits because their taste buds will not crave these types 
of foods. 


As a parent, always tell yourself that if you want your kids to live healthy, you will 
have to take an honest assessment of your own lifestyle because kids will follow 
what you do more than what you say. 


Tina Juan is the resident health and fitness expert of the Gizmo Advisory Board (GAB), ал advocacy group 
that promoted the responsible mobile connectivty forthe youth. Composed of top parenting, communication, 
Sau leaning experts GAB is convened by Globe Gizmo Prepaid - the country s first prepaid торію brand 
гиз i order to lend their insights and expertise оп спіа-пепау connectivity options and imeraeliva. 


‘Ong of the GAB's flagship projects was the development 
©! Glemobits, a FREE educational service offering daly fun 
facts in four diferent areas 
MYMIND has study tips and helpful facta about selence 
Dad other subjects; MYWORLD introduces Kd to dwerse 
‘Sights and traditions here and abroad: MYCONNECTIONS 
tegenes kids how to connect with themselves, with others, 

"s ai about proper hygiene, nutrition, and fness. Your chid can avail of 

hs кеп service i thoy are using a Globe Gizmo SIM. Your child Jusi needs to text GIZMOBITS to 2811 

to access the educational tps mentioned above, 


articles and exercises or to suggest future topics, go to www.Ainajuanitness info, 
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Kiss tomorrow hello 


Frompage DI 
spoof of airhead heiress Paris Hilton. 
Nickelodeon, on the other hand, has 
14-year-old Jamie Lynn Spears, Brit 
пеу sister, who headlines her own 
smash show, “Zoey 101,” and Emma 
Roberts, Julia Roberts’ 15-year-old 
niece, who has “Unfabulous.” Whi 
Fox may have lost Mischa Bartor 
character Marissa Cooper оп "The 
О.С," the suits have lost no time in 
building up 14-year-old Willa Hol 
land, who plays bad-gir! baby sister 
Kaitlin. 

Meanwhile, the Teen Vogue 
crowd has even more emerging 
boldfaced names. After the celebu- 
tante Hilton sisters come the cele- 
budude Hilton brothers: Barron, 16, 
and Conrad, 12. Fashion also has 
budding icons in the form of Bee 
Schaeffer (Аппа Wintour's daugh- 
ter), Julia Restoin (Carine Roitfeld’ 


daughter), 
natella Versace's daughter). Shi 
biz, of 
Josh Hutcherson 
hattan, 
Belle, 19 (“When 
“A Little Princess 
world’s Chris Brown, 16, who is be- 
ing called the baby Usher. 
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stars, this teen culture business is a 
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For most of us, Father's Day is simple celebration to honor our dads. For soul siren Nina, it is a day that brings 

back memories of a man that has become her mentor and inspiration. During Nina’s PLDT myMusic’s Live Chat 


viewed live via webcast on PLDT myPad and heard over Wave 89.1, she revealed how her father has made a 
difference in her career and her life. 


“{ had a very close relationship with 
my dad. Medyo daddy’s girl ako,” 
Nina confessed. 


Nina says that it was her dad that intro- 
duced her to music. Her dad Filbert, 
who passed away six years ago, was an 
accountant by trade Ыш like her, а 
singer at heart. He was a member of 
the Bayanihan Boys Choir, singing for 
foreign dignitaries around the world 


‘Together they would listen to Frank 
Sinatra, Matt Monroe, Julio Inglesias 
and Barry Manilow. Nina distinctly 
remembers her father’s favorite song, 
Through the Years by Kenny Rogers. 
She also admits that it was her father 
who taught her how to sing. 


“He was really my teacher. Everything 
about singing 1 learned from him. 
Things like breathing, diction, kung 
saan huhugutin yung boses,” she said. 


As early as five years old, Nina’s 
father noticed bis young daughter's 
singing potential. Under her father’s 
guidance, Nina underwent intensive 
vocal training. Their father and 
daughter ritual included vocal exer- 
cises early in the morning. She would 
also belt out songs with her body sub- 
merged in a drum of water. 


Eventually, all their hard work paid off 
as Nina’s talent blossomed. Today, she 
is heralded as the country's onc and 
only soul siren and the newest queen 
of pop. She has gold and platinum 
selling albums under her belt. She is 
also onc of the select artists featured in 
PLDT myMusic. 


"I'm so honored every time PLDT 
gives me this opportunity because 1 get 
to reach out to families—dads, moms, 
down to the kids. I'm so excited to be 
part of this,” she revealed. 


Nina’s Gift to Dads 

Nina believes that the best gift a 
daughter can give to her dad doesn’t 
have to be big, expensive or compli- 
cated. It can be as simple and inexpen- 
sive as “a letter or card, a song or a call 
especially if you're father is so far 
away is a good Father's Day gift”. And 
of course there is also PLDT's greeting 
service, Only the Best for Dads. As the 
PLDT myMusic service artist for June, 
Nina says she proud to be a part of 
PLDT’s special tribute to dads. It is her 
way of celebrating her dad's memory 
by bringing happiness to fathers every- 
where. 


Let Nina serenade your dad with 
PLDT's Only the Best for Dads greet- 
ing service, Simply dial 101-143, 
choose from Nina's mesmerizing rc 

ditions of “Greatest Gift of All,” "Sun- 
light" and more, and send to your dad's 
PLDT landline or SMART cellphone 


Father's Doy suddenly sounds more beautiful with Nina зегепай dads 
through PLDT's Only The Best For Dads greeting service. 


at only P10 per send together with your personal dedication, For 
only P30 charged to your phone bill, you can have unlimited access 
to this service until June 30. First three sends to a PLDT landline is 
absolutely fice. 


You may also get to talk to Nina via live chat by subscribing to 
PLDT myMusic. Special invites to her Very Manilow concert at the 
Music Museum held during Fridays and Saturdays for the whole 
month of June await myMusic subscribers and special dads. Just 
dial 101-123 or log on to www.mypad.net to get unlimited access to 
your kind of music. Because if you love music, you'll definitely 
love PLDT myMusic. 


N THIS FATHER'S DAY WEEK- 
end, you might find yourself in- 
undated with a barrage of 

mouth-watering offers from hotels and 
restaurants, all tempting you to part with 
your well-earned moolah. 

24/7 hopes to alleviate your anxieties 
with a listing of some great places to cele- 
brate, Fathers Day or otherwise: 

Ricco-Renzo Café [G/F LRI Business Plaza, 
210N. Garcia St, Makati, phone: 898-2542] 
has fre Salsa lessons every Saturday night at 
8pm. Do not miss the Pepper-encrusted Tu- 
па Sashimi and the Raffa Apple Pie with grat- 
ed Gouda cheese, voted one of the best 
desserts in town. Since the food would make 
you want to throw your det out the window, 
burn those unwanted calories after dinner and 
hithe dance floor! 

ills and Jacks [Level 1, Fort Strip, Taguig, 
phone: 818-4557]. Discover why this unpre- 


tentious resto-duo is packed almost ай nights 
‘of the week. With great food combined with 
rightly entertainment, tis no wonder. My per- 
sonal favorite dish is the Prawns Thermidore 
with garlic pasta. Other best-sellers include the 
Salpicado and Chicken a la Kiev. Their Cheese- 
‘cake Б also a certified hi. Friday, their busiest 
right ofthe week, is called DecaDance featuring 
DJ Boyet Almazan and the disco hits from the 
70510 the 90's. The place is packed with the 
‘country’s who's who and is a wicked place for. 
dancing and people-watching. Better reserve a 
table a few days in advance. Or come before. 
dinner time. 

Greenbelt 2 and 3 is always the default 
choice offering quiet fine dining and upbeat 
‘entertainment. Café Havana (G/F, Greenbelt 3) 
is the only bar that's busy even on Sunday 
nights. Segafredo (G/F, Greenbelt 3, phone. 
757-4058] a great choice of because of its 
thin-crust pizza. Do not miss the Quattro For- 
maggio and their antipasto. Have a enjoyable 
week discovering some of the city's nocturnal 
and culinary secrets! 


Other Super! 24/7 events: 
June 17, Saturday 


Artin the Park, Bam to 4pm ath the Ve- 
lasquez Park in Salcedo Vilage. A special art 
fair wherein ай диайу artwork, paintings, pho- 
tographs and prints will be priced below 20 
thousand. Artin the Park is part ofthe second 
anniversary celebration of the Salcedo Сот- 
munity. DJ Martin Pulgar at Embassy Club; 
Campusition Night at Маре! Café; Badboy 
Jett at Temple; Soundsgood at Embassy Cui- 
sine; д 


June 18, Sunday 

Clowns Without Borders photo exit 
Greenbat 3; Равтез Eye art exit UP. 
Jorge В. Vargas Museum, Champagne Lunch 
at Paseo Uno (Mandarin Oriental); Cham- 
pagne Brunch at Spiral (Hotel Phil. Plaza) 


June 19, Monday 
Parokya ni Edgar at 70s Bistro; Gary Grana- 


a at Conspiracy; Sitti: Bossa Night at Stone- 
house; | Don't Like Mondays! w/ DJ Ro at 
‘Gweilos Makati; Follies de Mwah at Club 
Mwah 


June 20, Tuesday 

Jari Reggae w Brownman Revival at 
Conspiracy: Up Dharma Down, Drip. Outer- 
hope, & Bagetsatonik at Saguijo: Hemp Re- 
pubic at 70s Bistro; Stt Tavern on the 
Square; Cuisine Royale w/ DJ Manolet Dario at 
Embassy Cuisine 


June 21, Wednesday 

DJ Boyet Almazan w Freestyle at 
Strumm's; DJ Steve Mills at Absinth; Spy, Rin- 
ka, DJs Kari Ty & Cao Ocampo at Embassy 
Cuisine; DJs Mars Miranda & Johnyverse at 
Embassy Club; DJ Joffy Cruz at Gweilos 
Makati DJ Crash at Temple; DJ rit at Govern- 
тет 


June 22, Thursday 


SATURDAY, JUNE 17,2006 


James Taylor Jam w/ Paolo Santos & Pido 
at 70s Bistro; Broadway Night at Conspiracy; 
Reggae Night at 6Underground; SPIT at 
Magnet Café; Musings Of A Cigarette Smok- 
ing Man, Boldstar, Helen, and Itchyworms at 
Saguijo; Supahstar DJ Thursdaze at Bed; DJ 
Badboy Jeff at Temple 


June 23, Friday 

Sit: Bossa Night at Stonehouse Razor- 
back at Saguijo; DJ Owens Sun at Embassy 
Ciut: HouseBeas at Mat 

MyHOUSE at M Café; DJ Marie Garcia at 
Embassy Cuisine; DJ Brit at Government. 


Schedules may change without prior no- 
tice. For more info, text 24/7 through your. 
mobile phone and send to 2949 (Globe) and. 
209 (Smart). Get your free copy of 24/7 Noc- 
tural Navigator at bars and restos around 
the city. Submit your schedules before 
Wednesday to events@mag24-7.comand 
mag24_7@yahoo.com. 
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[ COMPUTERS / CELLPHONES / GADGETS | 


Accent Micro • ADI Asianic * Apple Center • Complink • Electroworld + Octagon • Silicon Valley 
The Computer Authority (TCA) * Villman + Abenson Inc. + 


Automatic Center + Camerahaus + = mper * Mobile 1 * Sogo 


Ambassador Home Electroi 


5 * Anson's 


Casio + GA Yupangco + Manila Imperial Motor Sales * Pan-Eurasia * Sportshouse + 


OTHER ELECTRONIC GADGETS ] 


FURNITURE 


Ambiance One • Blims * Home Plus + Home Options 


@VilNMan MANUAL BlsPrins Set 


p 


For inquiries, call ВРІ ExpressPhone Banking at 89-100 or log on to www.bplexpressonline.com. 


BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 
A tradition of leadership. 
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Sententia 


Get wired with the latest in 
technology and the newest 
upgrades! 


in BPI REAL 
0% TECHNO 
INSTALLMENT 
MADNESS 


BPI Express Credits much awaited 
Installment Madness is now on its 38th 
staging. From now to June 18 at the 
Glorietta Ayala Center, the latest model of 
computer, mobile phone, PDA, camera and 


other electronic gadgets are exclusively 
offered ю BPI Credit 
cardholders. It features top brands and best 
merchandising mix to provide cardholders 
great deals and choices. This is the perfect 
opportunity for BPI Express cardholders to 
purchase their long-wished-for laptaps and 
ipods and update their cellphones and 
cameras. 

And the best thing is, credit cardholders 
can choose from charging and converting. 
their purchase transactions on installment 
through ihe Special Installment Plan 
(S. L P) at REAL 0% interest, absolutely 
NO hidden charges. Because unlike other 
credit card purchases wherein you pay just 
the minimum amount due or 5% of the 
outstanding balance every month, chances 
эге your 0% instalment purchases actually 
get interest. That's why the BPI 0% interest 
is for REALI 

Thats not ай. BPI Express Credit quali- 
fied cardholders enjoy the promotional 
Special Installment Plan limit wherein 
their buying power is charged up to three 
times their regular credit limit. And, they 
can choose from 3-, 6-,9-, 12, 18- and 24 
month installment terms depending on 
how light they want their monthly 
payments be. 

Plus! Cardholders who make purchases 
im BPI Techno Installment Madness in 
Glorietta are entitled to instant freebies. 
For any purchase of PDA, laptop or 
computer, get free WiFi access in any wiz 
hotspot from Globe Quest or for any 
purchase of cellphone, camera and other 
gadgets, get free techy magazine from 
Manual or BluPrint, 

With all these exclusive features and 
privileges, BPI Express Credit cardholders 
‘will surely continue to get better value for 
their money. 


Express 


